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TOUR THROUGH

CILY 4ND MALTA,
IN 1770, BY

BRYDONE, Esq. F.R.S.

e S ——

IS interefling tour, which unites animated
fcriptions of places with juft and philofophi-
narks on men and manners, was originally
hed in the epiftolary form, and addrefled to
m Beckford, of Somerly in Suffolk, Efq.
idge fuch a work, and to preferve its {pirit,
ficult tatk. There is a freedom and varie-
etters, which will ill bear the trammels of
r hiftory. .

1g at Naples ¥, in May 1770, our author, in
ny with Meflrs. Fullerton and Glover,
1 the plan of vifiting Sicily, a couptry
known to f{cientic travellers, and therefore
ting a wide field for novelty and obfervation.
waiting fome days for a favourable wind,
they embarked on the 15th of May, and in

", Brydone gives a very unfavourable account of the
of Naples, particularly when the firocc, or fouth-eaft
ows. This wind is extremely relaxing, and brings ¢n
egree of laffitude, that neither body nor mind can.gex=
tir ufual fun@tions, Even the nafives do not fuffes \eis
ogers from its baleful effe€ts, which are Amek o=
tinguifh every paflion for the time. s

XVI. B oM



2 BRYDONE'S TOUR.

a thort time found themfelves in the middle of
the Bay of Naples, furrounded by the moft beau-
tiful fcenery in the world.

This bay is of a circular figure, in moft places
upwards of twenty miles in diameter. The whole
of its circumference is wonderfully diverfified by
all the riches of art and nature ; fo that there is
fcarcely an objett wanting to render the fcenc
complete. Here is an amazing mixture of the
ancient and modern. Palaces reared over the
heads of other palaces, and former magnificence
giving way to prefent folly. Mountains and
iflands, once celebrated for their fertility, chang-
ed into barren waftes, and barren waftes into fertile
figlds and rich vineyards. In fhort, nature feems
to have formed this coaft in her moft capricious
mood, and to have devoted it to the moft unlimit-

- ed indulgence of whim and frolic.
After contemplating this fingularly-delightful
. profpe& till fun-fet, the wind fprung up, and
they foon found themfelves oﬂP Capre, about
thirty miles diftant from Naples. The night was
very dark, and the dreadful eruptions from Vefu-
vius alone relieved the gloom.

" On the 17th, after fpying Strombolo, by de-
grees, they came in fight of the reft of the .
Lipari iflands, and part of the coaft of Sicily.
"Thefe iflands are vety piGurefque, and feveral of

. them fill emit fmoke ; but none, except Strom-
. bolo, have for many years had any eruptions of
fire. The crater of Strombolo is.on the fide of
the peak, whereas, other volcanos generally rife
-from the centre. Etna and Vefuvius often lie
quiet for many months, eyen years; but Strom-

o is ever at work, and for ages pafihaseen

Togarded as the lighthoufe of thefafeas. e
.. . . \\



BRYDONE'S TQUR, 3.

The whole ifland of Strombolo is a mountain,
that rifes fuddenly from the fea. It is about ten
miles in circamference ; and its crater is abfolute-
ly inacceffible. In clear weather it is difcovera-
ble at the diftance of twenty-five leagues, fo that
its vifible horizon cannot be lefs than five hun-
dred miles, which requires a very confiderable
clevation ; and in faé fome fay that it is higher.
than Vefuvius. : .

The ifland of Lipari, from which all the reft
take their name, is by far the largeft, as well as
the moft fertile. By the defcription of Ariftotle,
it appears that it was in his time what Strombolo,
is in ours, the conftant lighthoufe of mariners, as
its fires were never extinguithed. =

On the 19th, they were pretty clofe to the coaft
of Sicily, which islow, but finely variegated. The
oppofite thore of Calabria is high and covered
with the fineRt verdure. It was almoft calm, fo
that they had time to get a complete view of the
famous rock of Scylla on the Calabrian fide, Cape
Pylorus on the Sicilian,and the celebrated firaights
of the Faro, that run between them. At the
diftance of fome miles they beard the roaring of
the current, like the noife of fome large impetu-
ous river, confined within its narrow banks.
This increafed in proportion as they advanced,
till they faw the water in many places raifed to a
eonfiderable height, and forming large eddies or
whiirlpools.

When the weather is calm, there is little
danger ; but when the waves meet with this vio-
lent current, it makes a dreadful fea, in which
thips arc frequently wrecked. Our author, how-
ever, does not think that this place comes 0P ¢

the formidable defcription which \he a“é\;f

: B2



4 BRYDONE'S TOUR."

have given of it; but he owns that he faw it.in
a-calm, and therefore was incompetent to judge’
of its fublime effe@s, when agitated by a florm. -
As foon as the fhip entered the current, they
were carried along with great velocity towards
Meflina, which lies twelve miles from the entrance
of the firaights. The approach to Meflina is the
fineft that can be imagined; it is lefs grand in-
deed than that of Naples, but it is much more
attra@ive. The key is very beautiful : it is built
in the form of a crefcent, and furrounded by a
range of magnificent ftru&ures, four flories high,
and exaétly uniform, for the fpace of an Italian
mile. The ftreet between thefe and the fea is
one hundred feet wide, and forms one of the moft
delightful walks in the world. Itenjoys the freeft
air, and commands the moft charming profpe&
imaginable.
" They caft anchor in thisenchanting port on the
afternoon of the 18th, but the felicity they ex-
pe&ted immediately to tafte on landing, was foon
damped, by the difcovery, that an unfortunate
omiflion had been made of the name of one of
their fervants in the bills of health. Had this
been detetted, they would have been obliged to
perform a long quarantine; but by fhutting the
poor fellow up till the health officers were gone,
they efcaped this unpleafant ceremony. .
Having got on fhore, they took up their lodging.
at one of the firft inns in Meflina, though they
found it a.very wretched place. However, after
fea-ficknefs and toffing on the waves, any houfe
appeared a palace, and any dry land a paradife.
Zhe harbour of Meflina is formed by a {mall
Promontory; or neck of land, that'rans off from

the caft end ot that city, and feparates his bafon
£xam
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from the reft of the ftraights, This neck of land,
which is femicircular, is ftrongly fortified, by the
citadel and four fmall forts, placed to the beft ad-
vantage.

A number of galleys and galliots ride in this
delightful harbour. - Thefe veflels frequently
cruife round the ifland, to prote& it from the
Moors, whofe vifits are often troublefome. The
flaves who row them are chained to their oars,
and fleep every night on the bare benches with-
eut the flighteft covering. Every firoke of their
oars feems to be an exertion of their utmoft
firength; and in fa@ the mifery they endure, ap-
pears in every refpeét to be extreme.

After taking a general view of this city, the
Englifh deputy conful carried them to feveral
convents, where they were received by the nuns
with great politenefs and affability. They con-
verfed with them through the grate for fome
hours, and found them not deficient in knowledge
or{prightlinefs. All pretended to be happyand con-
tented, and declared they would not change their
convents for the moft brilliant fituations in life.
However, fome of them had a foft melancholy in
their eountenances; and our tourifl is of opi-
nion, that could they have been brought to a con-
fidential téte-a-téte, which was impofiible, they
would have told quite a different tale. Some of
them were extremely handfome, or at leaft ap-
peared fo, from their fimple and modeft attire.

After amufing themfelves at the convent, they
obferved a vaft concourfe of people on the top of
a high hill, at fome diftance from the city. "\hey
were told it was the celebration of a gyeat fefivad

Jin honour of St. Francig, and worth {ecing. A&
cordingly they arrived juft as the faint rwde ™
o B3 APPEATAT
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appearance: He was carried through the crowd
with vaft ceremony, and received the homage of
the public with a becoming dignity ; after which
he was again lodged in his chapel, where he daily
performs a number of miracles, to thofe who have
plenty of money and faith to fpare. .

: Hisminifters, however,a fet of grea(y capuchins,
did not, feem to have enriched themfelvesin his fer-
vice. St. Benedi, who dges not pretend to half
his fan&ity, keeps his fervants in far better plight.

The devotees continued to dance in foft Sici-
lian meafures till after fun-fet, when they retir-
ed. Many of the country girls were extremely
handfome, and all, being in their holiday clothes,
made a good appearance. :

. One part of the ceremony had a grand effe&.
About two thoufand fimall iron cannon, not more
than fix inches long, were planted in a triple row
before the church, and rammed to the muzzle
with powder. ‘A train being laid between them;
they went off fo quick, that that the ear could not
feparate the reports, which were re-echoed for
fome time, after the firing was finifhed, from the
high mountains on either fide of the firaights.

In their perambulations round the city and its
vicinity, their fenfes were recreated by the per-
fumes of various aromatic plants and thrubs. Ma-
ny beautiful flowers grow wild on the furround-
ing mountains, and the fields about Meffina were
covered with the richeft white clover. Even the
falt, produced here by the heat of the fun, emits a
grateful odour, refembling violets; as was fenfi-
bly perceived on walking near the harbour.

Z5e houfes in Meflina are handfome and ex-
fremely low rented. Provifions, efpecially &,
we likewife very reafonable; and -our. malor

- hinks,

1
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thinks, as the climate is alfo very favourable, no
fituation is better adapted than this for valetudi-
narians, who annually leave England with the
fwallows, in fearch of warmer regions.

On the 21ft, they paid a vifit of ceremony to
the prince of Villa Franca, who reccived them
with politenefs, and offered them the ufe of his
carriages. They obferved that they were obliged
to leave Meflina the following day, and only re-
quetted his prote&ion on their journey, which he
readily promifed, together with mules-and guards.
He added, that they might entirely rely on thofe
guards whom he thould affign them, as they were
men of determined refolutionand approved fidelity.

The men, whom the prince fo highly extolled,
are, however, the moft daring and hardened vil-
lains on the face of the earth, and in any other
country, would be brought to condign punifh-
ment; but here they are publicly protected, and
univerfally feared and refpeCed. As they are
certainly faithful to their engagements, though, in
other refpedts, the moft infamous banditts, the
prince of Villa Franca has found it for his intereft
to patronife them, to drefs them in his livery, and
to treat them with unbounded confidence, which
it does not appear they have ever abufed.

In fa@, they have high and romantic notions of
bouour, and in refpe to each other, and to thofe,
to whom they have once pledged their faith, they
are juft and firm, however criminal they may be
with regard to fuciety in general ; for they are
the mofl deierimined robbers, and the terror of
the whole country. :

" ‘Such of the pumber as have enlified themicwes
i the fervice of fociety, areé known aod e
:Qrﬁc'd all oyer the ifland; and \he Yu{m\s\.“

%



8 BRYDONE'S TOUR.

thofe they accompany are ever held facred. For:
this reafon, moft travellers hire a couple of them
from town to town; 'and in this manner they aro
not only fafe from danger, but impofition.

‘Mr. Brydone fays, except the harbour of Meffi-
na, there is little worth notice in the place. Some
of the churches are handfome, and there are a few
tolerable paintings; but in general the works of
art are not very remarkable.

- In this vicinity, however, one of the moft ex-
traordinary phenomena in the world is fometimes
obferved. - Both the ancients and moderns have
remarked, that in the heat of {fummer, after the
fea and air have been much agitated by the winds,
and a perfe& calm fucceeds, there appears about
the dawn, in that part of the heavens over the
ftraights, a great variety of fingular farms, fome
at reft, and others in rapid motion. Thefe phan-
toms, in proportion as the light increafes,.feem to
become more aérial; till at laft, beforc the rifing
of the fun, they wholly difappear.

The Sicilians reprefent this as the moft en-
chanting fight in nature. Palaces, woods, gar-
dens, the figures of men and animals, appear, or
feem to appear, among thefe aérial obje&ts. Per-
haps fancy may have a confiderable {hare in eking
out the piGture ;- but the beft authors agree in the
fa&, though they cannot account for its origin,
Mr. Brydone is of opinion, that in this country of
volcanoes, where the eleérical fluid muft neceffa-
rily be {6 copious, aphilofopher may find a folu-
tion of the caufe in this a&ive principle, and the
local fituation combined.

They left Meflina early on the morning of the

22d, with fervants, guards, mules, and atmos. The

@-coaft of Sicily is rich, and the fides of fome qé
the
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the mountains are highly cultivated, and prefent
the moftagreeableafpetts. Corn, wine, oil,and filk,
are produced in great abundance. Theroads are
lined with flowering fhrubs, and many of the in-
clofures are hedged with the Indian-fig, or prick-
ly pear.

"T'he road from Meffina to Guiardini is extreme-
ly romantic. - It lies éntirely along the coaft, and
commands the view of Calabria and the inter-
vening ftraight, covered with veflels of various
defcriptions.

“In this route they paffed the mountain of
Neptune, celebrated for a gulph, or crater, on its
iummit, from whence, at particular times, iffues
a piercing cold wind with fuch violence, that it is
dithicult to approach it.

Taurominum, once fo famous, is reduced to an
infignificant burgh; yet its remains of antiquity
{till evince its former magnificence. The thea-
tre is accounted the largeft in the world, and is
fufficiently entire to give a pretty corret idea of
its parts and vaft extent. The feats front Mount
Etna, which makes a glorious appearance from,
this fpot. Its afcent is computed at thirty miles
on each fide, and the circumference of its bafe at.
one hundred and fifty,

After viewing the theatre of Tauromin um, they.
went, to examine the Naumachia, and the refer-
voirs for fupplying it with water. About one
hundred am{) fifty paces of one fide of the wall of
the Naumachia remain; but its original dimen-
fions cannot be afcertained.. There are four re-
fervoirs to fill it, one almoft entire, and all upon
a very grand fcale.

Having flept at G:ardxm, at the foot oi MWownt

Lina, they 16t out ea rly in the morning ‘o a(c_e,\\\
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-that celebrated volcano. About half a mile from
the commencement of the firt region of Etna,
they came to the ftatue of a faint, ereGed to pre-

vent the lava from running up the mountain of

Taurominum, which the country people think it
muft have done, but for the interpofition of the
aint.

Leaving the Catania road on the left, they be-
gan to afcend the mountain, in order to vifit the
celebrated tree, known by the name of the Chef-
nut Tree of an hundred Horfe, which for fome
centuries has been regarded as onc of the greateft
wonders of Etna. :

As they advanced in the firft region of Etna,
they obferved that there had been eruptions all
over that track, though fo far diftant from the
fummit or principal crater. On their way to the
village of Piedmonte, they noticed feveral very
confiderable craters, and flones of a large fize,
which had.iffued from them, fcattered round.

Though the diftance from Giardini to Pied-
monte is only ten miles, fo bad were the roads,
that they were nearly four hours in travelling it.
An aquedud, which fupplies the laft-mentioned
place with water, was their guide for five miles.
At the end of this, the afcent became much more
rapid, till they arrived at the beginning of the fe-
cond region of Etna, called La Regione Sylvana
by the natives; becaufe it is‘compefed of ome vaft
foreft that extends all round the mountain.

Part of this {ylvan track was defiroyed in 1755,
by a torrent of boiling water, which.iffued, as it
is imagined, from the great crater of the moun-
tain; and in an inftant poured down to its bafe,

overwhelming and ruining every thing that\ay

& courfe. The fame kind of torrent, in thelad,
century,
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century, fwept away five hundred perfons, who
were marching in proceffion, at the foot of the
m9untain, to implore the mediation of St. Janu-
anvs. - ’

Near this place they.paffed through fome

- beautiful woods of cork and evergreen oak, grow-
in% out of the lava; and. proceeding about five
miles farther, they came to the chefnut tree al-
ready mentioned, which, in the old maps of Sici-

-y, always makes a confpicuous figure. . Mr. Bry-
done fays he was rather difappointed; as it ap-
peared rather a clufter of five trees, growing to-
gether, than one fingle root; however, he was
affured that they were ‘all once united in the
fame ftem, and that in days of old it was regard-
ed as the beauty of the foreft, and vifited from
all quarters. 1t meafured no lefs than two hum-
dred and fouf feet in circumference; and if, as it
is pretended, it was formerly one trunk, it muft,
indeed, have been a wonderful phenomenon in
the vegetable kingdom. There are many other
trees in this vicinity of extraordinary magnitude.
Our author meafured one which rofe in a folid
trunk to a confiderable height, that was not lefs
than feventy-fix feet in circumference, at two
feet from the ground.

The climate here was more temperate than in
the firft region of Etna, and the barometer had
fallen to 26 deg. 51 min. which indicated an ele~
vation of very near four thoufand feet.

They dined in the ruins of a houfe in the in~
fide of the great chefnut tree, with an excellent
appetite; and being convinced that it was in
vain to attempt to reach the top of the mowntan

“in that direCtion, they began to defcend: and
“after a fatiguj ; > O°8 ;

ng jourmey over old \ava, W
’ ARy
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arrived about fun-fet in a fertile fpot at Jaci,
Reale, "where they tock up their lodgmgs in a
convent of Dominicans.

The firtt lava they paffed in their way thlther,
was not lefs than fix or feven miles broad.; It
had run-into the fea, and driven, back the waves
for upwards of a mile; and had formed a large
black promontory, where it was deep water be-
fore. From appearances, this feecmed to have
been thrown out in a recent eruption; .but on
referring to Seignior Recupero, the hiftoriographer
of Etna, it appeared to be the very lava that burft
from Etna in the time of the fecond Punic war,
as recorded by Dipdorus Siculus. -

In the loweft part of the region of Etna, the
harveft was already over; but in_the upper parts
of -the {ame region, near the confines of. the
woody track, it-was not nearly ripe. The reapers,
-as they went along, abufed them from all quar-
ters, with extraordinary fluency. This rude cuf-
tom of the Sicilians' has'been mentioned by Ho-
race.

. In their way they paffed the ('ource of the fa-
mous cold river, celebrated by the poets in the
‘fable of Acis and Galatea. It was here that Acis
was fuppofed to have been killed by Polyphemus;
and that the gods, out of compaffion, transformed
him into this river, which rifes at once out of the
earth, a copious ftream. 1t is fo ¢old, and pro-
bably fo much impregnated with vitriol, that it
is reckoned dangerous to drink it; and cattle
have often been Kkilled by it.

A little to the eaft of the river Acns, is the

mouth of the Alcantara, one of the moft confider-
able rivers in the lﬂand It takes its ri{e on the

70rtb fide of Etua, apd defines its baundary for
2000
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about fixty miles. Its courfe has,in many places,
been interrupted by the lava.

- The city of Jaci, or Aci, and indeed all the
towns on this coaft, are founded on immenfe
rocks of lava, piled one on another, in fome places
to an amaiing height. Many of the places on
this fhore fiill retain their ancient names, but the
attributes which the claflics give them are no
more.

From Jaci to Catania their road lay over lava,
and confequently was very fatiguing, Within a
few miles of the laft-named place, they counted
eight mountains formed by eruption, with each
its extinguifhed crater. Some of thefe are. very
high, and of great compafs. , S

At fome little diftance from the fhore, are three
rocks of lava, which Pliny takes frequent notice
of, and calls them the Three Cyclops. It is pret-
ty fingular, that they fill retain the fame name.’

The fate of Catania has been very remarkable,
and will even appear fabulous. It is fituated im-
mediately at the foot of this great volcano, and
has been feveral times defiroyed by it. It would
indeed have been extraordinary had it efcaped;
‘but what fignalizes it moft, it was alwaysin great
want of -a port, -till by an eruption in the fix-
teenth century, what was denied by nature it re-
ceived from the generofity of the mountain., A
ftream of lava running into the fea, formed a
mole, which no expence could. have fupplied.
‘This anfwered. for. fome. time the purpofe of a
fafe and commodious - harbour, till, by a fubfe-
<quent eruption, it was entirely filled up and de-
firoyed.  For the benefit of the port, the Canva-
q;l‘;n;, ItJIu'nA: tl;r:mz:h_'es indebted to. St. Agatnasy

#and-.when it was deftroyed, ed (o
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had given juft caufe of offence to that fz
whofc veil they preferve, and imagine it cap:
-of performing many miracles. Indeed, e
thing that has touched this piece of facred ati
.is fuppofed to be impregnated with fome ex
ordinary qualities. Thus there are numer
little bits of cotton and linen fixed to the v
-which, after the bifhop’s benedi&tion,acquire a
puted power to fave a perfon’s houfe or gard
and whenever this expedient fails, it is aferi’
to the want of faith in the devotee, rather tl
.want of -efficacy in the veil,

On their arrival at Catania, they were ama
to find, that, in {uch a noble and beautiful ¢
there was no fuch thing as an inn. By the afl
ancc, however, of Canonico Recupero, to wh
they carried letters of introduttion, they fi
procured comfortable lodgings in a conve
The prince of Bifcaris, governor of the place,
whom they waited, foon after returned their
fit, and made them many obliging offers.

Seignior Recupero, who has written the hif

-1y of the mountain, acted as their Cicerone,
confefled that he was embarraffed in his enq
ries, by the Mofaic date of the creation ; for tl
it required two thoufand years er upwards
-form a fcanty bed of foil on a furface of lay
and that a pit had been funk to a great dej
near Jaci, in which they pierced feven-firata
lava, each covered with a thick bed of rich ear!
confequently, reafoning from analogy, the low
-mutft have flowed from the mountain fourte
thoufand years ago. Heowned, that he co
not, in confcience, make his mountain {0 you
-as Mofes made the world ; and that e W
- Who is 2 gogd Catholic, warned him tobe o
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guard, and not pretend to be a better natural
hiftorian than that prophet.

On the 26th they went to_fee the houfe and
mufeum of the prince of Bifcaris, which is ex-
tremely rich in antiques; and what enhanced the
value of them to the poflefior, they were chiefly-
brought to light by the prince himfelf. He bad
dug them out of the ancient theatre of Catania,
at an incredible expence ; but happily his pains
were amply repaid by the number and variety of
curious objeéts he had difcovered. It is impoffi--
ble to enumerate them, as they embrace a wide
field of ancient treafures.

This prince behaved with the moft engaging
politenefs to our travellers, and his own manners
were more attraive than all the curiofities he
poflefled. .

The fame afternoon they went in company
with Recupero, to vifit a fplendid building at
fome diftance from the town, which appeared
more like a royal palace than a convent of bene-
di&ine monks, which in fa& it was. Thefe fa-
thers poflefled no lefs than fifteen thoufand-
pounds a year; and feemed determined to make
fare of a paradife in this world, however they
-might fare in the next.

‘T'hofe fons of humility, temperance, and mor-
tification, received and entertained their vifiters
with great civility and politenefs, and even with-
out oftentation: Their mufeum deferved notice,
But their garden was the - greateft curiofity;
though formed on the furface of the rugged and
barren lava, it is difinguifhed for neatne(s and
variety. The walks are broad and paved wita

Aints, and the trees and hedges, though cut yovoe
2 a Numo
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a number of fantaflic forms, thrive extremely on-
the artificial bed of earth.

The church belonging to this convent, would
be a noble pile, were the whole plan executed ;
but being fourded on the furface of the porous.
and brittle lava, feveral of the arches have given
way before more than a fifth of the edifice is com-
pleted. The organ is particularly grand.

Our travellers next went to examine where
the lava had fcaled the city walls. The walls
are near fixty feet high, and of great firength,-
or they could not have refifted the torrent, which,
accumulating at the bottom, inflantly mounted
over the top, and carried every thing along with
irrefiftible violence. In its deftru&ive courfe it
covered up fome fair fountains; one of which
was fo much efteemed, that the inhabitants pierc-
ed through the lava to recov their favourite
{pring. S

Catania, notwithftanding its dangerous fitua-
tion, is looked upon as one of the moft ancient
cities in the ifland. Some of the Sicilian writers
pretend that it was built by Deucalion and Pyr-
rha, as foon as the waters fubfided. It is now.’
reckoned the third city in the kingdom, though
fince the fatal pefiilence in Meflina, it may juftly
be confidered as the fecond. It contains up-
wards of thirty-thoufand inhabitants; and is the
feat of an univerfity and a bithopric. The bi-
thop’s revenues chiefly arife from the fale of
fnow on Mount Etna, one {fmall portion of which,
lying on the nortk, is faid to bring him in one
thoufand pounds annually.

It fhould be obferved, that ice and fnow are

univerfzlly ufed in Sicily by all ranks; and Bxoa
Lot onlv funnlias that ifland bt Wikewife Nalta
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part of Italy with this agreeable luxury. A
ne of fnow, they fay, would be more grievous
.a famine of corn or wine. Without Etna,
>h keeps them cool in fummer and warm in
ier, they are of opinion Sicily would not be
table. So ftrong is habit, and fo variable
‘he articles of luxury in different countries !
here are many remains of antiquity in this
though it has frequently been overthrown.
t of them, however, are in a very ruinous
» One of the moft remarkable, is an ele-
1t of lava, with an obelifk of Egyptian gra-
on his back. There are likewife confider-
remains of a fpacious theatre; a large bath
>t entire ; the ruins of a vaft aquedué&, eigh-
miles long ; and thée remains of feveral tem-
are dedicated to Ceres; and another to Vul-
The church, called Bocca di Fuoco, was
a temple; but the moft entire of any of the
quities, is 2 fmall rotundo, which demonftrates
figure to be thé moft,durable of any.
. is remarkable that many of the ancient tem-
are converted into Chriftian churches, and
cated to the Virgin Mary, who feems to have
1 long conftituted univerfal legatee of all the
entgoddefles, celeftial, terreftrial,and infernal;
indeed little more than the names are chang-
for many of the prefent rites are as ridicue
as the Pagan.
1 fome places the very fame images remain,
er a new appellation. Thus, what was Ve~
or Proferpine, is now Mary Magdalene, or
Virgin. The fame ceremonies are daily per-
sed before thofe images, in the fame langoage,
nearly in the fame form. 'The fain\s ate
tually defcending in perfon, and WorkIn
C3 \ ortac\t
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miracles, like the heathen gods of old. The wall
of the temples are covered with the vows of pil
grims, as they were formerly. The holy water i
again revered and fprinkled about with the fam
devotion as in the time of Paganifm. The fam
incenfe is burnt by priefts, arrayed in the fam
manner, with the (ame grimaces and genuflec
tions. In fhort, fo nearly do the rites coincid
that were the Pagan high prieft to come back an
reafflume bhis fun&ions, he would only have t
learn a few new names and a few prayers, whic
would be eafy to him, as they are in a languag
he would underftahd ; while his modern fucce:
fors only repeat them by rote *.

On the 27th of May, at day-break, they fet o
to vifit Mount Etna, that venerable and refpeé
able father of mountains. His bafe and his in
menfe declivities are covered aver with a nume
ous progeny of his own ; for every great eruptm
produces a new mountain.™

Etna, as has been previoufly obferved, is dxvu
ed into three diftin& regions; the Fertile Regior
the Woody Region; and the Barren Regiol
Thefe three are as ditin@, both in climate ar
productions, as.the three zones of the earth ; ar
might, with propriety, have been ftyled the torri
temperate, and fngld regions, The firt fu
sounds the mountain, and confiitutes the mc

* Even the fenfible Catholics themfelves cannot help feei

and ridiculing the fuperftition of their rites. As Huet, one d:
was paffing th ¢ ftatue of Jupiter, in the Capitol at Rome,
pulled off his hat and made him a bow. A Jacobite gentlem:
who had fled from his country, obferving it, afked why he p
40 much refpeét to that old gentleman: Forthe {ame realt
replied Huet, that you pay {o much to the pretendery bew
there is a probability that his time will come round again.

§
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fertile country in the world, on all fides of it, to

the extent of about fourteen or fifteen miles,

where the woody region begins. It is compofed

almoft entirely of lava, which, after a number of

a}gtl‘.s, is at laft converted into the mott fertile of
ils. :

At Catania the harveft was over, and the heats
almoft infupportable; while at Nicolofi, twelve
miles up the mountain, the corn was yet green,
and the climate temperate. The fruit of this re-
gion is reckoned the fineft in Sicily, particularly
the figs, of which they have a great variety. One
of thefe, of a very large fize and fuperior flavour,
is pretended to be peculiar to Etna.

The lavas, which form this region of the moun-
tain, take their rife from an infinite number of
the moft beautiful little hills, which are every
where fcattered on the immenfe declivity, They
are all of a regular figure, either conical or he-
mifpherical, and are generally clothed with trees
and the richeft verdare, Every eruption gene-
rally forms one of thofe hills.

As the great crater of Etna itfelf is raifed to
fuch an enormous height above the lower regions
of the mountain, it is not poffible that the inter-
nal fire, raging for a vent, even round the bafe,
and probably below it, fhould be carried upright
to the height of twelve or thirteen thonfand feet,
the computed elevation of the fummit, It has, -
therefore, generally happened that, after fhaking
the mountain and its vicinity for {fome time, it at
laft burfts open its fide; and this is denominated
an eruption.

At firfl it fends forth ouly a thick {moke and

thowers of afhes, that lay wafte the adjacent covn-
try: thefe are followed by red-hot %ones 2¢
‘ . ~ zQf
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rocks of a great fize, thrown up to an immenfe’
height in the air. The fall of thefe ftones, to-
gether with the guantity of afhes difcharged at
the fame time, at laft form a fpherical or conical
mountain. Sometimes this procefs is finithed in
a few days; and fometimes it lafts for months, as
happened in the great eruption of 1669, when a
mountain, upwards of feven or eight miles in cir:
cumference, and one thoufand feet perpendicular
height, was raifed.

After the new mountain is formed, the lava
generally burfts out from the lower fide, and
bearing every thing before it, for the moft part
terminates in the fea. However, the volcano
fometimes difcharges ftones and afhes from its
crater without forming ‘any new mountain, but
only increafing the height of fome old one; till
at laft the lava, rifing near the fummit, burfis the
fide of the crater, and the eruption is at once de-
clared.

Recupero affured our author, that he faw, in an
eruption of Etna, large rocks of fire difcharged
to the height of fome thoufand feet, with a noife
more terrible than the loudeft thunder. He
meafured from the time of gheir greateft elevation *
to their reaching the ground, and found it took
up the fpace of tweny-two feconds, which, ac-
cording to the ufual rule of computing defcents,
muft give a height of more than feven thoufand
feet. This requires a force of projetion beyond
what natural powers give us any conception of.

Their landlord at Nicolofi gave them an ac-
.count of the fingular fate of the beautiful coun-

ery ear Hybla, at no great diftance. It was fo ce-

Jcbrated for its fertility, and particularly for W
4oucy, that it was called Mel Pafh, G\ it was
: overwhelmed
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overwhelmed by the lava of Etna, when, by a
pun, its nathe was changed to Mal Pafli. Ina
fublequent eruption, by a fhower of afhes from
the mountain, it foon recovered its aucient beanty
and fertility; but in the unfortunate era of 160y,
it was again deluged by an ocean of fire, which
reduced it to the moft wretched flerility. How-
ever, the lava, in its courfe over this fine country,
left feveral little hillocks, or iflands, which ap-
pear in all the bloom of luxuriant vegetation ;
and, contrafted with the large fields of black and
rugged lava, have a romantic effe&.

Mr. Brydone vifited Monpelieri, which is of a
fpherical fhape, and perfe@ly regular on every
fide. 1ts perpendicular elevation does not exceed
three hundred feet, and its whole furface is co-
vered with the richeft profufion of fruits and
flowers. Its crater is as exa@ly hollowed out as
the beft made bowl], and may be about a mile in
circumference.

This beautiful mauntain was formed by the
firft eruption that defiroyed Mel Pafli, which
buried a great number of villages and country
houfes; and particularly two noble churches,
more lamented than all the reft, becaufe they
contained fome ftatues of great celebiity. Many
ineffeGtual attempts have been made to recover
them, as the fpot on which the churches ftood
could never be exa@tly afcertained. Indecd it is
impoffible it fhould; for thefe churches being
built of lava, it melted as foon as it came in con-
tat with the torrent of new erupted matter.

Maffa fays that, in fome eruptions of Etna, the
lava has poured down with f{uch fudden \mpeta-
ofity, that in the courfe of a few hours, charches.

palaces, and w]lages have been en\'“e\v mi‘\\e
' Qv
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down and run off in fufion, without leaving -
trace of their former exiftence. But if the lava’
has had any confiderable time to cool, this fingu-'
lar effe&t never happens.

In the great eruption of 1660, after the whole-
country had been fhook for four months, and fe~
veral mountains of flones and athes formed, the'
lava burft out like a torrent, about a mile above
Monpetieri, and bearing againft the middle of
that mountain, made a deep impreflion; then,
flowing round it, united on the farther fide; and
laying wafle the whole country, fcaled the walls
of Catania, and poured its flaming ftream into the
ocean. In its way it is faid to have deftroyed the
pofleflions of thirty thoufand people, and to have
reduced them to beggary. It formed feveral hills
where there were formerly valleys, and filled up
a large lake, of which not a veftige is to be feen.

In this extraordinary eruption, a vineyard be-
longing to a convent of Jefuits lay dire&ly in its
way. The vineyard was over an ancient lava,
with a number of caverns and crevices under it.
The liquid lava entering thefe caverns, foon filled
them up, and by degrees raifed the vineyard.
The Jefuits, who expeted every moment to fee
it buried, beheld with amazement the whole field
begin to move off. It was carried to a confider-
able diftance, and though the greateft part of it
was deftroyed, fome of it is flill vifible.

The mouth from which this dreadful torrent
iffued, they were furprifed to find was only three
or four yards in diameter. Oppofite to it is a
vaft cavern, fo difmal and gloomy, that their

Jand/ord informed them, fome perfons had loft
their fenfes by advancing too far, imagining they
Lw devils and damned {] pirits ; for the noton e

g\
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ftill very general here, that Etna is the mouth of
hell. ' :

" Our travellers found a degree of wildnefs and
ferocity, in the inhabitants of this mountain be-
yond what they had been accuftomed to. It v .s
with difficulty that the perfon recommended oy
Recupero could be permitted by his countrymen
to attead them. This man obtained the appella-
tion of the Cyclops, from his intimate acquaint-
ance with Etna.

It was no eafy matter to convince thefe moun-
taineers,, that they were Chriftians, and that they
had not for their obje& the difcovery of hidden
treafures. Every bit of lava, or pumice fione,
they took up, was watched with a jealous eye.
They atked what ufe they could be applied to;
and when Mr. Brydone, in jeft, faid, that fome

ple in his country could extraét gold from
them, they wifhed to acquire this fecret, which,
they obferved, would make them the richeft peo-
ple on earth,

Our author, at laft, being apprehenfive that he
might have carried the jeft too far, by pretending
to {ay that gold could be extrafted .from lava,
left he fhould be importuned for a fecret he did
not know, pulled out fome pieces of lava to the
next party he fell in with, and told them they
were at their fervice. But they refufed, faying,
they withed to the Virgin and St. Agatha that he
would take away the whole of it, as it had ruined
the fineft country in all Sicily.

One fellow, who affumed a fuperior air of wif-
dom and dignity to the reft, making his country- -
men form a circle round Mr. Brydone, began o
interrogate him with great gravity and compo-
ure, He defired to know, with truth and pre-

Ahon
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cifion, what was the real motive -for coming to
vifit Bina; and when he was told, in one word,
curiofity, he obferved, a very pretty reafon truly.

He was then quettioned as to his country, and
whether he was a Chriftian. They knew not
even where England lay, though one of them re-
colle@ed that teveral Inglefe had at different
times paid vifits to Mount Etna, and that they
could not find out the reafon, unlefs it was out
_of retpe to an Englith queen, who had burnt in
the volcano for many years paft. - Mr. Brydone
was anxious to difcover (he name of this queen,
whom fuperftition had configned to fuch a pu-
nithment ; and with fome difficulty, found it was
the unfortunate Anne Bullen, whofe imputed
crime, in the eyes of the Catholics, was making a
heretic of her hutband. And what became of
Henry VIII. atked our author, furely he muft be
here too? Sicuro, < certainly,” faid the moun-
taineer, ““ and all his heretic fubje@s likewife;
and if you are of that number, you need not be
in {uch a hurry to get thxther, you will be fure
of it at Jaft.”

Soon after this curious converfation, they left
Nicolofl, and in lefs than two hours, travelling
over afhes and lava, they came to the Regione
Sylvofa. As foon as they entered thofe delight-
ful forefts, they feemed to be got into another
world. The air, which befare’ was fultry and
hot, ‘'was mow cool -and refrefhing, and every
breeze came ‘loaded with a-thoufand perfumes,
Many parts of this region are furely the moit
heavenly {pots on earth ;-and'if ‘Etna refembles
hell within, it may, with equal-juttice, be fmd fo

lclcwble pamd:fc thhout.

vy s - SN
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The woody region of Etna afcends for about
eight or nine miles, and forms a zone, or girdle,
of the brighteft verdure all round the mountain.
After pafling through half this track, they took
up their lodgings for the night in a cavern, where
they were enraptured with the profpeis, and
feemed already to have been elevated above earth.

This cave, which has received the name of
La Spelonca dal Capriole, was furrounded by
flately oaks, of the dry leaves of which our tra-
vellers made very comfortable beds, and with
their branches kindled a good fire. The thermo-
meter here had fallen below fixty, and the baro-
meter ftood at twenty-four degrees two minutes.
At one extremity of the cave they found a large
quantity of {fnow, which was a very fortunate cir~
cumftance for them, as no water was to be had in
the vicinity. :

After returning to their beds of leaves, their
reft was fomewhat difturbed by the noife of a
mountain that lay a good way off, on their right.
It had been formed by an eruption four years be-
fore ; yet the fire was not yet extinguifhed, nor
was the lava by any means cold. This lava fpent
its fury on a beautiful foret, which it laid wafte
to a great extent. In their road, next day, they
fcrambled over part of this lava, the furface of
which appeared cold and folid; though it was
certain, that the internal part of the mafs was
ftill hot and liquid. A {olid body of fire, of fome
hundred feet in thickne(s, requires many years to
cnol, particularly as the external air is excluded
by the incruftation that fpeedily forms on its fur-
face.

By degrees they got above the region of vege-

tation, and looked back on the forefts of Etoa
Vor. XV, D D ANU
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which now appeared like a dark and gloomy
gulf, encompalling the mountain. The pro-
{pe& before them was wholly different. They
beheld an expanfe of fnow and ice which alarm-
ed them exceedingly, and almoft flaggered their
refolution to proceed, though under the trufty
guidance of the Cyclops. In the centre of this
expanfe, but flill at a great diftance, they de-
{cried the lofty fummit of the mountain, rearing
its tremendous head, and vomiting out torrents
of {moke. 1t appearcd, indeed, altogether inac-
ceflible, frem the vaft extent of the fields of now
and ice that furrounded it. The Cyclops increaf-
ed their apprehenfion, by informing them that it
fometimes happened, that the furface of the
mountain being hot below, melted the fnow in
particalar fpots, and formed pools of water, where
it was impoffible to forefee the danger; that it
likewife happened, that the furface of the water,
as well 4s the fnow, was covered with black afhes,
which gave a fallacious appearance of fecurity;
but he concluded by affuring them of his utmoft
caution for their prefervation.

Accordingly, after a conference, they deter-
mined to fend back their cattle to the foreft be-
low, and to prepare to climb the fnows. This
was aboit eleven at night. 'The Cyclops took a
cheering dranght of brandy, and bid them do the
fame, as they had feven miles of fnow to pafs
before they could reach the fummit.

The afcent for fome time was not fteep; and
as the furface of the fuow funk a little, they had
tolerable good footing ; but as foon as it began

fo grow fleeper, they found their labout increafe.
Flowever they determined to perfevere, callng

to mind that the emperor Adrian and the Yo~
- : fophre
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fopher Plato had undergone the fame labour for
}i:c fame obje&, to fee the fun rife from the top of
itna,

After incredible fatigue, intermixed with fome
pleafing profpe@s, they arrived before dawn, at
the ruins of an ancient firu&ure, called 11 torre
del Filofofo, fuppofed to have been built by the
philofopher Empedocles, who took up his habi-
tation here, the better to ftudy the nature of
Mount Etna. By others, however, it is faid to
be the ruins of a temple of Vulcan, whofe work-
thop, as all the world knows, was in Mount Etna,

Here they refted for fome time, and made a
freth - application to their Jigwewr bottle. The
tky was clear, and the immenfe vault of heaven
appeared in awful majefty and fplendor. They
found themfelves more ftruck with veneration
than belgw, and at firft were at a lofs to account
for the caufe; till they obferved with aftonifh-
ment, that the number of ftars feemed to be in-
finitely increafed, and their luftre doubled. The
whitenefs of the milky way was like a pure flame
that thot acrofs the heavens; and with the nak-
ed eye they could difcover clufters of ftars, that
were invifible below.

This was a nataral confequence of having paffed
through ten or twelve thoufand feet of grofs va-
pour, which blunts and confufes every ray befcre
it reaches the furface of the earth, Thev ex-
claimed, what a glorious fituation for an obferv-
atory. They regretted that Jupiter was not vifi-
ble, as they thiunk it probable they might have
difcovered fome of his fatellites with the naked
eye, or at leaft with a pocket telefcope.

They oblerved a great way below them, 3

moving light, probably an ignis fataus, and toes
D2 Weewh
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likewife took notice of thofe meteors, called
falling ftars, which fiill appeared to be as much
elevated above them as when they were on the
plain; fo that in all probability, thofe bodies
‘move in regious much beyond the bounds that
-philofophers have affigned to our atmofphere.

Having contemplated thefe obje@s for fome
time with delight, they again fet off, and foon
arrived at the foot of the great crater of the
‘mountain. This is of an exa& conical figure,
-and rifes equally on all fides. It is wholly com-
pofed of afthes and other burnt materials, dif-
charged from the mouth of the volcano within
its centre. This conical mountain is of great
magnitude; its circumference cannot be lefs than
ten miles.

Here they found the mercury had funk to 20
deg. 44 min. and they took another reft, as the
‘moft toilfome part of their journey:ftill remained.
The mountain now became exceffively fteep;
and though it was externally black, it was nevet-
thelefs covered with fnow, under a pretty thick
layer of athes, which much facilitated their foot-
ing on this frozen track.

After about an hour’s climbing, they got to
the terminaton of the fnow, and found a warm
and grateful vapour-iffuing from the mountain,
which induced them to make another halt. Here
the mercury flood at 1 deg. 61 min. and the ther-
mometer had funk to three degrees below the
point of congelation. Before they left the fum-
mit, it fell two degrees more.

From this fpot it was only about three hundred

yards to the higheft peak, where they arrived in
sull time to fee the moft wonderful and {wbhwe
Zght that nature can prefent, - S
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But here defcription muft cver fall fhort, for
no imagination has dared to forn an idea of fo
glorious and fo magnificent a fcene. Neither is
there on the furface of the globe, any one point
that unites fo many awful and fublime objeits.
The immenfe elevation from the furface of the
earth, drawn, as it were, to a fingle point, with-
out any other mountain for the fenfes and imagi-
nation to reft on, and recover from their aftonifh-
ment in their way down to the world. This point,
or pinnacle, raifed on the brink of a bottomlefs

- gulf, often difcharging rivers of fire, and throwing
out burning rocks with a noife that aftounds, and
a force that often fhakes the whole ifland. Add
to this the unbounded extent of the profpect, com-
prehendingthegreateftdiverfityand themoft beau-
tiful fceneryinnature; with the rifing fun advanc-
ing in the eaft to illuminate the wondrous fcene.

The whole atmofphere, by degrees, kindled up
and dim]y thewed the Loundlefs landfcape. Both
fea and land looked dark and confufed, as if on-
ly emerging from their original chaos; and light
and darknefs feemed fill undivided, till the
morning by degrees, advancing, completed the
feparation. The ftars are extinguithed, and the
fhades difappear. ‘The forefts, which juft before
feemed black and bottomlefs gulfs, from whence
no ray was refletted, to thew their former co-
lours, appeared a new creation, rifing to the
fight, catching life and beauty from every bright-
euing beam. The fcene ttill enlarges, and the
horizon feems to expand itfelf on all fides, till
the glorious erb of day, rifing in the eait, with
his plaftic ray, completes the mighty {cenc. NN\
appears énchament, and it is difficolt tu oo

ceive this is carth, The fenfes, unaccuomed °
o . \
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the fublimity of fuch a view, are bewildered and
confounded ; and it is not till after fome time,
that they are capable of feparating and judging
of the obje&s that compofe it.

The body of the fun is feen rifing from the
ocean, immenfe tracks both of fea and land in-
tervening ; the iflands of Lipari, Panari, Alicudi,
Strombolo, and Volcano, with their {imoking
fummits, appear beneath the fpe@ator’s feet; and
he looks down on the whole of Sicily, as on a
map, in which he can trace every river through
all its meanders, from its fource to its efflux.
The view is abfolutely boundlefs on every fide,
nor is there any obje& within the circle of vifion
to interrupt it, fo that the fight is every where
loft in the immenfity ; and nothing but the im-
perfe@ion of the organs of vifion can prevent a
profpe& of the coafs of Africa, and even of
Greece, which are certainly above the horizon.

Such is the animated pi¢ture Mr. Brydone gives'
us of his pleafures and feelings on the fummit of
Etna, the circumference of whofe vifible horizon
cannot be lefs than two thoufand miles,

At Malta, which is near two hundred miles
diftant, they perceive all the eruptions from the
fecond region ; and that ifland is often difcovered
from about one half of the aGual elevation of Etna.

The moft beautiful part, however, of the fcene
is certainly the mountain itfelf, the ifland of Si-
cily, and the fmaller iflands that {pot the bofom
of the fea. All thefe, by a kind of magic in vi-
fion, feem as if they were brought clofe round
thefkirts of Etna ; the diftances appearing reduc-

ed to nothing.
The Regione Deferta, or the ftigld wone ot
Ztpa, firft arrefts the attention. 1tismarked oot
% a circle of fnow and ice, which exiendson {\\.2
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fides to the diftance of about eight miles. In the
centre of this circle, the great crater of the
mountain rears its burning head; and the ex-
tremes of intenfe cold, and intenfe heat, feem to
be united in the fame point. .

This region is immediately fucceeded by the
Regione Sylvofa, which forms a circle or girdle
of the moft beautiful green, prefenting a remark-
able contraft with the defert region. It is not
fmooth and even, like the greateft part of the lat-
ter ; butis finely variegated with an infinite num-
ber of thofe delightful little mountains, that have
been formed by the different eruptions of Etna.

The circumference of this zone, or great circle,
on Etna, is not lefs than feventy or eighty miles.
It is every where fucceeded by vineyards, or-
chards, and corn-fields, which compofe the Re-
gione Culta, orfertile region. This laft zone is
much broader than the others, and extends on all
fides to the foot of the mountain. Its whole cir-
cumference, according to Recupero, is one hun-
dred and eighty-three miles.

This laft track is likewife covered with a num-
ber of little conical or fpherical mountains, and
exhibits a wonderful variety of forms and colours,
which make a delightfal contraft with the fupe-
rior regions. Itis bounded by the fea on the fouth
and fouth-eaft, and on all other fides by the rivers
Simetus and Alcantara, which almoft encircle it.

On the fun’s firt rifing, the thadow of the
mountain extends itfelf acrofs the whole ifland,
and makes a large vifible track, even in the fea
and in the air. By degrees this is thortened, and
in a little time is confined to the neighbourhocd

of Etna. :
The prefent crater of this imuenfe Vocan
b abolit three miles and 3 halfin Q'\m“miexe.:\f
. e
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It goes fhelving down on each fide, and forms a
regular hollow like a vaft amphitheatre. From
many places of this fpace iifue volumes of ful-
phureous finoke, which, being heavier than the
circumambient air, inftead of rifing in it, imme-
diately, on its reaching the verge of the crater,
rolls down the fide of the mountain like a tor-
rent; till reaching a part of the atmoiphere
of the fame fpecific gravity with itfelf, it fhoots
oft horizontally, and forms a large track in the
air, in the dire@ion of the wind.

The crater is fo hot, that it is dangerous, if not
impoflible, to defcend into it, and in many places
the furface is fo foft, that there have been in-
fiances of perfons finking down into it, and pay-
ing for their temerity with their lives. Near
the centre of the crater is the great mouth of the
volcano, that tremendous gulf, fo celebrated in
all ages, regarded both as the terror and fcourge
of prefent and future life, by well-grounded fear
or gloomy fuperftition.

It was with a mixture'of pleafure and pain,
that our travellers quitted this awful fcene. But

.the wind had rifen very bigh, and clouds began
to colle@ round the mountain’s head. In thort,
they expeited to have feen a thunder-ftorm be-
neath their feet, no unufual fight in this fitua-
tion ; but the clouds being difperfed by the winds,
they lott this fublime profpect. ]

A muiket fired here had no louder report than
that of a pocket piftol; and in fa@, the thinner
the air, the le(s muft the impreflion of found be
on the ear. .

. When they aprived at the foot of the cone,
they obferved fome rocks of an increditle Yie,
téat had heen difcharged from the C‘%\ﬂ,qto‘u\:{j
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bly ages ago; as the ruins of Torre del Filofofo,
{o near the top of Etna, prove that few eruptions
of any magnitude have rifen fo high in the
mountain, for a period beyord hiftorical evidence.

Empedocles, to whom this ftru&ure is afcribed,
was a native of Agrigentum, and is fuppofed to
have died about four hundred years before the
Chriftian era. He is faid to have thrown him-
felf headlong into the gulf of Etna, to confirm
the idea that he was a god, by preventing people
from accounting for his death ; but the treacher-
ous mountain threw up his {lippers, which were
of brafs, and announced that he was only a mor-
tal. -

Mr. Brydone, on leaving this ftupendous fcene,
had the misfortune to flip on theice, and fprain-
ed his ankle to fuch a degree, that he was obliged
to be fupported for fome way by two men. At
laft they reached their mules, and took fome re-
pofe once more in the Spelonca del Capriole on a
bed of leaves, which they thought a paradife af-
ter all their fatigues.

It was about fix in the morning when they
left the fummit of Etna, and it was eight at
night before they reached Catania. They ob-
ferved, with mingled pleafure and pain, the
change of the climate as they defcended. From
the region of the moft rigid winter they foon
arrived in that of the moft perfe&t fpring. On
firk entering the forefts, the trees were as naked
as in December ; but after defcending a few miles,
they found themfelves in the mildeft and the
fofteft of climates; the trees in full verdure, and
the fields covered with all the flowers of tummes.
No fooner again had they left the woods, and

eatered the Jower track, than the heats ‘beca™

Atoge\n
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altogether infupportable, and they fuffered dread-
fully from it betore they could reach Catania.

Though the want of a quadrant prevented our
author from meafuring the height of Etna geo-
metrically, from the moft accurate obfervations
he could make, by means of the barometer, it did
not exceed twelve thoufand feet perpendicular, or
little more than two miles.

It feewns that philofophers are much divided on
this fubje, fome making it higher than the
Andes, or indeed than any mountain on earth;
and in general the altitude appears to be reckon-
ed too high; though nothing would be eafier,
with proper inftruments, thau to afcertain it with

recifion.

The wind and our author’s unfortunate fprain,
in a great meafure prevented their ele@rical ex-
periments; however, they found near Nicolofis
and particularly on the top of Monpelieri, that
the air was in a very favourable ftate for opera-
tions of this kind. Here the little pith-balls,
when infulated, were fenfibly afteCted, and repel-
led each other above an inch. It is extremely
probable, -indeed, that upon thefe mountains
formed by eruptions, where the air is ftrongly im-
pregnated with fulphureous effluvia, great elec-
trical experiments might be made. And per-
haps, of all the reafons afligned for the wonderful
vegetation that is performed on Etna, there isnone
which contributes fo much towards it, as this con-
ftant elc&rical flate of theair; for, from a varie-
ty of experiments, it has been found, that the

. quauntity of the ele@rical matter has a very fen-
Zible effeé, both on vegetable and animal life.
ZLle@tricity, indeed, may be confidered as (e

cat vivifyi inciple of mature,by which fne
Hr ﬂ‘ng principle o >0y T
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carries on her principal operations. It isa fifih
element, ditin& from, and of a fuperior nature
to, the other four, which compofe only the corpo-
real parts of matter; but this fubtle 2&ive Huid
is a kind of foul that pervades and quickens eve-
ry particle of it*,

So highly ele@ric is the vapour of volcanos,
that it has been obferved in fome ernptions, both
of Etna and Vefuvius, that the whole track of
{fimoke, which fometimes extended one hundred
miles, produced the moft tremendous eftc@s;
killing fhepherds and flocks on the mountains,
blafting trees, and fetting fire to houfes, wherc-
ever it fell in with them on an elevated fituation,

The variety of waters about Etna is very re-
markable; fome are extremely cold, fome are
periodical, and others are highly deletcrious.
Recupero informed them that about twenty years
ago a rent opened in the mountain, which for a
a confiderable time fent forth fuch a mephitic va-
pour, that, like the lake Avernus, birds were {ut-
focated in flying over it.

There are many caverns about Etna, where
the air is infupportably cold, which ferves the
peafants as ice-houfes. Kircher fpeaks of onc
capable of containing thirty thoufand men, where
many people had been loft by their temerity in

* Therc have béen inftances of the human boldy becoming
eletric without the mediation of any cle@ric fubftance, and
«yen emitting fparks of fire with a difagrceable fenfution, and
an extreme degree of nervous fenfibility, It is not unl kcly,
indeed, that many difeafes originate from an excefs or ereét
ot the eledric principle in the conftitution. The malades
imaginaires, or hypochondriac having too fmall a quwrity of
this fire, fhould increafe it by wering fome clefric Wbkance

acxc their tkiny fuch as flunnel and filk.

advancn
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advancing too far. One of thofe caverns fill re-
tains the name of Proferpine, from its being fup-
pofed, by the ancients, the paffage by which Plu-
to conveyed her into his dominions. .

This mountain is likewife celebrated for its ve-
getable flores. Among others are faid to be cin-
namon, farfaparilla, fatfafras, rhubarb, and pal-
ma chrifti, from the feed of which caftor oil is
extra@ed. .

There were, formerly, a great number of wild
beafts in the woody region of Etna; but the
number is now greatly reduced. They have
&ill, however, the wild boar, the roe-buck, and
a kind of wild goat. The race of ftags, as well
as of bears, is thought to be extin@.

The horfes and cattle of Mount Etna are
efteemed the beft in Sicily. The cattle are of a
very large fize, and their horns are of fuch ex-
panfion, that they are preferved as curiofities in
fome mufeums,

Our travellers having fatisfied their curiofity
on this mountain, fo illuftrious from remote an-
tiquity to the prefent times, on the 31ft of May
embarked on board a felucca for Syracufe. The
wind was favourable, and they made a rapid pro-
grefs. The view of Etna, during the whole of
this voyage, was wonderfully fine, and the bold
black coaft, formed, for near thirty miles, of the
lava of that immenfe volcano, gave the moft aw-
ful idea of its eruptions.

The profpe&, indeed, of this mountain from
the fea, is more complete and fatisfaGory than
any where on the ifland. The eye takes in a

greater portion of the circle; and the different
regions are more diftinftly marked ouy, by toeix -
. Afexeny
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different colours and proportions, expofing at
once every climate and feafon :

Where bloflom, fruits, and flowers together rifc,
And the whole year in gay contufion lies.

They pafled the mouths of feveral rivers. The
firft and moft confiderable was the Giarretta, or
river of St. Paul, formerly the Simetus, and, un-
der that name, celebrated by the poets. This ri-
ver was navigable in the time of the Romans.
It takes its rife on the north fide of Etna, and
furrounding the weft {kirts of the mountain, falls
into the fea near the ruins of the ancient Mor-
gantio. Near its mouth it throws up large quan-
tities of fine amber, which is carefully collected
by the peafants, and brought to Catania, where
it is manufa@tured into crofles, beads, faints, and
other articles, and fold at high prices to the fu-
perttitious. '

The generation of amber has long been a con-
troverted point among naturalifts. It is general-
1y fuppofed to be a kind of gum, or bitumen, that
iffues from the earth in a liquid ftate, and after-
wards becomes indurated by expofure to the air.

Not far from the mouth of the Simetus, are
two of the largeft lakes in Sicily; the Beviere
and the Pantana; the firft of which is fuppofed
to have been formed by Hercules ; and in confe-
quence was reputed facred by the ancients. They
are full of a variety of fith, one fpecies of which,
called Molletti, is much efteemed.

In a few hours failing, they came in fight of
the city of Augufta, beautifully fituated on a
fmall ifland, that was formerly a pewinia.
Both the city and fortifications appested conh-

Vor, XVL E ENSEAN
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derable.  Within a few miles of this lie the ruins
of Little Hybla, fo celebrated for its honey.

Some time before their arrival at Syracafe, it
fell a dead calm, and they fpied a fine turtle fatt
afleep on the furfice of the water. This prize
they hoped to have fecured ; but while they were
iu the alt of feizing it, the turtle flipt through
their fingers, and deprived them of their expe&-
ed Jufcious banquet.

Soon after, the remains of the mighty Syracufe
appeared, the remembrance of whote glory, mag-
nificence, and illuftrious deeds, filled them with
veneration. But how are the mighty fallea}
This proud city, that vied with Rome herfelf, is
now reduced to a heap of rubbifh; for what re-
mains of it {carcely delerves the name of a town.
They rowed round the greateft part of the walls,
without feeing a human creatare; thofe very
walls that were the terror of the Roman arms;
from whence Archimedes battered their fleets,
and with his engines lifted their veflels from
the fea, and dafhed them againtt the rocks.

They found the interior part of the city agreec
but too well with its external appearance. Ther
was no inn to be found; and after vifiting a
the monafteries and religious fraternities, !
fearch of beds, they found them fo wretched
mean and dirty, that they preferred flceping
ftraw.,

They had introdu&ory letters to Count Gae
no, who made many apologies for not being :
toaccommodate them with fuitable lodgings;

in other relpe@s, they were under many ob!

tious to him for his civilities.

. Of the fout cities which compofed the 2
&)'racuge, there remains only Ortigia, the §
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which is fitvated on an ifland, of the fame
nante, and contains about fourtcen thoufand in-
habitants. The ruins of the other three, Tycha,
Achradina, and Neapoli, are computed at twen-
ty-two miles in circaference; but almott the
whole of this fpace is now converted into rich
wineyards, orchards, and corn-ficlds.

The principal remains of antiquity are, a thea-
tre and amphitheatre, many fepulchres, the
Latomie, the Catacombs, and the famous Ear of
Dionyfius, which it was impoflible to deftroy.
The Latomie now forms a noble fubterraneous
garden, and is, indeed, one of the moft beautiful
and romantic fpots in the world. Moft of it is
about one hundred feet below the furface of the
earth, and of an incredible extent. The whole
is hewn out of a rock as hard as marble, The
bottom of this immenfe quarry, from which the
greateft part of Syracufe was probably built, is
now covered with an exceeding rich foil, and be-
‘ing fecure from every wind, produces fhrubs and
fruit trees, of the utmoft luxuriance and beauty.
‘The oranges, citrons, bergamots, pomegranates,
olives, and figs, are of a remarkable fize and fine
quality,

In this garden there is a variety of wild and
romantic fcenes, in the midft of which they were
forprifed by the appearance of a figure under one
of ‘the caverns, that accorded with'the folemnity
of the place. It was an aged man, with along
flowing beard that reached to his waift. His
bands were fhook by the palfy ; his face was fur-
sowed with years, and his locks fcanty aud grey.
He fupported himfelf on a Kind of pilgriests Wiy
and from bhis neck hung a fring of largebead
witha crucifix appended.

x2

v
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This venerable figure was the hermit of the
place, and belonged to a convent of Capuchins
on the rock above; but had now bid adieu to the
upper world, and was determined to fpend the
reft of his life in this folitude, in prayer and pre-
paration for heaven. They left fome money for
him on the rock; for the Capuchins touch no
money except with a pair of pincers, which con-
vey it to their fack or cowl, to carry to market.

The Ear of Dionyfius is no lefs a monument of
the ingenuity and magnificence, than of| the cru-
elty of that tyrant. It is a huge cavern, cut out
of the folid rock, in the form of the human organ
of hearing. The perpendicular height is about
eighty feet, and the length is not lefs than two
hundred and fifty. The cavern was faid to be con-
trived fo that every found was colle&ed and united
into one point, as into a focus, which was called
the tympanum. Exactly oppofite to this the tyrant
had a fmall aperture, communicating with an
apartment in which he ufed to conceal himfelf.
To this opening he applied his ear, and is faid te
have heard diftinétly every word that was fpokea
in the cavern below,

No fooner was this apartment finithed, and a
proof made of it, than he put to death all the
workmen employed in its fabrication. He then
confined all whom he fufpe@ed to be his enemies;
and by liftening to their converfation, determin-
ed as to theirguilt, and punithed or acquitted them
accordingly.

As this chamber of Dionyfius is very high in
the rock, and now totally inacceflible, they Had.

a0t an opportunity of making proof of this eux’
esperiment. The echo in the Ear, howese
odigious, and fuperior to any thing they
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ever heard. The holes in the rock, to which the
prifoners were chained, ftill remain, and even the
lead and iron in feveral of them.

The ampbitheatre is in the form of a very ec-
centric ellipfe, and is much ruined ; but the thea-
tre is fo entire, that moft of the gradini, or feats,
fill remain, Both thefe lie in that part of the
city called Neapolis.

They fearched among the fepulchres, feveral of
which are very elegaunt, for that of Archimedes,
but could fee nothing refembling it. At his
own defire, it was adorned with the figure of a
fphere infcribed in a cylinder; but had been loft
by his ungrateful countrymen, even before the
time that Cicero was queftor of Sicily. That
great orator and philofopher, with an enthufiaftic
admiration of the genius of Archimedes, under-
Ao0ok the fearch for his tomb, aund had the felici-
ty to difcover it among fome brakes.

The catacombs are little inferior to thofe of
Rome or, Njples, and are conftruited in the faine
fiyle. There are many remains of temples. A
few columns {hew where that of Jupiter Oiym-
pius flood. The temple of Minerva, now con-
verted into a. cathedral, and dedicated to the
Virgin, is almofi entire. :

As the celebrated fountain of Arethufa bas
ever been looked upop as.one of the greateft cu-
riofities of Syracufe, our travellers were anxious
to vifit it. o :

This fountain was dedicated to Diana, who
bhad a magniticent temple near it, where great
feftivals were anoually.celebrated.  They found
a namber of nymphs, up 1o he koees waliwg,
their garments 1n it; but thele were nok ot B

k3 ¥
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na’s train, and they had no reafon to drel.d the fate

of A&zxon and Alpheus.

Arethufa is indeed an aftonifhing fountain;

and rifes at once out of the earth to the fize of a

river. The poetical fictions concerning it are nu-

merous. Many of the people here bel:eve, to this
day, that it is the identical river Arethufa, which
;  finks under ground, near Olympia in Greece, and
. continuing its courfe for five or fix hundred miles
below lhe ocean, rifes agam in this fpot

In confirmation of thxs, it is faid, that after the
great facrifices at Olympia, the blood of which
fell into that river, the waters of Arethufa rofe
for feveral days tinged'with red. This, like ma-
ny modern miracles, was probably a trick of the
priefts. Thofe of Diana had the charge of the
tountain of Arethufa; and no doubt were much
interefted in fupportmg the credit of their god-
defs.

At a little diftance from Arethufa, is a large
fpring of freth water, that boils up in the fea. It
is called Occhi di Zilica, or Alpheus, and is fa-
bled by the poets to have pur(ued Arethnfa below
the fea all the way to Sicily. This probably did
not exitt ia very early ages, as the moft ancient
authors do not mention it.

Syracufe has two harbours, the largeft of whict
on the fouth-weft fide of Ortigia, is reckoned fi
miles round. It is faid by Diodorus to have rv
almoft into the heart of the city; and the ent
was fo ftrongly fortified, that the Roman fler
could never penetrate it.

The fimaller port is on the north-eaft of O

&ia, and is likewife recorded to have been hig
ofnamented,
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Near this port, they fhew the fpot where the
houfe of Archimedes. flood; and likgwife the
tower from whence he is faid to have fet fire to
the Roman galleys with his burning glaffes; a
fory long believed, but now generally exploded,
unlefs the powers of the ancient fpecula were
much fuperior to any that modern times have
produeed. Our author, however, thinks this
might have been effe€ted by means of common
looking glates, or highly polithed plates of me-
tal.

Our travellers were foon tired of Syracufe,
which was the moft wretched of all wretched
places they had ever fcen. T contraft its former
- magnificence with its prefent meannefs, is a me-
lancholy tatk. ‘The mighty Syracufe, the moft
opulent and powerful of all the Grecian cities,
which, by its fingle firength, was at diflerent times
a match for Garthage and Rome, and contained
within its own walls fleets and armies, that
were the terror of the world, is now reduced
below the confequence of the moft infignificant
burgh. Even its few remaining inhabitants are
covered with filth and difeafe, and miferable be-
yond defeription. .

The want of any decent or even tolerable
accommodation in Syracufe, induced them to
abridge their ftay in it; and accordingly they
hired a Maltefe {poranaro to carry them to that
ifland. This is a fmall fix-oared boat, made en-
tirely for fpeed, to avoid the African corfairs, with
which thofe feas are infefted. ,

On the 2d of June they left the Marmorea, at
great port of Syracufe; and though Wne wwd
was contrary and pretty firong,by dink of rowe

they got on at the rate of four mies ¥
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Soon after the wind became favourable, but
fpeedily increafing to a hurricane, they were in
danger of being overfet, and ran for {helter to -
Cape Paflero. i

Cape Paffero, anciently Pachinus, is the remot-
eft and moft foutherly point of Sicily. It isa
fmall ifland about a mile in circumference, with-a
fart and fmall garrifon, to protet the neighbour-
ing country from the Barbary rovers.

As there is no other habitation of any kind on
this fteril fpot, they refrefhcd themfelves in a
fmall cavern; and then fallied out to examine the
face of the country, when they found the foil
and produtions wholly changed. Neither corn
nor wine grew here; but the fields were adorned
with an infinite variety of flowers and fhrabs, and
the rocks were entirely covered with capers, then
tit for gathering.

Here too they found, in the greateft perfe&ion,
that beautiful fhrub, the palmeta, refembling a
fmall palm tree, with a very elegant flower; but
unfortunately the feeds were not ripe.

As foon as it was dark, they got on board their
little veffel, and rowed out about one hundred
yards to fea, that they might be fafe from the
attacks of the natives in the night, who were re-
prefented as little better than favages. Still,
however, they had the Turkifh corfairs to fear,
and on that and other accounts, they pafled a ve-
ry uncomfortable night. .

In the morning an officer from Cape Paffero
vifited them, who pretended to be weather wife,
and affured them that they muft relinquith all
thouglhits of gétting farther till thé full of the

[moon, which had juft entered her fecond qua

———
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fame afternoon the wind became propitious, and
they immediately got under fail.

In a fhort time they came in fight of a fulphu-
reous lake, the finell of which was fo ftrong, that
3t was perceived at the diftance of more than a
mile. The water boiled up with violence in many
places, though the heat at the banks is very in-
confiderable. Our author is of opinion that this
is the celebrated Carnerina, which /Eneas faw im-
mediately after paffing Pachynus, and which
Virgil fays the fates had decreed thould never be
drained.

This colle@ion of water is furrounded with a
variety of fine évergreens and flowering fhrubs,
of which the palmeta and the arbutus are the moft
beautiful. Here they faw a great many wild
fowl; but could not get near enough to fhoot
any of them. They killed, however, a black
fnake, which Mr. Brydone thinks, anfwered the
defcription of the afp. They diffe@ed the tongue,
and found the end of it fharp like a fting, and en-
tertained little doubt but the animal ufed it for
that purpofe, though it is generally believed by
paturalifts, that the ferpent race convey their
poifon through their teeth. This fnake, how-
ever, had no teeth, but only very hard gums.

About fun-fet the wind died away ; the coaft
of Sicily began to recede, and they foon found
themfelves in the ocean. It was a dead calm, and
the moon thone bright on the waters. The waves,
from the late florm, were fiill high, but {mooth
and even, and followed one another with a flow
amd meafured flow.

In the morning, no 1and was in fight, fave ¥x-
Da, which is the polar ftar of \hofe feas. T

bad now a fine breeze, and about fivein the s
’ TS
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ternoon, they reached the city of Valetta. The
approach of the ifland is very fine, though the
fhore is rather low and rocky. It is every where
made inacceflible to an enemy, by an infinite
number of fortifications.

The entry into the port is very narrow, and
commanded by a ftrong caftle on each fide®.
‘They were hailed from the fhore, and obliged to
give a ftrict account of themfelves, The Englith
conful foon condu@ed them to an elegant inn,
and they found themfelves once more in a Jand
of elegance and fplendor.

The induftry of the Maltefe, in cultivating their
little ifland, is inconceivable. Not an inch of
ground is any where loft, and where there is not
{oil enough, they have tranfported it by fhips and
boats from Sicily. The whole country is full of
inclofures of free flone, confequently has a naked
afpedt, and in fummer refle@s fuch light and heat
as to be very difagreeable and offenfive to the
eyes.

The ifland is oovered with country houfes and
villages, befides feven cities; but Valetta and
Civila Vecchia alone deferve that appellation.
Every village has a noble church, and indeed,
the religious ftru&ures are eminently beautiful.

Malta docs not produce corn enough to fup-
port its inhabiiants one half of thé year. The
crop they moft depend upon is cotton, which is

- fown and reaped‘in four months. Their oranges
are the fineft in ‘the world, and are in feafon for
feven months in the year. -Many of them are of
the red kind; and our author was told, that they

. * As Malra has already more than ance fallen undex ~=
view, we thall confine ourfelves to what appears hove
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were prcduced from the common orange bud, in-
grafted on the pomegranate flock. The juice is
as red as blood, and of a remarkably fine flavour.
The greateft part of their crop is fent in prefents
to the different courts of Europe, and to the rela-
tions of the chevaliers. It was not without a
good deal of difficulty that our travellers procur-
ed a few chefts for fome of their Italian friends.

The evening after their arrival, they were en-
tertained with the departure of a Maltefe fqua-
dron, to affift the French againft the bay of Tunis,
who had fallen under the difpleafure of the grand
monarque, becaufe he refufed to deliver up fome
Corfican flaves. This fquadron confifted of three
gallies, each carrying from feven to nine hundred
men; with about thirty knights; and feveral
galliots and fcampavias. Though thefe chevaliers
are under vows of celibacy and chaftity, they pay
little regard to the latter; and kept making fig-
nals all the way to their miftreffes, who were la-
menting their departure from the baftions. Num-
bers of boats attended this expedition at its out
fetting ; the ramparts and fortifications were
crowded with company ; and the fort refounded
with the difcharges of heavy artillery, which were
anfwered by the galleys and galliots, as they left
the harbour,

The fortifications of Malta are chiefly cut out
of the folid rock, and -are really tupendous. All
the boafted catacombs of Rome and Naples are
mere trifles,compared to the immenfe excavations
that have been made in this little ifland.

Ounc half of Etna was clearly percepliie fxom
tence, though two hurdred Italian miles A
at; and they were affured that in the ¥

exuplw
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eruptions of that mountain the whole ifland is
illuminated and often fhook.

As the city of Valetta is built upon a hill, none
of the ftreets, except the key, are level. They are
all paved with white ftone, which is extremely
injurious to the eyes. The principal buildings
are the palace of the grand mafter, the infirmary,
the arfenal, the hotels of the Seven Tongues, the
great church of St. John, and the palace of the
grand mafter, whofe name was Pinto, and to
whom our travellers had the honour to be intro-
duced. "He was of a Portuguefe family, and had
been upwards of thirty years at the head of that
little ftate. He received them with great polite-
nefs, and was happy to hear that they had alfo
vifited his native country, which he conﬁdercd as
clofely connetted with Britain.

Though almoft ninety years of age, he retained
all the faculties of his mind ih perfe&tion, and
managed every thing without the affiftance of a
minifter. Confidering his age, his a@ivity and
quicknefs in bufinefs were truly wonderful.

His houfehold attendance and court are all
princely ; and, as grand mafter of Malta, he is
more abfolute, and poflefles .more power than
moft fovereign princes, His titles are, Serene
Highnefs and Eminence ; and as he has the difpo-
fal of all lucrative offices, hc models his councils
as he pleafes. |

The grand mafter is chofen by a committee of
twenty-one, which committee is nominated by
the feven nations, three out.of each nation. The
eleGtion muft be finithed in three days from the
death of the laft grand maftter; and during that

pace, all is buftle, cabal, and tntrigue, e
1 .

-
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two iflands of Malta and Gozzo contain
.one hundred and fifty thoufand inhabitants,
the land force is equal to the whole number

.nen fit to bear arms; for all are foluiers when

.quired. ‘Their fea force confifts of a great
aumber of veflels of -different defcriptions, all
well manned and equipped.

‘The catacombs, near the ancient city of Meli-
ta, about the centre of theifland, are an immenfe
work. They are faid to extend fifteen miles un-
der ground, and to confift of fo many labyrinths,
that it is dangerous to venture too far in them.

At no great diftance from Melita is a finall
church, dedicated to St. Paul; and juft by a fta-
tue of the faint, with a viper on his hand, fup-
pofed to be placed on the very fpot where the houfe
ftood in which he was received after his fhip-
wreck, and where he thook off the innoxious fer-
pent into the fire.

The Maltefe believe that the apoftle at that
time freed the ifland from venomous animals for
ever; and the fad is certain, that none are now
to be found here; nor will they live, if imported
from other countries.

Adjoining to the church is the celebrated grot-
to, in which the faint was imprifoned, which is
ftill regarded with the utmoft reverence and ve-
neration. It is extremely damp, and produces a
whitith kind of ftone or petrifattion, which being
reduced into a powder, is faid to be a fovereign re-
medy in many difeafes. However this may be,
whether faith effe@s a cure, or whether it has fpeci-
ficvirtues, certain it is that every houfe intheifland
is provided with this remedy, and many botes ot

it are annually exported. What may be record-
ed asa flanding miracle, if true, 1s that, novwith-
Vor, XVI F . C andio
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ftanding this perpctual confumption, it bas never
been exhaufted, nor even fenfibly diminifhed.

Our travellers were permitted to fill their poc-
kets with this wonderful ftone. It taftes like
coarfe magnefia, and is efteemed {udorific, and a
certain remedy againft the bite of all venomous
animals. In the fmall-pox and fevers, it is given
to the quantity of a tea-fpoonful or two, with
much fervice. . :

Notwithftanding the natural bigotry of the
Maltefe, the fpirit of toleration has fo far prevail-
ed, that they have allowed a mofque to their
fworn enemies, the Turks; nor are their poor

. {laves, of the Mahometan faith, difturbed in the
exercife of their religion.

Perhaps Malta is the only country in the world
where dwelling is permitted by law. As the
whole eflablifhment of this fingular fociety is
originally founded on the wild and romantic
principles of chivalry, they have never been able
to abolith fingle combats; but they have laid
them under fuch reftriions as greatly leffen their
danger.  The duellifts are obliged to decide their
quarrel in one particular ftreet of the city; and
they muit likewile, under the fevereft penalties,
put up their fwords, when ordered fo to do by a
woman, & priyl, or a knight.

Under tuch limitations, one would almoft ima-
gine that a duel could never end in blood ; how-
ever, this is not the cafe, as our author counted
about twenty crofles painted on the wall, oppofite
to which a knight had fallen.

A few months before our travellers arrived
Lere, two knights had a difpute at 2 til\ierd Ya-
le.  Ouwe of them, aftér giving a great ded o
five language, added a blow ; but 1o ek
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nifhment of all Malta, in whofe annals there'is
not a fimilar inftance, after o great a provocation,
abfolutely refufed to fight his antoganift. The
challenge was repeated, yet fill he declined. In
confequence, he was condemned to make the
amende hororable, in the great church of St. John,
for forty-five days fucceflively ; then to be confin-
ed in a dungeon for five years without light, and
afterwards to remain a prifoner in the caftle for
life. The young man too, who received the blow,
not having an opportunity of wiping off the af-
front in the blood of his enemy, was likewife in
difgrace. ’

This anecdote may ferve to thew the romantic
principles that attuate this fociety, which has now
fubfifted for feven hundred years; and as it was
the firft born of chivalry, fo it has long furvived
every other child of this vifionary parent.

The weather at Malta is frequently fo clear and
ferene, that not a cloud is to be feen in the fky.
"Mr. Brydone was charmed with the beautiful ap-
pearance which the heavens exhibited for fome
time after fun-fet. The eaftern part of the hori-
zon appeared of a rich deep purple, and the
weftern in the true .yellow glow of Claude Lor-
rain. The heat, however is very intenfe; the
thermometer commonly fianding in the beginning
of June at 75 or 70 degrees.

They left the port of Malta on the gth of June,
in a fporonaro, and coafting along the ifland,
took a view of its north port, its fortifications,
and lazaretto. The mortars, cut out of the rocks
near the different creeks, where a dcdovarkaon
might be attempted, are tremendous Works. W

moaths of fome of them are fix feet W\de s ?S

F2 .
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they are faid to be capable of throwing an afto
nithing quantity of common balls or ftones.

The diftance from Malta to Gozzo is not abov
four or five miles, and between them lies th
very fmall ifland of Commino. Gozzo is fuppol
ed to be the celebrated ifle of Calypfo; but i
muft be totally changed, or elfe it never anfwer
ed the defcriptions of Homer and Fenelon.

As they failed along the coaft, they looked i
vain for the grotto of the goddefs ; neither conl
they fee the verdant banks eternally covered wit|
flowers, nor ihe lofty trees, ever in bloflom, tha
afforded a fhade to the facred baths.

Finding their hopes fruftrated, and that th
ifle of Calypfo afforded nothing to recompenf
their trouble of inveftigating it, they launche
farther into the deep ; and night coming on, the
wrapped themfelves up in their cloaks, and flep
moft comfortably.

Next morning, they had a diftant view of Si
cily, and a little before fun-fet, they landed oppo
fite to Ragufa, not far from the ruins of the Lit
tle Hybla. Here they found a fine fandy beach
and excellent bathing.

After fupper they again launched their bark
and put to fea with a propitious gale. By noon
next day, they reached the celebrated port o
Agrigentum, the captain of which gave them
polite reception, and accompanied them to th
city, fituated on the top of a mountain, abou
four miles from the harbour. The road on eacl
fide was bordered by a row of exceeding larg

American aloes, many of which were then i
blow, and made the moft beanriful appearex

Dacinahle (e anthas wrae infarmed - that
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curious plants, in that climate, always blowed
the fixth year, and for the mott part in the fifth.

The city of Agrigentum, now Grigenti, is ir-
regular and ill built, but enjoys a delightful fitu-
ation, little inferior to that of Genoa. It contains
only about twenty thoufand inhabitants, though
in ancient times its population amounted to near-
ly a million.

Here the Canonico Spoto, to whom they were
recommended by Mr. Hamilton, gave our travel-
lers a kind and hofpitable reception, and infifted
on their being his guctts.

‘The ruins of the ancient city of Agrigentum
lie about a fhort mile from the modern one.
Thefe, like the ruins of Syracufe, are moftly con-
verted into corn-ficlds, vineyards, and orchards;
but the remains of the temples arc much more
remarkable. Of the temple of Venus, alinoft one
half exifts. The téfmple of Concord has not yet
Toft a fingle columin: It appears, by an infcrip-
‘tion, to have been built by the people of Lilibi-
tani, prabably after hiaving defeated the Agrigen-
tines. ' '

" Thefe temples are precifely in the fame fiyle
and after the fame model. They are fupported
by thirteen large fluted Doric columuns, on each
fide, and Gx at each end. .

" The temple of Hercules is wholly in ruins, but
appears to have been of much fuperior magnitude
to the former. It was here that the celebrated
ftatue of Hercules flood, fo much celebrated by
Cicero; which the natives of Agrigentum de-
fended with fuch refolution from the rapaciowns
Verres. In this temple, likewife, was a Samows
painting by Zeuxis, reprefenting, Hercales '™
radle, Rilling the two ferpents., x

F3
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Near to this lie the ruins of the temple of Ju-
piter Olympus, fuppofed to have been the largeft -
in the heathen world. It is now called the
Giant's Temple, as the people cannot conceive
that fuch immenfe maffes of rock could ever be
raifed by the hands of common men. The frag-
ments of the columns are indeed enormous, and
give a vaft idea of the fabric. It is faid to have
ftood till the year 1100; but is now a perfe&
ruin.

There are alfo the ruins of many more temples,
particularly that of Juno, which hiftory tells us
contained one of the moft famous pictures of an-
tiquity, from the pencil of Zeuxis, who, deter-
mined to produce a model of human perfetion,
aflembled all the fineft women of Agrigentum,
who were even ambitious to appear naked before
him, and from their blended charms he produced
a perfc@ whole. This, which was regarded as
his mafler-piece, was unfortunately burnt when
the Carthaginians took Agrigentum.

The ancient walls of the city are moftly cut out
of the rock.. The catacombs and fepulchres are
very grand, One of the latter is particularly
worthy of notice, as it is mentioned by Polybius,
as being oppofite to the temple of Hercules, and
to have been firuck with lightning in his time.
It is thé monument of Tero, king of Agrigen-
tum, one of the firft of the Sicilian tyrants, and
is nearly entire, though the infcriptions are obli-
terated.

All' thefe mighty ruins of Agrigentum, and

the whole mountain on which it ftands, are com-
poled of a concretion of fea-fhells run togesuer,
@d cemented bv a kind of fand or gxavel, now



agnificence of Agrigentum are amazing.
rus fays, that the great veflels for holding
were commonly of filver, and the litters
irriages of ivory, richly adorned.
the 13th, they vifited the great church, in
is a beautiful piecein alto relievo, on white
;, reprefenting boar hunting, and thought
equal to any thing of the kind in Italy.
hurch is farther remarkable for a fingular
fomething in the manner of our whifpering
r at St. Paul’s, though more difficult to be
ited for. If a perfon flands at the weit
ind another places himf{elf on the cornice,
moft diftant part of the church, exadly
1 the great altar, they can hold a converfa-
1 very low whifpers. ,

roany years this fingularity was little
1; and feveral of the confeffing chairs be-
aced near the great altar, fome wags, who
n the fecret, ufed to ftation themfelves at
ror of the cathedral, and by this means
every word that patled between the peni-
d the confeflor. In confequence of this,
oft fecret intrigues were difcovered ; and
woman in Agrigentum changed either her
t or her confeflor. "Yet flill it was' the
ill the caufe was found out, and precautions
to prevent the difcovery of thefe facred my~

‘country round Agrigentom s deighi,

ing corn, wine, and il in the greateX 2vood-

'nd the fields are, at the fame \ime, CONSR-
a variety of the fineft fruits, SNe
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oranges, lemons, pomegranates, almonds, and pif-
tachio nuts.

On the 15th of June, Mr. Brydone and his
friends dined with the bifhop, by invitation, and
found that the ancient charaler of the Agrigen-
tines, for hofpitality and good living, was not loft.
There were thirty perfons at table, and perhaps
not lefs than one hundred difhes of meat, all
drefled with the richeft and moft delicate fauces.

The Sicilians ate of every thing, and endea-
voured to make their guefts do the fame. The
company was remarkably merry, and many of

hem got half feas over before they rofe from

table.” They begged our travellers to make a
bowl of pr:nch, in which they fucceeded fo much
to the liking of the company, that the bowl was
frequentiv replenithed.

In fhort, thefe reverend fathers of the church
did not feem to place much dependance on faft-
ing.and prayer. ~One of them told Mr. Brydone,
that if ke wonld fhy with them a little whnlc,
they would ebuvince him they were the happxcﬁ
fellows on earth. ¢ We have exploded,” faid he,
¢ from our fyftem, every thing that is difmal and
melaucholy; and are perfuaded, that of all the
roads in the univerfe, the road to heaven muft be
the moft pleafant, and the leat gloomy : if it be
not fo,” added he, “ God have mercy on us, for
I am afra'd .we fhall never get there. Abfti-
nence,” continued the divine, ¢ from innocent
and lawful pleafures we reckon one of the greateft
fins, and guard againft it with the utmoft care;
and I am pretty fure, that it is a fin for which
none of us here will ever be damuned.”

“This was not the firfl time, ‘onr aathor ve-
mﬂrka, that he met wnh thxs Tbertine {pvn
© ATOW
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among the Roman Catholic clergy. There is fo
much nonfenfe and mummery in their worthip,
that they are afraid left ftrangers fhould bclieve
they are ferious, and perbaps too often fly to the
oppofite extreme.

The prefence of the bifhop did not check, but
rather increafed, the jollity of the company. He
was a man highly and defervedly refpc@ed, and
behaved with the greateft eafe and politenefs.
Though not forty years of age, he had got the
richeft bifhopric in the kingdom. He was a good
fcholar, and his genius was in no refpe& inferior
to his erudition.

After taking leave of their jolly friends at
Agrigentum, they embarked in a fporonaro at
the new port. The weather then was fine; but
after fun-fet, the fky began to be overcaft, and in
a thort time the whole atmofphere appeared fiery
and threatening. The wind rofe to a {torm, and
they were glad to put back to Agrigentum,
which they at laft reached in fafety, about one in
the morning.

They now unanimoufly agreed to have nothing
more to do with fporonaros, and fent immediately
to engage mules to carry them over the mountains
to Palermo. After travelling about twenty miles
ilong a road, where their guides conftantly terri-
ied them with flories of robbers and banditti,
‘hey arrived at a wretched place, where they re-
frethed themfelves.

However, they found the country eminently
reautiful, wild, and romantic. The fertility of
nany of the plains is truly aftonifhing, and ix
vas with reafon the Romans called this \0aod
the granary of their empire.” Were it co\i-
od to the atnioft, it ill would be the gred

%t"\\\‘é
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granary of Europe. Yet the peafants are poor
and wretched above expreffion. This mifery
arifes from the baneful influence of arbitrary go-
vernment, which impoverithes a country that na-
1ure fpontaneoufly made rich.

Palermo, where they arrived on the 1gth of
June, is the great capital of Sicily; and for re-
'gu]amv, uniformity, and n-atnefs, is worthy of
its deflination. The approach to this city is fine,
The alleys are planted with fruit trees, and large
American alocs in full blow,

As there was but one inn in Palermo, our tra«
vellers were obliged to pay five ducats a day for
very indiflctent lodgings. The Jandlady was a
noify Frenchwoman, who peftered them with
her impertinen:+ and vanity. Our author draws
a fine caricature of her’; but we feel little inte-
reft in copying the pi€ure, however faithful
it may be. All French women are nearly the
fame, in whatever part of the world they live.
Pert, vain, and intriguing, they are ever diftin-
gmﬂwd from the natives of other countries, and
pride themfelves on being fo.

Palermo is built on an excellent plan. The
four great fircets interfe@ each other in the cen-
tre of the city, where they form a handfome
iquare, called the Ottangolo, adorned with ele-
gant uniform buildings. From the centre of this
1qmre the principal hrects, and the four gates of
the city, which terminate them, are all vifible;
the fymmetry and beauty of which produce a fine
effe@. The dizmeter of the city is about a mile:
the leffer fireets, in general, run parallel to the

£reat ones. -Somie of the gates are elegant picces
of archite@ure. The Porta Felice opens ‘o the
Marino, a delightful walk, which confittutes one
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of the chief pleafures of the nobility of Palermo.
It is bounded on one fide by the city wall, and on
the other by the fea, from which there is always
a pleafant breeze. In the centre of the Marino
ftands an elegant temple, which, during the fum-
mer months, is made ufe of as an orcheftra for
mufic. The concerts begin at midnight, and at
that time the walk is crowded with carriages,
and people on foot. The better to favour in-
trigue, there is an order, that no perfon fhall pre-
fume to carry a light with him on the Marino.
The flambeaux are, therefore, extinguifhed at
the Porta Felice, where the fervants wait for the
return of the carriages; and the company genc-
rally continue an hour or two together in utter
darknefs. The concert finithes about two in the
moraing, when the company retire.

Every night there are various converfaziones.
There is a general one fupported by the nobility,
which opens every evening at fun-fet, and conti-
nues till midnight. This meeting really deferves
its appellation ; whereas, in moft parts of Italy,
people alfemble at the converfaziones to play at
cards, and eat ice.

What appears fingular is, that no fooner is a
lady of quality broaght to bed than.converfations
are held in her apartment every night. Our tra-
vellers, foon after their arrival at Palermo, were
given to underftand that the Princefs of Paterno
had been delivered, and that it was'abfolutely in-
cumbent on them to pay their refpeés to her.

Accordingly, that they might not be reckoned
unpolite, they went about fun-fet, and found the
princefs fitting up in her bed, in an clegant wn-

dre/.é,. with a2 number of her friends about het.
4o this bappy climate, child-bearing feemsio ™
Awvel
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divefted of all its terrors, and is confidered merely
as a party of pleafure.

The Sicilian ladies marry at thirteen or four-
teen, and are fometimes grandmothers before they
are thirty. Our travellers were introduced to the
Princefs Partana, who bad a great number of
children, and who fill appeared fo young, that
they aually miftook her, at firft, for her eldeft
daughter.

Mr. Brydone fays, tl:at here they contraled
an acquaintance with many fenfible and agree-
able people, which made them regret to leave the
place. The natives appeared frank and fin-
cere, and poffeffed of unaffe@cd politenefs. The
viceroy fet the pattern of hofpitality, and was
followed by the reft of the nobles. He was an
amiable, agrceable man, and was much. beloved
by the people. Mr. Brydone and bis friends fre-
quented his affemblies, and feveral times dined
with him.

The Sicilian cookery is a mixture of the French
and Spanifh, and the olio fill preferves its rank
and dignity in the centre of the table, furround-
ed by a great number of fricafees, fricandeaus,
ragouts, and pet de leupes, like a grave Spanith
don among a ciowd of little fmart marquifles,
Pcople of fathion are very magnificent in their
entertainments ; but meoft particularly in their
deferts and ices. They are commonly temperate
in regard to wine; but fince they have learned
the Englith mode of toafting the ladies, they are
more free in their potations than formerly.

The Sicilians have always had the charaler of

being very amorous, and mnot without reafon.
Thev are a nation of poets; and 2 ™an fandna
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celebrating her praifes. Soft pieces of mufic and
poetry ufed to be performed, or fung, under their
miftreflfes’ wipdows; but ferenading is lefs in
fathion than when they had a more intimate con-
ne@ion with the Spaniards. At one period it
was wittily. faid, that no perfon could pafs for a
man of gallahtty who had not got a cold, and
was fure never to fucceed in making love, unlefs
it was done in a hoarfe voice.

But the ladies of the prefent times are not fo
rigid to their fuiters, nor do they expe& to meet
with fuch painful devotion. They are, in gene-
ral, fufficiently free in their manners, though fe-
male licentioufnefs has by no means reached the
height it has done in Italy. Though the efta-
blithment of cicitbeos is pretty general, our au-
thor met with feveral amiable inftances of the
pureft conjugal love and fidelity. Yet, he fays,
fuch fights are rare on the continent, which may
be imputed to the ftyle in which young people
are brought up.

In La Bagaria and Il Colle, two diftri&ts ad-
joinini Palermo on the eaft and the weft, the no-
bility have many country houfes. Our travellers
vifited feveral of them. A villa belonging to a
prince arrefied their-attention, more for its fingu-
larity than its real merits. Its poffeifor, a man
of immenfe fortune, had devoted his whole life to
the ftudy of monfters and chimeras, greatcr and
more ridiculous than ever entered into the ima--
gination of the moft romantic writers.

The amazing crowd of flatues that furround bis
houfe, appear, at a diftance, like a little army
drawn up for its defence; but, on approaching,
the whole appears like the regions of ddhion and

enchantment; for, of all 3 fe growy
o XVI.’ 5 O aG the immenie ¢ XS
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there is not a fingle reprefentation of any thing
in nature ; nor is the abfurdity of the wretched
imagination, that created them, lefs aftonithing
than its fertility. The heads of men are joined
to the bodies of every fort of animal; and the
heads of every other animal to the bodies of men.
Sometimes five or fix animals, that have no fort
of refemblance in nature, are compounded. The
head of alion is fixed on the neck of a goofe, the
body of a lizard, the legs of a goat, and the tail
of a fox. On the back of this monfter he puts
another, if poffible, ftill more hideous, with five
or fix heads, and a bufh of horns., Indeed, there
is no kind of horn in the world that he has not
colle&ted ; and his pleafure is to fee them all-
flourithing on the fame head.

The ftatues that adorn, or rather deform, the
great avenue and the court of the palace belong-
ing to this whimfical prince, amount to fix hun-
dred ; and of the whole nuinber there is not the
likenefs of any thing in heaven above, or in earth
beneath.

TRe infide of this enchanted caftle exaQly
correfponds with the out. Some of the apart-
ments are fpacious and magnificent, with high
arched roofs, which, inftead of plaifter or flucco,
are entirely compofed of large mirrors, nicely
joined together. The effe@ which thefe produce
is that of a magnifying glafs; fo that when three
or four people are walking below, there is always
the appearance of as many hundreds walking
above. . :

The doors are covered with {mall pieces of

mirror, cut into the moft fantaftic thapes, and
intermixed with a great variety of cryfal and

i - All the chitoney -pieces,
&lats, of different colours, Al the .
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windows, and fide boards are crowded with pyra-
mids and pillars of tea-pots, caudle-cups, bowls,
tea-cups and faucers, ftrongly cemented together.
- The windows are compofed of panes of glafs,
of every colour in the rainbow, without either
order or regularity. The houfe clock is cafed in
the body og a ftatue, and the eyes of the figure,
moving with the pendulum, alternately turning
up their white and black, make a hideous ap-
pearance,

The prince’s bed-chamber and drefling-room
contain almoft every animal on earth, cut in
marble, and coloured to nature. There are alfo
many bufts not lefs fingularly imagined than the
ftatues. Some of thefe make a handfome profile
on one fide, and reprefent a fkeleton on the other.

The family fatues, which are really fine, have
been tricked out in new and whimfical fuits of
marble, that produce a moft laughable effe.
The thoes are all of black marble; the ftockings
generally of red; and the clothes of different co-
lours, blue, green, and variegated, with a rich
lace of giall antique.

The author and owner of this fingular collec-
tion is a poor miferable lean figure, fhivering at
a breeze, and feemingly afraid to fpeak to any
one; yet, notwithftanding the marked infanity
of his a&ions, he will converfe fpecioufly, and is
. perfe&ly innocent. Being likewife immenfely
rich, and expending fuch confiderable fums in the

creation of monfters, which give bread to num-
bers, government, though provoked at his abfur-
dities, has forborne interfering; though his hide-
ous flatues have been the occafion of {evera\\wing
monflers being produced, . :

G2 Tind
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Finding themfelves quite domefticated at Pae
lermo, they daily vifited fome remarkable place,
On the 30th of June, they went to fee a celebrate
ed convent of Capuchins, about a mile without
the city. The burial-place is a great curiofity.
It is a vaft fubterraneous apartment, divided into
large commodious galleries, the walls of which
are hollowed out into niches, all filled with dead
bodies fet on their legs, and fixed by the back to
the infide of the recefs. They are all drefled in
their ufual clothes, and form a moft venerable
afferably.

The fkin ard mufcles, by a certain preparation,
become as dry and hard as a piece of ftock fifh;
and though many of the bodies have been dead
upwards of two hundred and fifty ycars, nons
are yet reduced to fkeletons.

Here the people of Palermo pay frequent vifits
to their deceafed relations, and recal, with a me-
lancholy pleafure and regret, the fcenes of their
paft life :- here they familiarize themfelves with
their future ftate, and chufe the company they
would wifh to keep in the other world.

Thefe vifits muft prove admirable leflfons of
humility ; nor is the fight fo full of horror as
might be imagined. The corpfes are faid to ree
tain a ftrong likenefs of their original features
for many ages. The colours, it is true, arefaded;
and the pencil does not appear very flattering j
but ftill it is the pencil of truth, and not of a
mercenary, who only firives to pleafe.

Some of the Capuchins fleep in thofe galleries
every night, and pretend. to have many wonder~

ful vifions and revelations ; but few gwe credis
to their fitions,

W



BRYDONE'S TQUR. 65

~ No woman is ever admitted into this convent,
either dead or alive; and this interdi&ion is writ-
ten in large charalers over the gate. This pre-
caution is perhaps neceffary, as the monks are
faid to be fufficiently frail, when expofed to the
lighteft temptation, y

Many of the churches of Palermo are extreme-
ly rich and magnificent. The cathedral is a ve-
nerable Gothic building, fupported by eighty
columns of oriental granite, and divided into a
great number of chapels, fome of which are ex+
tremely rich, particularly that of St. Rofolia, the
patrone(s of the city, who is held in greater ve-
neration here than the Holy Trinity, or even the
Virgin herfelf,

"The relics of this faint are preferved in a large
filver box, curioufly wrought, and enriched with
precious ftones, They perform many miracles,
avert the plague, and other fimilar fervices. In
fhort, the credit of St. Rofolia is as high at Pa-
lermo, as that of St. Agatha at Catania.

The other riches of this church confift of fome
bones of St. Peter, and an arm of St. John the
Baptift. There is likewife 3 jaw bone of prodi-
gious efficacy. '

‘I'he. monuments of their Norman kings, feve-
ral of whom lie buried here, are of the fineft por-
phyry; fome of them near feven hundred years
old, and not ill executed for that era. Oppofite
to thefe is a tabernacle of lapis lazuli, about fif-
teen feet high, and finely ornamented. Some of
the prefents made. to St. Rofolia are of confider~
able value. The facrifty too is very rich. -

The Jefuits’ church is equal in magnificence \o

any thing of the kind in Ttaly. The Cmela §t\
Fallazzo 1s wholly incrufted over with ancest
o G3 ol
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mofaic, and the vaulted roof is decorate
milar ftyle.

The cathedral of Monreale, about fi
diftant from the city, is likewife cove:
mofaic, at an incredible expence. In it
yal porphyry and marble monuments of
kings of Sicily. This pile was built by
the Good, whofe memory is flill held in
wneration among the Sicilians,

The Archbifhop of Monreale was rega
faint, and it appears that he deferved beat
better than moft of thofe in the calen
his vaft income he referved no more tc
than enough to procure the plaineft fare
reft being devoted to charitable, pious, ar
ufes. The people almoft adored him : as .
along, they crowded round him to receiv
nedi&ion, which was efteemed more ef
than that of the pope; and it was feldc
companied with fomething mere fubftan
words. No diftreffled object ever met
without being relieved, nor was any put
ever fuffered to languith for want of fuj

The feaft of St. Rofolia approaching, g
parations were made for celebrating it
utmoft magnificence, and our travellers
vailed on to prolong their ftay, that th
be prefent at this fplenql.ifi exhibition, ~
withftanding the fame of this faint, and
vent adorations that were paid her, Mr.
could not make out any confiftent hiftor
He was referred to legends which varis
and to an epic poem, of which fhe is the
From the latter it appears that the was
William the Good. That {he began »

to difplay fymptoms oi her fanvy s ¢
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fifteen, fhe deferted the world, and difclaimed all
human fociety. She then retired to the moun-
tains on the weft of Palermo, and was never
heard of more for five hundred years. She dif-
appeared about 1159, and it was imagined by
the common people that fhe was taken up into
heaven;; till, in 1624, during a violent plague, a
holy man had a vifion, that the faint's bones were
lying in a cave near the top of the Mount Pele-
grino. In this trance he learned, that if the re-
mains of the faint were taken up with due reve-
rence, and carried in proceffion thrice round the
walls of the city, the plague would immediately
ceafe.

. -Little attention was at firft paid to the vifion
of this holy man, and he was looked upon as lit-
tle better than a dreamer; however, he perfified
in his flory, grew noify, and found adherents,
The magiftrates, at laft, fent to the fpot he indi-
cated, and the mighty difcovery was made. The
facred bones were found—the city was freed from
the plague—and St. Rofolia became the greateft
faint in the calendar. Chusches were reared, al-
tars were dedicated, and minifters appointed to
this new divinity, whofe dignity and confequence
bave fince been fupported at an incredible ex-

m‘

The people of fathion, however, hold the fu-
perflition of the vulgar in great contempt ; and,
perhaps, that very fuperftition is one principal
caufe of their infidelity. A refined and cultivat-
ed underflanding, fhocked at the folly of the
mob, thinks it cannot poflibly recede too far from
it; and is often tempted to fly to the very oppo-
fite extreme. When reafon is much offended 2t

A9y particalar dogma of faith, of a® of ‘{Q‘N\&
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fhe is but too apt, in the midft of her difguft, fo
rejet the whole. Hence deifm is moft prevalent
in thofe countries, where the people are the wild-
cft enthufiafts and the moft bigotted.

On the 8th of July. the firocc wind began to
blow. -The two preceding days had been uncom-
monly cool, the mercury never being higher than
72% deg. When our traveller got up in the
morning of that day, he had no fufpicion of any
change ; but, on opening the door, the firft blaft
felt like the burning fteam from the mouth of an
oven, The whole atmofphere feemed to be in a
flame. On going in at another door, lefs expofed
to the wind, they found the heat more fupport-
able, bat fiill as if they had been in a fweating
ftove.

In a few minutes they felt every fibre greatly
relaxed, and the pores opened to fuch a degree,
that they expeQed foon to be thrown into a pro-
fufe {weat. The thermometer then ftood at 112
deg. and the air was heavy and thick, which
alone rendered moving about pra&icable.

" After being almoft diffolved by this piercing
heat, about three in the afternoon, the wind
changed all at once almoft to the oppofite point
of the compafs, and the tranfition from heat to
cold was as fudden as that from cold to heat had
been. In a fhort time the thermometer funk to
82, a degree of heat that in England would be
thought barely fupportable; yet all night they
were obliged, by the fenfe of cold, after their
pores had been fo much opened, to keep up the
glafles of their coach. '

.-This feorching wind feldom lafts-more than

thirty-fix hours at once ; and during its contina-
Aacg, not 8 pative is to be feen abroad, urietw
. corapeiied

RS,
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dled by urgent bufinefs. All their doors
‘indows are clofe fhut, to prevent the exter-
r from entering ; and the fervants are con-
v employed in fprinkling the apartments
water, to preferve the air in as temperate a
i poffible. By thefe means people of fathion
uffer very little from the firocc, except from
1i& confinement to which it fubje&s them.
is worthy of remark, that, notwithftanding
orching heat of this wind, it has never been
n to produce any epidemical diftempers, nor
1 any bad confequences whatever to the
1 of the people. It is true, they feel ex-
ly weak and relaxed; but this is of no long
ion, as the cool breeze foon braces them up
. Whereas, in Naples and many other
1 of Italy, where it is apparently lefs violent,
ften followed by putrid diforders, and never
o produce almoft a general dejeftion of fpi-
There, however, the firocc lafts for many
and fomctimes for weeks; fo that as its
s are different, it probably proceeds from a
eat caufe.
r aathor met with an old man here who had
:n on the firocc, and who maintaios, that it
fame wind which fweeps the fandy deferts
abia, where it fometimes proves mortal in
sace of balf an hour, He alleges, that it is
1in its paffage over the fea, which entirely
ns it of its fatal effe@s before it reaches Si-

ter the firocc was over, the grafs and plants
1ad been green the day before were become
brown, and crackled under their fest 2\t
@ ao ovea, . .

<
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On the gth, they had the honour of being pre-
fent at a great entertainment in the palace of the
Prince of Partana, from the balcony of which the
viceroy reviewed a fine regiment of Swifs. The
grenadiers were furnifhed with falfe grenades,
which produced every effe& of real ones, except
that of doing mifchief. The throwing of thefe
fcemed to entertain moft. When a number of
them fell together among a crowd, they defended
themfelves very dexteroufly with their hats, and
the only damage fuftained was the fingeing of a8
few caps and wigs.

The company at the Prince Partana’s was bril-
liant, and the entertainment noble. It confifted
principally of ices, creams, chocolate, fweetmeats,
and fruit, of which there was great variety. Some
played at cards; the reft amufed them{elves in
converfation, and walking on the terrace. The
young prince and princefs, who were very ami-
able, with feveral of their companions, played at
crofs purpofes, and other fimilar games.

Our countrymen were joyfully admitted of
this cheerful little circle, where they amaufed
themfelves very agreeably for feveral hours. Th
found the young ladies eafy, affable, and unaffe&-
ed. Here the mothers fhew a proper confidence
in their daughters, and allow their real chara&ers
to form and to ripen. Some of the families at
Palermo live in the praitice of all the domeftic
virtues, and appear altogether Englith,

- About five in the afternoon of the 12th, the

feftival of Rofolia, which had*been fo long ex-

peted, began by the triumph of that faint, who

was drawn with great pomp through the centre

of the city. The triumphal car was Qt&&m
2 ooy
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a troop of horfe, with trumpets and kettle-drums;
and all the city officers in their gala uniforms.

The car was a moft enormous machine: it
meafured feventy feet long, thirty wide, and up-
wards of eighty high; and as it pafled -along,
overtopped the loftieft houfes of Palermo. The
form of its lower part was galley-thaped, fwelling
as it advanced in height, while the front was like
an amphitheatre, with feats filled with a numer-
ous band of muficians. Behind this was a large
dome, fupported by fix Corinthian pillars, and
adorned with a number of faints and angels. On
the fummit of the dome ftood the gigantic filver
ftatue of the faint herfelf. The whole machine
was drefled out with orange-trees and flower-pots.

The car flopped every fifty or fixty yards, when
the orcheftra performed a piece of mufic, with
fongs in honour of the faint.

This vaft fabric was drawn by fifty-fix mules,
in two rows, curioufly caparifoned, and mounted
by twenty-eight poftillions, drefled in gold and
filver ftuffs, with large plumes of oftrich feathers
in their hats. Every window and balcony was
filled with well-drefled people, and an immenfe
crowd of plebeians followed the car. The tri-
umph, as it is called, lafted about three hours,
and was fucceeded by the beautiful illumination
of the Marino, about a mile in length,

Oppofite to the centre of this great line of
light, a magnificent pavillion was ereted for the
viceroy and his company, which confifted of the
whole nobility of Palermo; and on the front of
this, at a little diftance from the fea, ftood the
great fireworks, reprefenting one fide of a palace,

adoraed with columns, arches, trophies, and every
ernament of archite@ure. All the zebecks,gaMeyss
PO
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galliots, and other thipping, were ranged rounc
this place, and formed a kind of amphitheatre ic
the fea, inclofing it in the centre,

Thefe began by a difcharge of the whole of
their artillery, the found of which re-echoing from
the mountains, produced a very noble effe& ; and

- after this they played off a variety of water roc-
kets, and bombs of a curious conftruion, that
often burft below water. This continued for the
fpace of half an hour; when, in an inftant, the
whole of the palace was beautifully illuminated.
At the fame time, the fountains, that were repre-
fented in the court before the palace, began to
fpout fire, and made a reprefentation of fome of
the great jet d'caux of Verfailles and Marly. As
foon as thefe were extinguifhed, the court affum-
ed the form of a great parterre, adorned with a
variety of palm-trees of fire, interfperfed with
orange-trees, flower-pots, and vafes.

At once the illumination of thefe and the pa-
lace ceafed, when the front of the latter broke
into the appearance of a variety of funs, fars,
and wheels of fire, which foon reduced it to a
perfe& ruin  And when all appeared to have va-
nithed, there burft from the centre of the pile a

. vaft explofion of two thoufand rockets, bombs,
ferpents, fquibs, and. devils, which feemed to fill

' the whole atmofphere, the fall of which made
terrible havoc among the clothes of the vulgar,
who could not atford fhelter ; but proved a won-
derful amulement to the nobility, who were them-
felves fecure.

During this exhibition, they were handfomely

entertained with coffee, ices, {weetmeats, and a

variety of excellent wines, in \he great paviliws
in the ceatre of the Marino, at the expence
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the Dake of Caftellano, the pretor, or mayor, of
the city. The principal nobility give fimilar en-
tertainments every night during the feflival, by
turns; and vie with each other in their magnifi-
cence.

The fireworks being finithed, the viceroy put
to fea in a galley richly illuminated. It was
rowed by feventy-two oars, and made one of the
moft beautiful obje@s imaginable, flying with
vaft velocity over the fmooth and glafly furface !
of the water, which fhone round it like a flame,
and refleed its fplendor on all fides.

A pumerous band of muficians was.fationed
on the prow.

This day’s entertainment was concluded by the
Corfo, which began at midnight, and lafted till
two in the morning. . _

The great fireet was illuminated in the fame
magnificent manner as the Marino. The arches
and pyramids were ere@ed at fmall diftances on
both fides of the ftreet; and when viewed trom
either of the gates, appeared a continued line of
vivid flame.

Two lines of coaches occupied the fpace be-
tween thefe two lines of illumination. They
were in complete gala ; and as they open from the
niddle, and let down on each fide, there was an

dvantageous difplay of the beauty of the ladies,
he richnefs of their drefs, and the brilliance of
1eir jewels.

This be:utiful train moved flowly round and

und, for the fpace of two hours, and every per-

n feemed animated with a defire of refleéting

* happinefs received, ‘The company appeased

Joy and exultation; and the pieature Wtk

oL, XVI, H et
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fparkled from every eye, was communicated by a

kind of fympathy through the whole.

In fuch an aflfembly it was impoffible for the
beart not to dilate and expand itfelf; and our
author fays, his was often fo full, that he has
fometimes feen a tragedy with lefs emotion than
this (cene of joy. Pomp and parade were wholly
laid afide, and every look fpoke affe@ion and
friendfhip. “ If fuperflition often produces fuch
effets, I fincerely wifh,” fays Mr. Brydone,
¢« that we had a little more of it amongft our-
felves. I could have paid homage to St. Rofolia,
and blefled her for making fo many people happy.”

On the 13th, the fpefacles were renewed,
though with lefs brilliancy ; nor was it pofiible
to prevent a falling off, both in the difplay and
in the eager tafte to be pleafed. Pleafures may
be equally exquifite in themfelves, and beauties
cqually attraétive, but the fatiated appetite will
enjoy them lefs than when every pulie beat high
with defire, and every throb was full of expea-
tion. .

The entertainment of this day commenced
with horferaces, of which there were three; and
fix horfes ftarted in each. Thefe were mounted
by boys of about twelve years of age, without
cither faddle or bridle, and only a fmall bit of
cord in the horfe’s moath, which it feems is fuf-
ficient to flop him. The great fircet was the
courfe; and it was covered, on purpofe, a few
inches deep in mould. _

The firing of a cannon announced the moment
of flarting ; and the horfes, as if they underftood
the fignal, fet off at-full fpeed. From Porto Fe-

lice to Porto Nuovo is exa@lly a wmile, and \\\\\“

1 W
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was performed in a minute and thirty-five feconds,
which, confidering the fmall fize of the horfes,
was reckoned very great. They are generally
Barbs, or a mixed breed between the Barb and
the Sicilian.

The moment before ftarting, the fireet appear-
«ed full of people, nor did the crewd open till the
horfes were almoft clofe upon it; when the peo-
ple, by a regular uniform motion, from one end
of the fireet to the other, fell back without buftle
or confufion, and the race went on. Some few
accidents, however, happened, and from appear-
ances, many more might have been apprehended.

The vi@or was condutted along the fireet in
triumph, with his prize difplayed before him.
‘This was a piece of white filk, embroidered and
worked with gold.

The great ftreet was illuminated, as on the pre-
ceding night ; and the grand converfation of the
nobles was held at the archbifhop’s palace, which
was elegantly fitted up on the occafion.

About ten o'clock the triumphal car marched
back. again, in proceffion, to the Marino. It was
richly illuminated with large wax tapers, and
made a moft formidable figure. Don Quixotte
would have taken it for an enchanted caftle mov-
ing through the air.

The 14th, the illuminations were very grand.
The two great fireets, and the four city gates
which terminate them, madc the moft fplendid
appearance. The fquare, called La Piazza Ot-
tangolare, was richly ornamented with tapefiry,
ftatues, and artificial flowers; and as the build-
ings, which form its four fides, are umform, aod
of a beautiful archite@ure, it made a grand A~

H2 ny
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play. TFour orchefiras were ere@ed in i
provided with muficians.

From the centre of this fquare is a view
lermo in all its glory ; and, indeed, the ¢
produces is very great. Some of the devices
were {een on the gates, reprefented trophies,
rial bearings, and genii, which had a fise !

The converfation of the nobles was held
viceroy's palace, and the entertainment w
portionably maguificent to the rank of th
fon who gave it. The great fireworks, o)
to the front of the palace; began at ten o
and ended at midnight, when thofe of the
commenced, and continued till two in the
ing. The laft part of the entertainment §
our travellers moft, and, indeed, was th
part that reached the heart

The fireworks again reprefented the fr

a palace, of.great extent, illuminated in
bnllxant ftyle. It was feen to great adv:
from the balconies of the ftate apartments,
viceray's palace.

On the 15th there was a repetition .
horferaces, which, our aathor fays, he d
much admire, particularly as a poor creatu
rode down, and killed.

The great affembly was held at the .
Monarchia's, an officer of high truft and d
Here they bad an entertainment and a o
At eleven at night, the company on foot w
vifit the great fquare and the cathedral
though the city was all a flame of light, tl
vants of the viceroy and nobility attended
wax flambeaux, to fhew the way.

The crowd round the chuvch was very ge
Without the prefence of the viceroy, L wo
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been impoflible to procure admiffion. On entering
the great gate, one of the moft magnificent fights
in the world . opened on their view. The whole
church appeared a flame of light, which, reflected
from ten thoufand bright and. fhining furfaces,
of different colour and at different angles, pro-
duced, an effe@ which exceeded all the deferip-
tions of enchantment in poefly and romance.
Human art could not devife any thing more
fplendid. The whole church, walls, roof, and
pilldrs, were entirely covered with mirrors, inter-
fperfed with gold and filver paper, and artificial

owers, done up with great tafie and elegance.
Add to this fine {cene, twenty thoufand wax-ta-
pers, and’ fome faint conception may be formed
of this fplendid exhibition.

This fpeftacle was too glaring to bear any con-
fiderable time ; and the heat occafioned by the
immenfe number of lights, foon became intolera-
ble. There were upwards of five hundred luf-
tres, and twenty-eight altars, all drefled out with
tllne utmoft magnificence, particularly the high
altar. . 7

On this part of ‘the exhibition, the people of
Palermo value themfelves moft; and, indeed, with
reafon they may ; for it is difficult to annex to it
an adequate idea of grandeur and majefty.

On the 16th was a full illumination of all the
fireets. The affembly was held at the pretor’s,
where there was an elegant entertainment and a
concert. Some of the beit performers of the ope-
ra were prefent. '

The fettival was now drawing near to a dofe,
The great proceflion, which terminates the pa-

geantry, began about ten in the evening & &%
fered from other proceffiong only in ks, e
H3 weh
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befides all the prieits, friars, and religiouns «
of the city, there were placed, atequal dif
from each other, ten lofty machines of woa
pafteboard, ornameunted in an elegant mann
prefenting temples, tabernacles, and a vari
beautiful pieces of architeGure. Thefle wet
nithed by the different convents and religio
ternities, who vie with each other, in the ric
and elegance of the work. Some of the:
not lefs than fixty feet high. They are
with figures of faints and angels, made of
fo natural, and fo admirably painted, that
of them feem to be really alive. All th
gures are prepared by the .nuns, and are d
out in rich robes of gold and filver tiffue.
A great filver box, containing the bones
Rofolia, clofed the proceffion. It was carri
thirty-fix of the moft refpectable burgefles .
city, who look upon this as an office .of the
eft honour. The archbifhop walked be
giving his benedi&ion to the peopleas he g
No fooner had the proceflion finifhed th
of the great f{quare, before the pretor's p
than the fountain in the centre, one of the
eft and fineft in Europe, was couverted !
fountain of fire, throwing it up on all fi
the moft fuperb ftyle. This only lafted :
minutes, and was extinguifhed by a vaft ¢
fion, which concluded the whole. As thi
altogether unexpetted, it produced a fine
and {urprifed the fpe&ators more than any
rand fireworks had done.
A mutual and friendly congratulatior
through the whole affembly, which foon

:artcd ; and the following day every Ym
t

o its ufual channel, and refumer
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toral order. Every body was fatigued and ex-
banfted with the perpetual watching, fafting, .
and diffipation of five fucceflive days. However,
wur author obferves, that every one feemed high-

- By delighted with the entertainments of the feaft
of St. Rofolia; and indeed they appear to be fu-
perior to the moft fplendid exhibitions of this
kind in Catholic countries.

This fcene of feftivity being at an end, Mr.
Brydone employed the few days he remained in
Palermo afterwards, in inveftigating the antiqui-
ties of Sicily, which are chiefly interefting to
the claflic; and in paying vifits, and making ex-
curfions. :

On the 20th of July, they walked up to the
Monte Pelegrino, to pay their refpeéts to St. Ro-
folia. It was a very fatiguing expedition. The
mountain is extremely high; and fo very fteep,
that the road up to it is, very properly, called the
Stair. Before the difcovery of St. Rofolia, it was
confidered as quite inacceffible; but a road is
now cut, at a vaft expence, through precipices al-
moft perpendicular.

They found the faint lying in her grotto in the
wvery attitude in which the was faid'to be difco-
vered ; her head gently reclining on ber hand,
and a crucifix before her. This fatue is of the
fineft white marble, and of exquifite workman-
thip. It.is placed in the inner part of the cavern,
on the very fame {pot where the faint expired,
It reprefents a lovely young girl, of fifteen, in
‘the aé& of devotion. The artift has contrived ta
throw fomething extremely touching into the
countenance and air of this beautiful fawe. W

is covered with a roller of beaten fo\d, 2w
adorned with fome valuable. jewels, Lbe <
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is of confiderable extent, and extremely
fo that the poor faint muft have had a ve
comfortable habitation.” A -church is nov
round it, and priefts appointed to watc
thefe precious relics, and to receive the ob
of pilgrims. -

An infcription, graved by the hand of &
folia herfelf, was found in a cave in
Quefquina, at a confiderable diftance fic
mountain. Itis faid fhe was difturbed in
treat there, and had wandered from the
Mount Pelegrino, as a more retired and in:
ble place. The infcription will afford a fp
of the faint’s Latinity,

EGO ROSOLIA
SINIBALDI QUISQUI .
NE ET ROSARUM
DOMINI FILIA AMORE
DEI MEI JESU
CHRISTI
IN HOC '
ANTRO HABITARI DECREVI.

After Rofolia was frightened from th
where this infcription was found, fhe wa
heard of more, till her bones were found
five hundred years after,’in this place.

The profpe& from the top of Mount I
no is beautiful and extenfive. Moft of t
pari iflands are perceptible in a clear da
likewife a large portion of Etna, though
diftance of the whole length of Sicily. P
Jies at its foot, about two miles diftant; ¢

pears to great advantage. .
Near the middle of the mountain, aw

Franm 26n ficemi?s il mea B anneara {om¢
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of a celebrated catile, the origin of which the Si-
cilian writers carry back to the mofl remotc an-
tiquity. Maila fays itis fuppoled to have been
built in the reign of Saturn, immediately after
the flood ; for in the time of the earlieft Cartha-
ginian wars, it was already much refpeéed on
account of its venerable antiquity. It was then
a place of flrengthb, and is often mentioned by the
Greek hiftorians. Hamiliar kept pofleflion of it
for three years againft all the Roman power.

Palermo is certainly viewed to great advan-
tage from Mount Pelegrino. This beautiful city
flands near the extremity of a kind of natural
ampbhitheatre, formed by high and rocky moun-
tains; but the intervening country is one of the
richeft and moft beautiful fpots in the world,
The whole appears a magnificent garden, filled
with fruit trees of every fpecies, and water-
ed by clear fountains and rivulets, that meander
through this delightful champaign.

From the fingularity of this fituation, as well
as from the richnefs of the foil, Palermo has had
many flattering epithets beftowed upon it, parti-
cularly by the poets, who call it the Golden Shell,
the Golden Valley, and the Garden of Sicily.

Its ancient name was Panormus, which fome
etymologifis allege is derived from a Greek
word, fignifying, All a Garden. Others, how-
ever, -aflert, that it was called Panormus, from
the fize and conveniency of its harbours, one of
which is recorded to have anciently extended in-
to the very centre of the city; and, therefore,
Panormus more properly fignifies, All a Port.

Thofe barbours are almoft entirdly defwoyed
#nd filled up, probably by the viclent \urvent

that fometimes tumble from the Wills, Yoz

R
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fpeaks of an inundation, of which he was an eye
witne(s, that had nearly fwept away the city it-
felf. He fays it burft down the wall near the
royal palace, and bore away every thing that op-
pofed its paflage. Churches, convents, and
houfes, to the number of two thoufand, and
drowned upwards of three thoufand people.

Some Chaldean infcriptioi:s have been found
near Palermo, from which it has been maintained,
that this city exifted in the days of the patriarchs.
The bifhop of Lucera gives a literal tranflation
of one, difcovered about fix hundred years ago,
on a block of white marble. It runs thus—
¢« Daring the time that Ifaac, the fon of Abra-
ham, reigned in the valley of Damafcas, and
Efau, the fon of Ifaac, in Idumea, a great mul-
titude of Hebrews, accompanied by many of the
people of Damafcus, and many Pheenicians, com-
ing into this triangular ifland, took up their ha-
bitation in this moft beautiful place, to which
they gave the name of Panormus.”

The fame bithop tranflates another Chaldean
infcription, which is ftill preferved over one of
the old -gates of the city. It is thus given.
¢ There is no other god but one God. Thereis
no other power but this fame.God. There is no
other conqueror but this God, whom we adore.
The commander of this tower is Saphu, the fon
of Eliphar, fon of Efau, brother of Jacob, fon of
Ifaac, fon of Abraham. The name of the tower
is Baych, and the name of the neighbouring
tower is Pharat.”

Part of the ruins of this tower ftill remain, and

and many more Chaldean infcriptions have beea
found in the vicinity, but fo broken and manged.
#hat they convey no particular information.
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The fitheries of Sicily arc very interefting.
The catching the tunny-fifh conftitutes one of the
principal Sicilian amufements during the fummer
months ; and the curing and fending them to fo-
reign markets, one of the greateft branches of
their commerce. ’

Thefe fith do not make their appearance in
the Sicilian Seas, till towards the latter end of
May, at which time the Tonnaros, as .they are
called, are prepared for their reception. This is
a kind of aquatic caftle, formed at a great ex-
pence, of firong nets, faftened to the bottom of
the fea, by anchors and heavy leaden weights,
A narrow paffage is left open, and as foon as the
tunnies have entered this inclofure, it is thut,
Some tonnaros have a great number of apart-
ments, which are fhut one after the other; till
the fith are forced to the chamber of death, as it
is termed, where the flaughter begins with fpears
and harpoons. :

The taking of the fword-fifh is a much more
noble diverfion. No art is ufed to enfnare him,
but with a fmall harpoon fixed to a long line, he
is attacked in the open fea, after the manner of
the whale-fithers. The Sicilian fithermen have
a Greek fentence, which they repeat as a charm
to bring their prey near them. This is the only
bait they employ, and they are fuperftitious
enough to fancy it of wonderful efficacy.

As thefe fifh are of great fize and ftrength, they
will fometimes run for hours after they are
firuck, and afford excellent fport. The fleth ig
excellent : it is more like beef than fith, and the
common way of dreffing it is in fteaks. .

The fithing of the pefce {pada is mofk conh~

derable in the fea of Mcflina, where they have
Thewnie
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likewife great quantities of eels, particularly the
Morena, fo much efteemed among the Romans,
and which is, in fa&, a moft delicate fith.

Even mackarel are caught with a harpoon. As
foon as it is dark, two men get into a boat, one
of them holding a lighted torch over the furface
of the water, aud the other a harpoon, ready to
ftrike. The light of the torch foon brings the
fith to the furface of the water, and thc har-
pooner pierces him the fame inftant.

The coral fifhery is chiefly pra@ifed at Tre-
pani. It is performed by means of an engine, com«
pofed of a great crofs of wood, to the centre of
which is fixed alarge ftone, capable of carrying the
frame to the bottom. Pieces of fmall net-work
are tied to each limb of the crofs, which is poifed
horizontally by a rope,“and let down into the
water. As foon as it touches the bottom, the
rope is made faft to the boat. They then drag
it over the beds of coral; the confequence of
which is, the great ftone breaking off the pieces,
"they are imincdiately entangled in the nets.
Siuce this fimple invention, this fifhery has turn-
ed out to confiderable account.

The people of Trepaani are reckoned very in-
genious.  Au artift there, lately difcovered the
art of making cameos, which are a perfe& imita-
tion of the ancient ones engraved on onyx.
They are executed on a kind of hard thell, from
paftes of the beft antiques, and fo 4dmirably
finifhed, that it is often difficult to diftinguith

the ancient from the modern. ‘

The difficulties under which the poor Sicilians
Jabour, from the extrems oppreflion of their go-

vernment, obliges them fometimes Yo invex

branclies of commerce that nature hee &eg
S
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em. The fugar cane was formerly much cul-
vated here; but the duties impofed were fo
ormous, that it has been almoft abandoned.—
at their crops of wheat alone, under a mild go-
rnment, would foon be fufficient to render them
€ richeft and moft flourithing people in the
orld. Even the exportation of this is prohibit-
l, or the privilege muft be purchafed at a very
gh rate; though one good crop is fufficient to
ipport the ifland for feven years. The com-
on price of the falma, which is two loads, is re-
1ced to five fhillings and fixpence from this
-ohibition ; and there is a probability that it
ill fink Rill lower. '

This crop, when it is too abundant, it is faid
1ey are fcarcely at the trouble to gather in, be-
wfe it will not pay for their labour. Such are
1e means that arbitrary power ufes to humble
1e pride of its fubje@s!

Talking of the natural riches of their ifland,
ar author informs us, they ufe this language.
'he mountains contain rich veins of every metal,
1d many of the Roman mines ftill remain; but
» what end fhould we explore them? It is not
1e that fhould reap the profit. Nay, a difcovery
f any thing very rich would probably ruin the
offeffor. In our prefent fituation, the hidden
eafures of the ifland muft e¥er remain a pro-
nnd fecret. Were we happy enough to enjop,
1¢ bleflings of a free couftitution, many new
oors of opulence would then be opened; and
‘¢ fhould foon reaflume our ancient name and
snfequence ; but at prefent we are nothing,
The foundation of the fendal {yhem w2l
rrel lb{;’ the Count Rugiero, about the d{§§%§§
: century, i i \tX
VoL, Xv1 V> 1mmedxat{\y after he a
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ven the Saracens out of the ifland. He: «
Sicily into three parts; the firft, by the ¢
of his army, was given to the church ; the
he bettowed on his officers; and the third
ferved for himfelf.

Of thofe three branches he compofed his
ment, the form of which remains to th
The military branch is compofed of all 1
rons of the kingdom, to the number of tw
dred and fifty-one, who are ftill bound to 1
The three archbifhops, all the bifhops,
priors, and dignified clergy, amounting 1
feventy, form the ecclefiaftical branch.
are forty-three royal cities, ftyled Demania
have a right to ele@ members, and thefe
ble our burgefles in parliament. Their ¢
the member for Palermo, who is likewife
or mayor, of the city. He is an officer o
high rank and extenfive power, and only i
to the viceroy, in whofe abfence the greate
of the authority devolves on him.

The pretor, together with fix fenators,
patricians, have the management of the ci
vernment of the city. He is appointed an
by the king, nor have the people any longe
the fhadow of fuffrage. It is therefore nc
cult matter to judge of the fituation of I
in a country, where all courts, civil as 1
criminal, are appointed by regal authorit
where all offices are conferred only by tt
of the fovereign, and are revocable, at his c:

The .power of the viceroy is moft ext(
He has not only the command of all the

tary force irr the kingdom, but \ikewife p
with unbounded authority in all the tivur

¥il as well as religious.
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He vifits the prifons, with great pomp, twice
every year, and has the power of liberating
whatever prifoners he pleafes, and of reducing
or commuting their fentences.

The whole military force of Sicily amounts to
about ten  thoufand men, about one thoufand
two hundred of which are cavalry., Many of the
cities would require numerous garrifons to de-
fend them; but the fupport of internal peac
feems to be as much as is intended; for the
whole army would be inadequate to attempt a
defence.

The Sicilians fill retain many of the Spanith
cuftoms. The youngeft fons of the nobility are
ftyled don, and the daughters donna. The eldeft
fon has commonly the title of count or marquis.

A very common title here, as well as at Naples,
is prince. Though thefe were not created till
the time of Philip II, of Spain, they take pre-
cedence of all the other nobility ; fome of whom
carry theijr origin back as far as the time of the
Normans, and look with fecret contempt on thefe
upfiart princes.

The luxury of the people here, like that of the
Neapolitans, confifts chiefly in their equipages
and horfes. Few of them put lefs than four
horfes to their carriage without the walls of Pa-
lermo, though within they are, in general, re-
firicted to two, by a wife, fumptuary law. Even
the upper fervants of a man of fathion would be
as much athamed to be feen on foot as their maf-
ters. Our travellers took the liberty to ridicule
this vain oftentation to fome of their moft inti-
mate friends. The abfurdity of the praice wan
allowed ; but who had courage encugh 10 bied%

#hrovgh it!
12
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It was regarded as a fingular proof of conde-
fcenfion for fome of the young nobility to walk
the ftreets with our countrymen, during the illa-
mination ; nor would they be prevailed on to flir
out, till they had fent their fervants a few yards
betore them with flambeaux, though the whole
city was a flame of light. . '

Foolifh as this muft appear, it is poffible we
overlook many cuftoms of our own, which to fo-
reigners appear not lefs ridiculous : for ridicule is
moftly relative, and depends on time and place,
‘When the prince of Anamaboo was in England,
walking out in St. James's park in the afternoon,
he obferved one of his acquaintances driving ina
phaeton with four horfes. The prince burft into
a violent fit of langhter. When he was afked
what was the occafion of his mirth. ¢ Vat the
d—1" faid he in his broken Englith ¢ has that
fellow eat fo much dinuer that it now takes four
horfes to carry him! I rode out with him this
morning, and he was then fo light, that van lit-
tle horfe ran away with him. He muft either be
a great fool or a great glutton.” Another time
his friends infifted on his going to the play. He
went; but was foon tired and returned to his
companions, ¢ Well prince,” faid they ¢ what
did you fee?” ¢ Vat did I fee—I did fee fome
mien playing de fiddle—and fome men playing de
fool.”

From this inftance, before we are too cenfori-
ous in regard to the cufioms of forcign nations,
we fhould learn to look at home; and fee if we
are not equally expofed to ridicule, for fome
practices which either conftitute our pride or our

Pleature, .
Toe
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‘The Sicilians are animated in converfation, and
their aion for the moft part is fo juft and ex-
preffive of their fentiments, that, without hearing
their voice, their meaning may be comprehended,

The origin of this facility in gefticulation, they
carry back as far as the time of the earlieft tyrants
of Syracufe, who, to prevent confpiracies, had
forbid their fubje@s, under the moft fevere penal-
ties, to be feen in parties talking together. This
obliged them to invent a method of communicat-
ing their fentiments by dumb fhew, which they

retend has been tranfmitted from generation to
eneration ever fince.

Till lately, the Sicilians retained a great num-
ber of foolith and ridiculous cufioms, particularly
in their marriage and funeral ceremonies, fome of
which are flill kept up in the wild and mountain-
ous parts of the ifland. As foon as the marriage
ceremony is performed, two of the attendants are
ready to cram a fpoonful of honey into the mouths
of the bride and bridegroom, pronouncing it em-
blematical of their love and union, which they
hope will ever continue as {weet to their fouls, as
that honey is to their palates. They then begin
to throw handfuls of wheat upon them, which is
continued till the new-married pair reach their
future abode. This is probably the remains of
fome ancient rite to Ceres, their favourite divinity,

The young couple are not allowed to tafte of
the marriage feaft. This, it is pretended, is {to
teach them patience and temperance. When
dinner, however, is finithed, a great bone is pre-
fented to the bridegroom by the bride’s father, or
one of her neareft relations, who pronounces W
fentence, ~ Pick you this bone, for you have vow

taken ip hand to pick one, which you Wik S
13 \ W’q’

3
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much harder, and of more difficult digeftion."

This probably has given rife to the proverb of

fuch general circulation, * He has got a bone to

ick.” :

P The marriages of the Sicilian nobility are cele-
brated with great magnificence ; and the number
of elegant carriages produced on thefe occafions is
aftonithing, The Jadies enter the bands of wed-
lock very youung, and frequently live to fee the
fitth generation, In general they are fprightly
and agreeable; and in moft parts of Italy would
be efteemed handfome. Nothing, however, is fo
vague as our ideas of female beauty; they change
in every climate, and the criterion is no whete tc
be found. The ladies here have remarkably fine
hair ; and they underftand how to drefs it to the
greateft advantage. It is now only ufed as an
embellithment, but in former times, during a
long fiege, their countrymen being diftreffed for
bow-firings, they all cut off their hair and appli-
ed it for this purpofe. ¢ The hair of our ladies,”
{ays a quaint Sicilian bard,” is ftill employed in the
fame office; but now it difcharges no other fhafts
than thofe of Cupid ; and the enly cords it forms,
are the cords of love.” :

The Sicilians are more addicted to ftudy than
their neighbours on the continent, and theis
education is much more folid and complete. They
take pleafure in difcourfing on fubjects of litera-
ture, hiftory, and politics; but particularly poetry.
At forme periad of his life, almoft every perfou i
fure to beinfpired by the god of verfe; and a lo-
ver is never believed as long as he can fpeak of
Ais paffion in profe, :

Thé beft Englifh anthors are not unknownhes

. » . e €. &Ve‘&\ Qg ‘h" you
da their original langnag Y



BRYDONE'S TOUR. 91

nobility fpeak the Englith tongue, and more un-
derftand it.

To enter on the natural hiftory of this ifland,
would open a vaft field, which the prefent work
forbids to traverfe. Some general remarks muft
therefore fuffice. Mineral waters are moft abun-
dant ; many boiling hot; and there are others,
though colder than ice, that never freeze.

In feveral places they have fountains that throw
up a kind of oil on their furface, which the pea-
fants burn in Jamps, and apply to other purpofes.
The Fonte Canalotto is covered with a thick fcum
ef a kind of pitch, which, among the country
people, is efteemed a fovereign remedy in rheu-
matic and other complaints.

The water of a finall lake, near Nafo, is-cele-
brated for dyeing every thing black, that is put
into it; thoth the water appears remarkably
pure and tranfparent, .

There are alfo various fulphureous baths,
where the patient is thrown into a profufe per-
fpiration, by the heat of the vapour alone, The
moft celebrated are thofe of Sciaccia, and on the
mountain of St. Cologero, at a great diftance from
. Etna; in the vicinity of which they might natu-

rally be expeéted. .

Indeed lava, pumice, and tufa are found in
many parts of Sicily remote from the volcano,
which fufficiently indicate the origin and the na-
ture of the whale ifland. About a mile and a
half to the weftward of Palermo, at a fmall beach,
are many iprings of warm water, that rife within
the limits of the tide.

At no great diftance from this {poX \s o e~
brated fountain, called I\ mar Dolce, Wwhexe 212
fome remains of an ancient Naumactia; 28
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the mountain above it, a cavern is fhewn where
a gigantic fkeleton is faid to have been found. It
fell to duft immediately on being expofed to the
external air. The teeth alone refifted the im-
preflion; and Fazzello, who obtained two of
them, fays they weighed as many ounces.

Many fimilar ftories are to be found in the Si-
cilian legends; and it feems to be an univerfal
belief, that this ifland was once inhabited by gi-
ants, though no traces of them are to be found in
any mufeum.

The population of Sicily has been eftimated at
upwards of one million fouls, and about fifty
thoufand of that number belong to the different
monafteries and religious orders. The whols
number of houfes in the ifland has been comput-
ed at two hundred and fixty-eight thoufand.

The great ftaple commodity of Sicily, and what
has ever conftituted its riches, is its crops of
wheat. They preferve their grain in large pits
or caverns in the rocks, where they ram it hard
down, and prote& the furface from the weather,
and in this ftate it will keep good for years.

Soda is much cultivated here, and turns out to
confiderable account. This vegetable, it is well
known, is indifpenfable in the glafs manufa&ure.
Great quantities of it are annually fent to Venice.

Sicily likewife carries on a trade in liquorice,
rice, figs, raifins, and currants, the beft of which
grow among the extinguithed volcanoes of the
Lipari iflands, Their honey is highly valued, and
is found in abundance in the hollows of trees and
rocks. ‘The country of the Lefler Hybla is fill,

as formerly, the part of the land which is moft
celebrated for honey.

Thoe

-
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The plantations of oranges, lemons, bergamots,
almonds, and other fruits, yield no unprofitable
returns.  The piftachio nat, likewife, is much
cultivated in many parts of the ifland, and with
great fuccefs.

The cantharides fly is a native of Sicily, and is
found on feveral trees of Etna, whofe juice is fup-
pofed to have a corrofive or abfterfive quality,
particularly the pine and the fig-tree.

The marbles of this ifland would afford a great
fource of opulence, were there any encourage-
wment given to work the quarries, of which they
have an infinite variety, and of the fineft forts.
Mr. Brydone fays he has {een fome fpecimens lit-
tle inferior to the giall and verd antique, which
are now f{o precious.

At Centorbi they have a kind of foft ftone
that diffolves in water, and is ufed in wathing in-
ftead of foap, from which quality it has received
the appellation of Pietra Saponaro. They like-
wife find here, as well as in Calabria, the cele-
brated ftone which, on being watered and expof~
ed to a pretty violent degree of heat, produces a
plentiful crop of mufhrooms. But it would be
endlef(s to enumerate all the various commodities
and curidus produéions of this ifland. Etna alone
affords a greater number than many of the moft
extenfive kingdoms ; and is no lefs an epitome of
the whole earth in its foil and climate, than in
its maltifarious produ@ions.

The firft region of Etna covers their tables with
all the delicacies that the earth produces; the fe-
cond ‘fupplies them with game, cheefe, butter,
honey, and wood both for building and fae\y
while the third, with itsice and {now, keeps them

Lrels and cool during the heat of famnmer 3 28 %
CcontTIoNNE
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contributes to keep them warm and
during the cold of winter.

‘We need not then be furprifed at
attachment of the people to this m
that all its terrors have not been :
them away from it. Like an indul,
it mixes bleflings with its chaftifeme
prevents their affeGtions from being

On the 29th of July, our travelle
farewell leave of the viceroy and t
The attentions they had met with, t
that they were about to part with
worthy people, which there was littl
of their ever feeing again, imbitte
{cene. '

In two days deljghtful failing, th
Naples, where they rejoined the frie
left on the commencement of the p
in which we have accompanied then
done was a philofopher, and was wel.
philofophize, which indeed he has ¢
places to too great an extent; but
acquainted with the divine fcience o
Journey to Etna would have poffeffed
al charm to the admirers of nature,
have entitled him to a fill higher ran’
of {cientific travellers, '



TRAVELS THROUGH

S P AIN,

BY

HENRY SWINBURNE, Esoq.
In 1775 and 1776.

HOUGH Spain was formerly as little vifited
as if it had belonged to a different quarter
of the globe, fo numerous are the modern tourifts
and travellers through that kingdom, that it is
difficult to felett from their different labours what
will geperally be allowed moft valuable. We
have preferred Mr. Swinburne as our guide, for
no other reafon, but becaufe his work bears the
ftamp of accuracy, and gives us fome infight into
the nature of the foil, the government, commerce,
and manners, which we conceive are the moft
interefting objets that can engage a traveller's at-
tention.

He fet out from Perpignan, a mean and ill
looking town, on the 24th of O¢tober 1775, and
proceeded towards Spain. The weather was fine,
but the roads were fo bad and the mules fo (carce,
that they were forced to give twenty lquis d'ors
for ten horfes as' far as Barcelona.

The heavy rains, which had fallen abouk \he
sutumnal equinox, had fwelled the torrents \©

uch a degree, that the roads were in many places
QU
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quite fpoiled. It was night before they reached
a poor inu at Boulou, near the mountains which
feparate Roufillon from Catalonia. °

Next day they fell in with feveral perfons tra-
velling to the fair of Girona, and formed a kind
of caravan fingularly grotefque. Our traveller
and friends were in the centre; fhe van guard
was formed by a drummer and a tabor and pipe;
while the rear was brought up by a camel laden .
with five monkeys, efcorted by two men who car-
ried his portrait.

After proceeding a few miles, they came to the
chain of mountains that divides France and Spain,
which are of no very confiderable elevation. The
road over the pafs is a noble work, and reflefts
great honour on the engineer who planned it.
Formerly it required the ftrength of thirty men
to fupport, and almoft as many oxen to drag up
a carriage, which four horfes can now draw with
cafe. '

Exaélly on the limits of France, on the moft
elevated {pot of the pafs, ftands the fort of Belle-
garde, commanding a boundlefs view over either
kingdom. An officer of invalids has a lodge be-
low, where he examines and figns the pafiports.

At La Junquiera, the firft Spanifh town, an
officer of the cuftoms made a fhew of examining
their baggage ; but a piece of money put an end
to his fearch. This was once a confiderable city,
inhabited by a colony of the Maffilians., It is
now dwindled to a paltry village, the natives of
which fubfitt on the advantage they derive from
travellers, and on the produce of the cork-woods.

" The furrounding mountains are covered with
thofe trees, moft of which are of greatfze sd
age. ‘They are ufually fript of (it bark ones

’ 2
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N

n feven or eight years ; but this operation is re
seated in the fouthern part of Spain every fift.
rear. . :

From Junqueira.to Figuera, an infignificani
traggling town, the country improves every ftep ;
‘he hills are clothed with evergreens; and the
slains, in the fineft ftate of cultivation, are divid-
:d by hedges of aloe, chrifithorn, or wild pome-
granate. The inhabitants look refpe@able in their
perfons and drefs, and the women are comélier
than on the French fide of the Pyrenees.

Their journey from thence to Girona was very
pleafant, and lay through a continuation of coun-
try agreeably diverfified by fertile plains, and
gentle eminences, crowned with evergreen oaks
and pines. The view extends as far as the fea
over the olive plantations on the lower grounds.

In every village they found the people employ-
*d in making ropes, batkets, and fhoes of a {mall
uth, or reed, called efparto. :

Girona is a large clean city, with fome good

reets ; bat it is poorly inhabited, and the houfes,

irticalarly the churches, are dark and gloomy.
he Gothic cathedral is grand; but had it not
en for the glimmering of two fmoky lamps,
r author fays, they fhould not have difcovered
: canopy and altar of mafly filver.
Vext morning they travelled over a hilly coun-
; but the drynefs of the weather prevented
roads from being fo fatiguing as they gene-
are. Advancing farther, they came to the
favage wilds in nature. Nothing but moun-
on mountains, covered with pines; rum-
".fandy fireams in the hollows, hanging
v and narrow dells, faluted their View.

XvVL K T
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They reached San Salony on the 27th at night,
and though it was on a Friday, the peafants
brought them partridges for fupper. The maid
of the inn, bowever, by way of atoning for this
irregularity, placed before them a well-drefled
image of the Virgin, to whom it was expe@ed
they would make a liberal offering.

On the morning of the 28th, they came to the
pafs called El Purgatorio, which bad nearly prov-
ed a hell to them, as their carriages were at one
time almoft immoveably jammed in between
rocks. The profpe&ts, however, were dclightful,
Nothing could be more agreeable to the eye, than
the Gothic fieeples towering above the dark pine
groves, the bold ruins of La Rocca, and the rich
fields on the banks of the Befos.

They got into Barcelona juft before the fhut-
ting of the gates. Next day they paid the ne-
ceflary vifits to thofe in command. Their firft
entertainment was the Spanith comedy, the for-
mer abfurdities of which “were done away, and
only dulnefs remained. Mr. Swinburne fays, he
fhould have been pleafed to have feen Harlequin
carrying relics in proceflion, faints and devils en-
gaged in doubtful conflit, and Lucifer aing
the part of a prior, as in days of yore. Tle Spa-
niards, indeed, feem to have thrown off many of
thofe fooleries which amufed firangers, without
reaching that pitch of tafte that can render them
a pleafing and interefting people.

The play-houfe was handfome and well light-
ed. The firft piece they faw adted was a tragedy,
without any female charafters; and in order to

make it the more ridiculous, the a&réfles affumed
the mafculineattire, and allowed no wa\ea\n 2y

1.2631 among them. | ‘ Tre
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Thé prompters, for they had feveral, read aloud;
verfe by verfe, what the player repeated after
them. Between .the firft and fecond a&ts, a fe-

unidilla was fung, which though wild and un-
couth, had fome very moving paflages.

After the fecond a&, by way of interlude, an
attack was made on the a&reffes, by the ators
from a corner of the front boxes. The wit was
britkly bandied to and fro, and made the audience
r(lmr again; but it appeared a firing of poor quib-
bles. B
The origin of the city of Barcelona, and the ac-
count of the aborigines of Catalonia, are like the
general hiftory of Spain, loft in a cloud of fables.
‘The Maffilians appear to have carried on a con-
fiderable trade hither. Hamilcar Barcas is faid
to have founded Barcino, now called Barcelona ;
but the Carthaginians did not long keep poffef-
fion of it, as it is evident the Ebro was their
boundary, fo early as the end of the firft Punic
war

After the fall of the Carthaginian common-
wealth, the Romans turned their whole attention
towards Tarraco, and negle@ed Barcino, though
they made it a colony under the name of Faven
tia. In the fifth century, the Barbarians of the
porth having pufhed their conquefts as far as this’
peninfula, Catalonia fell to the lot of the Goths,
and after remaining about three centuries under
their dominion, it fell under the yoke of the 8a-'
racens.

Various revolutions took place at a latter peri-
od, till this province became finally united to the
crown of Spain. The enthufiafiic \ove of Woerky,
that has always a@uated the Catalomians, s of-
ea readered their country the feat of a\ W

X'2 b
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and bloodfhed. In the timeof Ferdinand V. the
peafants rofe in arms, to emancipate themfelves
from the oppreflion of the nobles. About -the _.
time that the Portuguefe thook off the Spanith
yoke, the Catalans attempted to render themfelves
independent, but in vain. During the war of the
fucceffion, they made another bold and perfever-
ing firuggle to break their chains, and become 3
free nation. .

Lewis XIV. fent the Duke of Berwick in 1714,
with a formidable army, to reduce Barcelona. The
trenches were opened in July, and the works carri-
ed on with the greateft vigour for fixty-one days.
A French fleet blocked up the port, and prevent-
ed any fupplies or fuccours being thrown into the
town. Yet notwithitanding the famine which
raged within the walls, the térrible fire from the
batteries, and the defpondency of the regular
troops, the burgefles, catching animation from
defpair, reje@ed all offers of accommodation, and
feemed determined to bury themfelves under the
ruins of the city, The very friars, infpired by the
fame enthufiafm, ran up and down the ftreets, ex-
horting their fellow citizens to die like brave
men, rather than live the defpicable flaves of a
defpot. The women and children breathed the
fame {pirit, and fhared the toils of the defence
with their hufbands and fathers.

After fuftaining four bloody affaults, and dif-
puting the ground inch by inch, being at laft
driven from the ramparts, they took refuge in the
new part of the town, where they made a kind
of capitulation. Their perfons remained un-

touched ; but every privilege was 2bolithed, and
heavy taxes were impofed, to Tecompente Wne fd\-
diery. Since this epoch the Catalans \mw‘um:
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the yoke with a fullen patience ; and government
has been afraid to irritate thent to new refiftance,

.. Barcelona is a fweet fpot: the air equals in.
purity, and much exceeds in mildnefs, the boafted
climate of Montpellier. The fituation is beauti--
ful and piQurefque, both from land and fea. A.
great extent of fruitful plains, bounded by an am-
phitheatre of hills, backs it on the weft; the
mountain of Montjuich defends it on the fouth
from the unwholefome air of the marthes of the
Llobregat ; to the northward, the coaft proje&ing
into the fea forms a noble bay ; while the Medi-
terranean clofes the profpect to the eaff. The
environs are well cultivated and ftudded with vil-
lages, country hcufes, and gardens.

The form of Barcelona is almoft circular; the
Roman town occupying the higheft ground, al-
mott in the centre of the new. The ancient walls
are ftill vifitle in many places; but the fea has ..
retired many hundred yards from the port gates,
and a whole quarter of the town now ftands on.
the fands, that were once the bottom of the har-
bour.

The immenfe loads of fand hurried down inte
the fea by the rivers, and thrown back by the wind
and the carrent into this haven, will in all pro-
bability choke it quite up, unlefs greater dili-

. gence is ufed in preventing the accumulation of
the thoals. . 4

The port is handfome ; the mole is confiruéted
of hewn ftone, and is a mafterpiece of folidity and
convenience. Above is a platform for carriages ;
below, vaft magazines, with a broad quay, reach-
ing from the city gates to the light-honfe. Ths
was done by the dire®ion of the Marquis de

Mina, captain-general of the principahwy, ~ne

K3 ot
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long governed Catalonia more like an independ-
ent fovereign, than like a fubje@ invefted withs
~delegated authority.

Great are the obligations this city is under to
that nobleman. He cleanfed and beautified its
fireets, built ufeful edifices, and forwatded its
trade and manufaures, without laying any very
heavy expence on the province.

In 1752, he began building Barcelonetta, on
the neck of land that runs into the fea, and forms
the port. ‘This is now a regular town, confifting
of about two thoufand brick-houfes, and a church
in which the afhes of- the founder are depofited,
under an expenfive, bat taftelefs, monument.

The light-houfe at the end of the pier is a flea-
der tower, near which fhips perform quarantine.

Another capital work of La Mina, is'the ram-
part, or great walk on the walls, extending the
whole length of the harbour. It is bnilt on arches
with magazines below, and a broad coach. road
and foot path above, raifed to the level of the
firft floor of the houfes in the adjoining fireet.
This pavement forms a very fine walk to the ar-.
fenal at the fouth-eaft angle of the city, where
new fortifications are conftruéting.

At this corner, the rampart joins the Rambla, a
long, irregular fireet, which is intended to be
planted with an avenue of trees. Here the ladies
parade in their coaches, and fometimes go quite
round the city upon the walls. This is a charm-
ing drive, having a fweet country on one fide, and
cluflers of (mall gardens and orange yards on the
other.

The citadel has fix ftrong balions, caleulated
to overawe the inhabitants, as mach 28 o dn-
fend them from a foreign enemy. Yoo \‘““"f":
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of its fituation renders it damp, unwholefome,
and full of mofquitoes.

The ftreets of Barcelona are narrow, but well
paved ; and a covered drain, in the middle of
each, carries off the filth. The houfes are lofty,
but little ornamented. To each kind of trade, a
particular diftriét is allotted.

The principal public firntures are the cathe-
dral, Santa Maria, the general’s palace, and the
exchange. The architetture of the cathedral is
a light Gothic, which in fome places is inimitably
airy. The ftalls of the choirs are neatly carved,
and hung with efcutcheons of princes and noble-
men, among which Mr. Swinburne remarked the
arms of Henry VIII. of England. The double
arches under the belfry are defervedly admired,
for bearing on their centres the wbole weight of
two enormous towers. In the cloifters, various
kinds of foreign birds are kept, upon funds be- .
gueathed for that purpofe by an opulent canon,
Santa Maria is alfo a Gothic pile,

The palace is Jow and fquare, without external
tourts or gardens, and contains nathing remark-
ible, fave a noble ball-room.

Oppofite to the fouth front of the palace, a new
sxchange is ere@ing on an extenfive plan, but in
2 heavy tafte. The expences of the fhell of the
building were eftimated at three hundred thou-
fand Catalan livres. This work is defrayed by a
tax on imports. Among the Roman antiquities
i this city are a mofaic pavement, in which are
-eprefented two large green figures of Tritons,
aolding a fhell in each hand; between them a
ea-horfe, and on the fides a ferpent and 2 d\-
bin.  There are alfo many vaults and celass &t
aman confiru@ion ; and \he archideacoury ‘:;
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once the palace of the pretor, or Roman governor.
In the yard of this edifice is a beautiful ciftern,
or rather farcophagus, which they call the coffin
of Pompey’s father ; but there is no evidence for
or againft this opinion. A large bafs relief runs
round it, of hunters, dogs, and wild beafts. The
chief perfon ison horfeback, bareheaded, and ina
military drefs. The figures and animals are well
executed, and the whole is a fine monument of
antiquity, though it is now ufed to water mules,

In the houfe belonging to the family of Pinos,
are many excellent bufts and medallions. An
Auguftus pater, with a corona radialis, a fmall
clegant Bacchus, and a woman holding a rabbit,
fuppofed to reprefent Spain, the Provincia Cu-
nicularis, are the moft remarkable.

The gth of November, being the feftival of
St. Charles Borromeo, the king’s patron, was kept
as a day of gala, All the officers waited upon
the governor in grand uniform ; the theatre was
illuminated, and crowded with well-dreffed com-
pany, and the price of admittance was raifed. As
feats are generally let by the year, or appropriated
for particular purpofes, a ftranger finds fome
difficulty in obtaining a place.

The play was the Cid Campeador, an hiftorical
tragedy, written with a great deal of fire and
force of charalter. In all tragedies, the per-
formers drop a curtefy, inftead of bowing to
kings and heroes. A pretty ballad was fung by
a woman in the {mart drefs of a maja, or coquette :
the wore her hair in a fcarlet net with taflfels; a
ftriped ganze handkerchief croffed her breaft;

#nd the had on a rich jacket, flowered apron, and
&rocaded petticoat. .

Doxiog,
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During his refidence in Barcelona, our author
employed part of his time in inveftigating the
number and fituation of the Spanith armies, and
thinks that the regular troops do not exceed fifty
thoufand. The king’s houlehold is compofed of
three troops of gentlemen horfe-gunards, Spanith,
Italian, and Flemith ; one company of halbardiers;
fix battalions of Spanith, and fix of Walloon foot-
guards ; and one brigade of carabiniers,

There are fix regiments of Spanith infantry of
two battalions,and twenty-feven of one battalion;
two Italian, three Irith, and four Swifs regiments
of one battalion ; one regiment of artillery of four
battalions; fix thoufand feven bundred and twelve
marines; and a company of engineers.

‘White or blue is the colour of their regimen-
tals, except one Spanifh, and three Irith regi-
ments, that are drefled in red.

The cavalry confitts of fourteen regiments, of
which fix are in blue, four in red, three in white,
and one in green. The dragoons form eight re-
giments, of which one is blue, one red, and fix
yellow.

Befides the regulars, they annually affemble
forty-three regiments of militia, and twenty-feven
companies of city guards. The corps of invalids
contains forty-fix companies on duty, and twenty-
fix excufed. The African and American garrie
fons have alfo their refpetive militia.

The uniforms of the Spanith foldiers are ill
made, and the foldiers are abominably nafty in
their appearance. Their black greafy bair is fel-
dom drefled. ~

The pay of a foldier is five quartos and a W,
and twenty-one ounces of bread a day. RAfier
ifteca years fervice, he has an increafe of 5;;

X
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reals of Vellon a month ; after twenty, nine reals;
and after twenty-five, he may retire and enjoy a
pazetta per day, and be clothed as if on a&ual
tervice. If he remains thirty years in the army,
he is allowed the rank and pay of a fubaltern of-
ficer.

The rank of an officér may be known at firft
fight, by a particular badge of diftin&ion. A cap-
tain general's uniform is blue, embroidered with
gold down the feams, and three rows of embroi-
dery on the fleeves; a lieutenant general has
nothing on the feams, and but two rows on the
cuffs ; and a marifcal de campo has but one.

The pay of a lieutenant is two pazzettas and a
half a day; that of an enfign two. As every
thing has trebled in price, fince their pay was
eftablithed, it is become infufficient for' the
maintenance of officers. In the guards, as in
other countries, fubalterns muft live upon their
own fortune.

About feven thoufand men form the garrifon
of Barcelona, of which four thonfand two hun-
dred are guards; the reft Swifs and dragoons.
Each corps has its feparate quarters, which it
provides with fentries, and hence they never in-
terfere with each other.

Our traveller acknowledges the civilities he met
with here from his friends and acquaintances. The
intendant behaved with great politenefs, and ac-
cefs was allowed to the arfenal and magazines,
which are not ufually thewn te ftrangers.

During a gleam of fun-fhine on the 10th of
November, they accompanied the conful to his

villa in the playa. The moift warmih of the

day brought out myriads of infeBs, which were

ready to devour them. Neverthelels, thn

— ]
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very fine climate, and few/fpots on the globe can
furpafs it in fertility.

In the afternoon, as the weather was charming,
they took a ride to Saria, a convent of Capuchin
friars on the hills. The city and port of Barce-
lona appeared to great advantage from hence,
being colle@ted into a perfe& landfcape. The
convent garden, on the flope of the hill, is truly
romantic, and fireams of limpid water run down
on all fides with the wildnefs of nature, or {pout
through the eyes of a little Magdalen, or from a
St. Francis.

Their return to town was by a hollow way, un-
der banks of Indian figs, catus opuntia, where
the butterflies were fporting as in the middle of
fpring. The women were buly making black
lace, fome of which is fpun out of the leaf of the
aloe. It is curious, but of little ufe, as it foon
grows mucilaginous with wathing.

They pafled the convent of Jefus, belonging to
the Cordeliers, and in a garden here faw the plant
called aroma, a fpecies of mimofa, or fpunge-
tree, bearing a round yellow flower, with a faint
mutky {mell, to which many fingular qualities are
attributed. If the feed i5 chewed and fpate out in
a room, it will immediately fill it with an over-
coming ftench, and turn all the white paint black.

‘The evening concluded with a ball, where our’
travellers, for the firft time, had the pleafure of
feeing the fandango danced. It is very voluptu-
ous, and throws the body into fuch attitudes as
the eyc of decency ought not to behold, nor mo~
defty to praife.

On the 12th, they vifited the fortre(s of Mounx.
juich, where the finenefs of the day and \he
‘esaly of the profpe® gave an enchantment ‘o
- - GN®Y
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every obje@. Montijuich is fuppofed to be cor-
rupted either from Mons Jovis, or Mons Judai-
cus: it ftands fingle on the fouth-weft point of
Barcelona. The extent of its bafis is very great.
Large crops of wheat are produced on the north
and eaft fides; and a great quantity of ftrong
wine is made on the fouth-eaft angle; butitis
faid to be ipedicated with lime and mahogany
chips, to give it fpirit and colour.

The face of the mountain, towards the fea, is
almoft an infurmountable precipice. The road up
to the top is very fteep ; and about half way is an
ancient burial place of the Jews, with many large
monumental ftones fcattered about, covered with
Hcbrew infcriptions.

Every part of the old caftle is deftroyed, and
large modern works ereGted on the fite. From
hence Barcelona, and every individual houfe on
it, may be feen to advantage, as well as a great
extent of coaft and country. All the walls are
of ftone, and multiplied to an amazing number,

The main body of the place is bomb proof.
Two elegant ftone ftaircafes, with iron railing,
lead down to the cafemates, or vaualted quarters,
which are near four hundred yards long. One of
the principal baftions is fcooped out into a ciftern,
capable of containing feventy thoufand cubic feet
of water. Above the quarters is a grand terrace,
yound a court, with turrets at each angle.

This caftle has already coft immenfe fums,
during the fpace of fifteen years that it has been
building, and will probably coft as much more
before it can be finiihed; nor does it appear,

from its elevated fituation, capable of annoying
an enemy, encamped on the plain.

The
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The badnefs of the roads having detained our
traveller at Barcelona fome days longer than he
.intended, he fet out with his companions to vifit
Montferrat. For a few miles from Barcelona,
they found the roads moft excellent; but they
foon relapled into their ufual ftate in this coun-
try. At Martorel, a large town, where the na-
tives manufa@ure black lace, they pafled a very
high bridge, with Gothic arches, built on the
ruins of a decayed one, which had ftood for one
thoufand nine hundred and eighty-five years,from
its fir ereion by Hannibal, in the 535th year
of Rome, as an infcription records.

At the north-end of this ttru&ure is a trium-
phal arch, faid to have been raifed by that gene-
ral in honour of his father, Hamilcar. It is almoft
entire, and well proportioned. :

Continuing their journey through a large vil-
lage, named Efpalungera, they arrived, in the af-
ternoon, at the foot of Montferrat, one of the moft
fingular in the world for thape, fituation, and com-

fition. It ftands infulated, and towering over a

illy country, like a pile of grotto work, or Gothic
fpires. Its height is about three thoufand three
hundred feet above the level of the fea.

They afcended by the fleepeft road, to fave
time; and after two hours tedious riding, from
eaft to weft, up a narrow path, cut out'of the fides
of gullies and precipices, they reached the higheft
part of the road, and foon afier came in fight of
the convent placed in a nook of the road. It feems
as if fome violent convulfion of nature had fplit
the caftern face of Montferrat, and formed in the
cleft a fufficient platform to huild the monafhexy
on. The Llobregat roars at the bottom, and yet-

Pendicular walls of ! e
» Ves. XVI, r OCki.Of immen{e ey X
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from the water’s edge, near half way up the moun-
tain. On thefe mafles of white ftone refts the fmall

iece of level ground which the monks inhabit.
Clofe behind the abbey, huge cliffs fhoot up in a
femicircle to a ftupendous elevation, with their
fummit {plit into fharp cones, pillars, and various
fantaftic thapes, all blanched and bare; but hav-
ing their interftices filled up with forefls of ever-
green and deciduous trees and fhrubs.

Fifteen hermitages are placed among the woods
and pinnacles of the rocks, or in cavities hewn
out of them. The rocks are compofed of lime-
ftones of different colours, of quartz, freeftone,
and fome touchftone, cemented together by a na-
tural procefs. The affemblage and view of the
whole are not only aftonithing, but unnatural.

As our countrymen carried a letter for the ab-
bot, they found a polite and hofpitable reception.
Saffron foup, however, and fpiced ragouts were
not much to their tafte. After dinner a plate of
carraways and a falver of wine were handed about,
which reminded our author of the treat Juftice
Shallow offers to Sir John Falftaff.

The monks here are Benedictines, and their
goﬂ'elﬁons are very confiderable, though the king

as lately curtailed them. Their original foun-
dation, in 866, gave them nothing but the moun-
tain; and to occarring and fubfequent benefac-
tions, they owe the great increafe of their landed
property.

They are bound to feed and lodge, for three
days, all pilgrims who come to pay their homage
to the Virgin. The allowance is humble enough:

it is no more than a luncheon of bréad in the
m;miag ; as much more, with brath, ak nowns
2z . Toht, .
“rd brcati again at night e
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The number of profeffed monks is feventy-fix,
of lay brothers twenty-cight, and of finging boys
twenty-five, befides a phyfician, {urgeon, and fer-
vants, - .

Next morning, Mr. Swinburne and his com-
pany were conduted to the church, by one of
the monks. It is a gloomy pile internally, and
has its gilding much fullied by the {moke of a
large number of filver lJamps continually burning.

The choir above ftairs is decorated with the
life of Chrift, in bandfome wooden carving. A
large iron grate divides the church from the
chapel of the Virgin, where the image ftands in
a niche over the altar, before which four tapers
confiantly barn,

In the facrifty, and the paflages leading to it,
are prefles and cupboards full of relics and orna-
meants of goid, filver, and precious fiones. The
moft valuable and curious are two crowns for the
Virgin and her fon, of ineftimable price, fome
large diamond rings, an excellent caareo of Me-
dufa’s hegd, the Roman emperors in alabafter;
the fword of St. Ignatius, and the cheft that con-'
tains the athes of a famous brother, John Guarin,
of whom they relate nearly the fame ftory as that
given in the Guardian of the Santon Barifa and
the Sultan’s daughter. :

Immenfe is the quantity of votive offerings to
the miraculous ftatue of the virgin, and as no-
thing can be reje@ed, or otherwife difpofed of,
the fhelves are loaded with whimfical ex-votos. .

They next vifited fome f{inall rooms behind the
high altar, and a firong filver-plated door bein
thrown open, they were bid to lean forward and
kifs the hand of Nueftra Senora, whch was =

. ‘L2 seady
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ready half worn away by the eager oftentations
of its votaries.

Having feen every place about the convest,
they fet out for the hermitages, and took the
thort road up a crevice, between two huge mafles
of rock, where, in rainy weather, the waters de-
volve in furious torrents, They counted fix
hundred holes, or fteps, fo fteep and perpendica-
lar, that from below they could not difcern the
leaft track. A hand-rail and a few feats to breathe
on, enabled them, however, to perform this (ca-
lade. '

Soon after they arrived, through a wildernefs
of evergreens, at the narrow platform where the
firft hermit dwells, His fituation is wonderfully
romantic, and his accommodations very appropri-
ate. He feemed to be a cheerful, fimple old man,
in whofe mind, forty years retirement had obli-
terated all worldly ideas.

The bermits are all clad in brown, and wear
long beards: their allowance from the convent is
fmall, and their refpe@ive limits are very narrow.
They never eat meat, nor converfe with each
other. They make every vow of the monks, and
likewife an additional one, that of never quitting
the mountain. Their firft habitation is always
moft remote from the convent, and they defcend
according as vacancies happen in the lower celis*.

Having left a fmall prefent in the chapel win-
dow, they continued their walk. The fecond
bermitage they came to ftands on a point of &

® [t is impoffible to read the auferities, the fooleries, and
ghe impolitions of monaftic and gremitical life, without altere

Qate pity and con'smpt.
ok,
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rock, over a precipice that defcends almoft to the
very bed of the river. The profpe& was awfully
grand. In a clear day, it is faid, they can feo
Majorca from this fpot, though no lefs than one
hundred and eighty-one miles diftant.

On the rock, that overhangs the hermit’s cell,
was formerly a caftle with its cifterns and draw-
bridge, where fome banditti harboured, and often
fpread their depredations over the neighbouring
valleys. At laft they were overpowered ; and in-
commemoration of this evest, the hermitage is'
dedicated to St. Dimas, the good thief.

At La Trinidad, the next cell they vifited, the
monks, by rotation, pafs a few days in the fum-
mer feafon. It is a very pretty place, and has.
fuperior accommodations to the other hermitages.
The tenant of this fpot gave them a glafs of good
Sitges wine, and a pinch of fnuff, raifed from to-
bacco in his own garden; but the officers of the
cufipms have extended their tyranny even to thefe
folitudes, and ordered the cultivation of tobacco
to be difcontinued.

Having fatisfied their curiofity among the’
hermitages, which, in general, differ little from
each other, except in the fituation, they arrived
at Santa Cecilia, the parifh church where the fi-
Jent inhabitants of this Thebais mect every morn-
ing to hear mafs, and twice a week toconfefs and
communicate. :

It is impoffible to give an adequate idea of the
fublime views and the uncouth appearance of the
different parts of Montferrat. A painteror a bo-
tanift might {pend many days bere with pleafure.
The apothecary of the houfe has collefed a
of four hundred and thirty-feven {pecies of Yhants,

and forty of trees, that grew on \Wis mowNR

L3
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One great inconvenience, in this romantie, °
and, in fome refpe@s, beautifal retreat, is the
fcarcity of freth water. Except one fpring at the
parith, and another at the convent, they have
only ciftern water of the worft kind. is de-
ficiency of the neceffary fluid prevents any wild
beait ever encroaching on the mountain.

Having dined at the abbey, and reccived the
cuftomary donation of bleifed croffes and holy
medals, they fet out on their return for Barcelo-
na, which they reached the following morning.

Catalonia is, almoft throughout, extremely
mountainous. The nature of the country appears
to have great influence on the inhabitants, who
are a hardy, a@ive, and induftrious race, of a
middle fize, brown complexion, and marked fea-
tures.

The mocos, or mule-boys, are excellent pedefiri-
ans; fome of them have been known to go from
Barcelona to Madrid and back again, in nine
days, which by the high road is fix bundred miles.

The lofs of gll their immunities, the ignomi-
nious prohibition of every weapon, even a com-
mon kaife*, and an enormous load of taxes, have
not been able to flifle their independent fpirit.
By degrees, fome of their ancient privileges have
been reftored ; bat this is done with a very fpar-
ing hand, and rather extorted from fear, than
conferred from regard.

The common drefs of a Catalonian failor or
muleteer is \brown; and the diftin&ive mark
by which they are known in Spain, is a red wool-
Jen cap, falling backwards like that of the ancient

# Can the tyranny of defportfm go farnes, can wan o,

# mpre )
o ThrygRos.
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Phrygians. The middling fort of people and ar~
tificers wear hats and dark clothes, with a half-
wide coat carelefsly thrown over their thoulders.

The women have a black filk petticoat over a
little hoop, fhoes without heels, bare fhoulders,
and a black veil ftiffened out with wire; fo that
they refemble a hooded ferpent.

The Catalonians are excellent for light infan-
try, on the forlorn hope, or for a coup-de-main
but they are averfe to the firi®nefs of mili-
tary difcipline. Such is their pride, that they
cannot fubmit to be menial fervants in their own
country ; but will rather endure any inconveni-
ence at home or abroad, than appear in this capa-
city, At a diftance, however, they make excel-
lent fervants, and moft of the principal houfes of,
Madrid have Catalonians at the head of their
affairs.

Thofe who remain at home are extremely in-
dufirious. Tkeir corn-harveft is in May or early
in June; but as thofe cropsare liable to frequent
burftings and mildews, they have turned their
attention more to the culture of the vine, which
they plant and nourith with infinite labour, even
oun the fummits of their moft rugged mountains.
‘Their vintages are commonly very plentiful,
The beft red wine of Catalonia is made at Mata-
ro, north of Barcelona; and the beft white at
Sitges, between that city and Tarragona. X

There are mines of lead, iron, and coal, in the
mountains, but they turn to poor account. 'The
manufatures are of more importance. Barce-
lona fupplies Spain-with moft of the clothing and
arms for the troops. This branch of buhnels

carsied on with {o much expedition, Xk Woey
2 N
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can equip a battalion of fix huandred men
week.

The gun-barrels of Barcelona are much ef
ed, and fell for from four to twenty gui
They are made out of the old fhoes of mule

The devotion of the Catalonians feems
pretty much on a par with that of their n
bours in the fouthern provinces of France;
is much lefs ardent than nearer the oapital.
they are équally as fuper@itious as the gr
devotees. On the Ift of November, the E
all Souls, they run about from houfe to |
to eat chefnuts; believing that, for every
nut they fwallow, with proper faith and-un
they fhall liberate a foul from purgatory.

The proceedings of the inquifition are g
very mild. If any perfon leads a fcandalou
or allows his tongue unwarrantable liberti
is fummoned by the Holy Office, and admc
ed; and in cale of non-amendment, he is
mitted to prifon.

Once ayear every perfon muft-anfwer al
tribunal, for the orthodoxy of his family
foreign proteftant houfes are paffed over um
ed. By avoiding religious difcuilions, and
forming to a few infignificant ceremonies, ¢
fon may live here in what manner he pieaf

Mr. Swinburne left Barcelona on the 1¢
November, and they fet forward for Val
The firft day’s journey was very thort, an
roads were good. They ftopped at Cipre
neat houfe, in a wild mountainous country,
a few pines fcattered about. Here they fav
the firfl time, a true Spanifh kitchen—a h

raifed above the level of. the figor, wndse ?
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funnel, where a circle of muleteers were huddled
together over a few cinders. .

Next morning they paffed a broad glen, or
hollow, over which a road had been attempted
on arches, but it failed. In the prefent ftate
this pafs is dangerous; and farther on the road
grows worfe, in a large foreft of pines, where the
rocks and gullies almoft render a carriage-way
impra&icable. .

The country at the foot of the mountains is
fertile and populous. About Villa Franca de
Panades, the foil is remarkably light and eafily
eultivated. ,

In the evening they paffed by torch-light un-
der a Roman arch, and returned next morning to
examine it, This arch is almoft entire, elegant
in its proportions, and fimple in its ornaments.
The infcription is much defaced, but an ancient
Spanith author reads it—Ex TesTaMmENTO L. L1~
cinir L. F, Serci1 Surae consecraTum. This
Licinius was thrice conful under Trajan, and was
famous for his extraordinary wealth.

Next day was very delightful. The fun fhone
out in all his fplendor; the fea was fmooth and
calm, and the profpe& incetfantly varying as they
advanced, fometimes along the rich level of the
fhore, and fometimes over gentle eminences,
The little river Gaya diftributes its waters in
flone channels to all parts of the valley, and gives
vigour to its produétions. Here the tender olive
fets are nurfed up in long bafkets, till they
get out of the reach of goats and other enemies.

As they defcended the hill of Bara, Tarragona
prefented itfelf to their view, and they tatned o
to the right into a wood of pines and thrgos, o
vifit 2 monument, that tradition \has ““w}g::
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Tomb of the Scipios. They were the father and
uncle of Scipio Africanus, both killed in Spain. :

This building is about nineteen feet fquare,
snd twenty-eight high. In the front, facing thd
fea, are two ftatues of warriors, in a2 mournfuk
pofture, roughly cut out of the flones of the fe-
pulchre. The infcription is fo much defaced,
that it is impoffible to make any fenfe of it.

They now afcended the almoft naked rocks of
Tarragona, which produce nothing but the dwarf
palm, or palmeto. 'L'his’plant grows to the height

of one or two feet, and is not only valued for itg
fruit and the pith of its roots, but alfo for its
leaves, which make good brooms and ropes, and
ferve to fatten cattle. :

The ancient Tarraco is now dwindled away to
a very trifling city. Many antiquities have beer
found here, and are ftill to be feen in the town,
and almoft all round the walls. A few veftiges
remain of the palace of Auguftus, and of the
great circus, an arch or two of the amphitheatre,
and fome fteps cut in the folid rock, ftill exift;
overhanging the fea.

The cathedral, dedicated to St. Thecla, is ik
‘conftru&ted ; but the new chapel, dedicated to
that faint, is a fine piece of archite®ure. The
infide is cafed with yellow and brown marbles,
dug up in the very centre of the tow:, and orna-
mented with white foliages and bafs reliefs.

From this city they defcended into the Campo
Tarragones, a plain about nine miles in diameter,
one of the moft fruitful and.beft cultivated fpots
in Europe. Reus, which flands almoft in its
centre, has agents and faGors from all the forei%n

foufes at Barcelona. This town daily-increaiea

{a fize and pogulation., Winesand brandies a\;‘:‘
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the ftaple commodities. Of the former, the beft
for drinking are produced on the hills belonging
to the Carthufians; thofe of the plain are beft
adapted for burning, as it is called. The annual
exports are about twenty-thoufand pipes of bran-
dy. Fivé pipes of winre make one of firong fpi-
*xit, and four make one of weak.
~  This branch of trade employs about one thou-
fand fills in the whole Campo. The brandy is
2ll carried in carts, down to Salo, an open but
fafe road, five miles off. Nuts are likewife an
article of exportation, and upwards of fixty-thou-
Jand buthels have been fhipped off in one year,
very thing here wears the face of bufinefs ; but
this is at the expence of the inland villages,
nany of which are left almoft deftitute of inha-
Litants.

Proceeding from Reus, where they met with
«he moft gratifying civilities, their view was foon
tonfined on every fide by groves of locuft and
olive trees, till they entered the defert, near the
fea-fhore, at a ruined tower, called the Cafa Yer-
ma. In the afternoon they came to a rocky pafs
under the fort of Balaguer. Their evening jour-
ney lay among bleak uncomfortdble hills, covered
with low fhrubs.

- The approach of night, and the danger of ven-
toring in fuch broken ways in the dark, obliged
them to flop at Venta del Platero, a hovel fo fus
perlatively wretched as to beggar all defcription,
Pigs, mules, and human beings, all occupied the
tame floor. A pool of water, on the level with
their apartment, mide their clothes fo dampg, that
nest morning they might have been ~wrond,
Howerer, fuch is the falubrity of the chwrts.
that even this did not affe@ their healthn.
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As foon as it was light they departed, and
found the wafte grow more and more barren.
The acclivity of the roads made travelling in car-
riages almoft impoffible, nor was riding pleafant.
The torrents had fwept away the bridges and
caufeways, and wafbed the road to the very rock,

In a few hours they emerged from this defert,
which is at leaft ten leagues long. A little tarn
of the road brought them in fight of the mouth
of the Ebro, which appears to wafte itfelf before
it reaches the fea, by running through various
channels in a flat track, which might be convert-
ed into very fertile land. . .

There are two good harbours at the mouth of
the river, which is navigable for veflels of fifi
tons burden as high as Tortofa, and for fmall
craft much higher. The waters of the Ebro,
though muddy, are conftantly drank without any
ill effe@s, by the natives; and, like the Nile,
they have a fertilizing quality, when the plains
are inundated by them.

Juft before our travellers entered Tortofa, they
met the bithop of that fee, clad in the fimple
drefs of the inferior clergy of that province. His
lank black hair was cut clofe to his ears, and co-
vered by a great hat, fqueezed out on each fide
into the form of a boat. The bifhops in this
country in general lead a very fimple and exem-
plary life, laying out the greateft part of their
income in charity and works of public utility.
This, however, encourages inlolence; and is
more praifeworthy in princi‘{le, than beneficial
to the community. The bifhopric of Tortofa is
worth thirty thoufand dollars a year.

Near this placethey faw theliquorice-wofk ot an

Lnglithman, who employs one hundsed :::\\‘:“"‘
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gathering the plant, and about fifteen at conftant
work in the mills. He pays a certain fum to the
proprietors of thofe lands, for the privilege of
colle&ing the liquorice-roots. About four hun-
dred tons of root make fifty of cake, which, in
England, fells at about three pounds fifteen fhil-
lings per hundred weight.

Tortofa is an ugly town en the declivity of a
hill, north of the Ebro, over which there is a
bridge of boats. Its commerce in filk and corn
is now at a low ebb. They next traverfed the
rich vale of Garena, where the olive trees grow
to a great fize. Here the peafants wear the Va-
lencian drefs, which confifts of a monftrous
flouched hat, cropt hair, a fhort brown jacket,
white waiftcoat and trowfers, flockings gartered
below the knee, and pack thread fandals.

At the paflage of the Senia, they entered the
kingdom of Valencia. After croffing a track of
heath, they defcended to the fhere, which is beau-
tifully planted with olive, mulberry, fig and lo-
cuft trees. They found a rich red foil, and vine-
yards peatly trimmed. From this vicinity. eight.
thoufand pipes of a very firong, fweet, red wine
are annually exported to Holland, Germany, and
other places. :

In this plain they fuffer much for want of wa-
ter; and the vintage is frequently diminifhed by
the exceflive heats, which dry up all the fprings.
‘Wherever they can procure water from wells by
means of a wheel turned by a mule, they have
fine vegetables all the year. They cut lucerne
every week in fpring, and every fortnightin win-
ter; and mix it with the fweet bran of e la-

cufl, as provender for their mles. X3 » oo

y

only kind of flefh to be found here.
. Yor. XVI, ' M
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The peafants, on the adjacent mountains, live
moft part of the year on the roafted acorns of the
ever-green oak, a food which is really very fa-
voury and palatable, but not very nourithing.
Even the proprietors of vineyards live in a very
poor ftyle.

From Benicarlo they had much ftony road, al-
ternately {kirting the fhore, or climbing up wild
rocky hills. Few vales furpafs that of Margal in
bcauty. The fea forms a pi&urefque bay before
it, and the mountains run behind in & vaft femi-
circle.

The moment they entered the petty kingdom
of Valencia, they began to feel a {fenfible change
in the climate: the days were difagreeably hot,
though it was now the end of November, and the
nights foft and mild, like the fammer evenings
in England.

The profpe@s along the calm Mediterranean
are moft enchanting. Creeks, promontories,
towers, green woody vales, and rocks impending
over them, are the conftant fcenes that prefent
themfclves in pleafing variety and fucceffion.

In travelling through this country, for feveral
nights, they heard the people finging doleful dit-
ties under their windows to the found of a gui-
tar, which they ftruck without any idea of mufic,
but merely as an accompaniment.

They were now approaching to Valencia, and
from an eminence had a noble view of the valley
of Almenara, a kind of land bay, furrounded by
lofty mountains, and adorned with fix pretty

* towns, rifing out of the bofom of a foreft of dark
and light greens, charmingly tisted. The low
range of turrets on the hill of Murviedro, onee
aguntum, juts out towards \ne feg, from e

[SXNUN
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chain of mountains that feparates the vale of Al-
menara from that of Valencia.

At Murviedro they flopped to view the ruins
of that once celebrated city. The prefent town
is very inconfiderable, and feems to ftand upon
the fame ground as the ancient Roman city ; but
in all probability, the Saguntum, that was de-
ftroyed by Hannibal, was built on the fummit of
the hill.

Half way up the rock are the ruins of the the—
atre, in fufficient prefervation to give a tolerable
idea of its extent and diffribution. It is an exa®
femicircle, about eighty-two yards diameter ; the
length of the orcheftra being twenty-four yards.
The feats for the audience, the flaircafes, and
paflages of communication, the vomitoria, and
arched porticos are ftill eafy to be traced. The
back part refts againft the hill; and fome of the
galleries are cut out of the rock.

As the fpeQators faced the north and eaft, and
were fheltered from the weft and fouth, nothing
could be more agreeable in this climate than fuch
a fituation; open to every pleafant and falubri-
ous breeze, and defended from all wipds that
miglit bring with them heat or noxious vapours.
It is computed that nine thoufand perfons could
conveniently be feated in this theatre.-

From this fine remain of antiquity, whxch
might have been more entire, had not the bar~
barous inhabitants wrenghed off the facing ftones
to build their convents with, Mr. Swinburne
end his companions climbed up to the fummit of
the mountain, a narrow ridge covered with Moor-
ith bulwarks. A few uninterefiing wnlefhiphons,
two mutilatgd flatues, and fome Roman arcoes,

M2 . thxowa
: {
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thrown over a large ciftern, were all the ant
tiey they faw. ’

The fortifications divide the hill into fe
courts with double and tripple walls, ere@e
huge mafles of rock, laid in regular courfe
the Romans. Over thefe are placed the Mo
works, which are perfe@ly chara&eriftic of
military archite@ure of that nation.

The landfcape from hence was beautiful
grand beyond all defeription; and it is impol
for any pen to give the leaft adequate idea ¢
Valencia, with all its fpires, about twelve ¢
off, was diftin&ly difcerned; but the v:
fcenery lefs remote was fufficient to arreft the
in wonder and delight.

From this place to Valencia is one perfe@
den, fo thick of trees, that the view is con{
to near obje@s. Villages and monafteries pre
themfelves every hundred yards, and the r
were crowded with multitudes of people.
the grounds are divided into {fmall compartm
by water-chanuels, the work of the Moors;
the prefent inhabitants, lefs tkilful in agricult
or lefs induftrious, have fuffered many of the
fall into decay.

Valencia is fituated in fuch a dead and wi
flat, that they were in the fuburbs before
thought of it. The morning after their arr
they waited on the old intendant of the provi
with a letter of introdu&ion from his con
of Catalonia.

The old gentleman received their letter
nngracioufly, and flung it on the table, witl

faying a word, or even: offering them a
Having waited for fome time, they began ¢
At each other, and to fmile at theit TeCeRNx
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this, the intendant looking up, afked if they were
not Catalonians. No, replied Mr. Swinburne,
we are Englithmen on our travels. Oh, oh! faid
he; you come from a better country. Can I be
of any fervice to you ? ’

They told him, the only favour they wanted
was a proteQion from being peftered by the cuf-
tomhoufe officers. He now affumed a very civil
carriage; but his general behaviour was arbitrary,
cruel, and avaricious in the extreme; and our
travéllers heard many ftories to his difadvantage,
among the Valencians, which proves that he is
neither loved nor efteemed.

The climate here is mild and pleafant, but
there is fomething faint and.erervating in the
air. Every eatable is infipid: the greens, wine,
and meat, {feem the artificial forced produétions
of continual waterings and hot-beds. Here a
man may labour for an hour at a piece of mutton,
and when he has tired bis jaws, find that he has
only been chewing the idea of a dinner. The
meat, as foon as it is cut into, yields abundance .
of gravy; aod pothing remains but a mere
withered caput mortuum. Vegetables, with the
fineft outward thew imaginable, tafte of nothing
but water.

Even the Valencians themfelves feem affeéted
in the fame manner: they are Jarge built, perfon-
able looking men, but flabby and inanimate. The
women here. are fubje@ to jealous mafters,
who will neither truft them abroad, nor deign

- to let them fit at the fame table. The wives of
farmers ftand at their hufbands’ elbow, and wait
upon them. o
. The inhabitants, indeed, of this provinee, e

figmatized by their neighbours wWith mapy O¥
. M 3 proonyy
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probrious appellations, diated, as charity v
incline one to hope, by the rancour of nat
prejudice. They are, however, allowed to be
fullen and unpolithed, and to have adopte
of the fpirit of civilization than moft other
of Spain. They ftrut all day in redicillas, or
monftrous hats, and dark brown cloaks, v
give the crowds in the fireets the appearan
a funeral proccflion,

Scarcely any fociety is kept up among t
though the falubrity of the climate and re
of ceconomy induce feveral confiderable far
to make this city the place of theirabode. ’
chief expence lies not in conviviality and (o
but in fervants, mules, and equipages; an«
quently in low and difgraceful amours.

Valencia is large and almoft circular. 1ts
are lofty,and fome of their original towers re1
Several large clumfy bridges crofs the chani
the Guadaviar ; but, except in rainy feafon
bed is almoft dry.

The captain general refides in the fubur
an uncouth Gothic palace, at the entrance ¢
Alameda, a long double avenue of poplars
prefles, and palms, where the nobility tak
air in coaches on feftive occafions. About a
below, is the port of Valencia, which, pro
fpeaking, is an open road, the mole having
fgfeept away by a violent ftorm.

Single horfe chairs are much in ufe here
are to be let at all hours at the gates. This
ele is very uneafy; but the horfes are exce
4nd run along like lightning. OQur trav

Ahaving occafion one day to hire a coach, W
ble-boy at theirinn offered his fervicestoy
oue; and in fifteen minutes brovgac
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the door, and four fine mules, with two pofiil-
Jions and a lackey, all in flaming liveries. They-
afterwards found that this equipage belonged to
a countefs; and that the nobility make no fera-
ple of letting out their carriages, probably for the
benefit of their fervants, when they do not want
them themfelves. - .

The fireets of this city are crooked and narrow;
and being deftitute of paving, are full of duft in
dry weather, and in wet, deep in mud. They
even plead advantage from this, as it makes ma-
nure more plenty. Thus idlenefs and flovenlinefs

- will never want an excufe. . :

The houfes are little more attra&ive than the .
ftreets. Moft of the churchgs are tawdry, and
loaded with barbarous ornaments, both within
and without. In the multitude, however, of fa-
cred edifices, fome may be found that excel in.
particular parts; but fcarcely one that deferves
commendation in the whole, fes elegance or fym-
metry. .

Some of the churches have domes, but the
greater part tall flender turrets, painted and be-
decked with all forts of pilafters and whim-
fical devices. Every thing, indeed, is gilt and
bedaubed with incredible profufion,’

The cathedral is a large Gothic pile; and its
archbifhopric, one of the beftin Spain, is faid to |
be worth forty thoufand pounds a year. The re«
venues of Toledo are flill greater, but they are
more precarious, and more expenfive in colle&t-
ing. The laft and prefent archbifhops of Valen-
cia were the fons of peafants; and the volng,

ﬂaﬂ:‘on of both feems to have heen convantoudd=

gl
oy
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Priefts, nuns, and friars, of every denomination
and drefs, fwarm in this city ; where fome con-
vents contain more than one hundred monks, all
richly provided for. e .

The lonja, or exchange, is a very noble Gothic
hall, built about the clofe of the fifteenth cen-
tury, with all the beauty and richnefs which that
fiyle is fufceptible of. Some other civil buildings
are not inelegant nor incommodious for their def-
tination.

This city and kingdom has undergone many
xevolutions, and has fallen under various mafters
of different nations. At laft it was taken from
the Moors by James I. king of Arragon in 1238,
and for ever annexed to that crown, the fate of
which it has fince followed in all its revolutions.

The population of Valencia is‘computed at one
bundred thoufand, and that of the whole king-
dom at feven hundred and fixteen thoufand €ight
hundred and eithty-four fouls, refident in five
hundred and feventy towns and villages. The
manufatures of filk are the chief caufe of a num-
ber of inhabitants, which, if compared with other
provinces of Spain, may be reckoned very confi-
derable. :

Government has prohibited the exportation of
raw filk from this pravince, in order to lay in a
ftock that may keep the manufalturers conftantly
employed in bad years; for it has fometimes hap-
pened, that half the workmen have been thrown
out of bread, for want of materials.

The great nurferies of mulberry plants in this
plain, are produced from {eed, obtained by rub-

bing a rop: of efparto over heaps of tipe mulwex-
ries, and then burying it two nches undex Wae,
gt'o,und . As the young plants come vy, \‘m.gx ':;
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drawn and tranfplanted. The trees, which are
all of the white kind, are afterwards fet out in
rows, and pruned every fecond year.

Fruit, hemp, wine, and cotton, are likewife
produced in the utmoft abundance in Valencia;
and form fome of the grand articles of exporta~
tion. But notwithftanding all this plenty, the
peafantry can with difficulty procure food to keep.
their families from ftarving, - :

In the beginning of December, they left Va-
lencia, and travelled the firft day through a plain,
as fertile as nature and frequent watering can.
render if. '

Before they arrived at Alzira, a large town in
an ifland of the Xucar, they croffed an extenfive
track of land, aftonithingly fertile. The peas and
beans in the fields were very high, and in fall
blow. They were ftopped feveral times by long
droves of mules, carrying corn to Valencia, the
condu&ors of which were ill-looking fellows,
clothed in leather.

"In the afternoon, at the entrance of a more
mountainous country, they came to the rice-
grounds, now in ftubble, The rice of Valencia
is more yellow than that of the Levant ; but rec-
koned more nutritive, and capable of being longer

kept.

e';'hey lay at Xativa, formerly a ftrong fortrefs,
but being deftroyed by Philip V. was rebuilt
under the name of 8an Felipe. That monfter,
Borgia, afterwards Pope Alexander VI. was a na-
tive of this town,

Their route. from this town lay up winding
vales, between ridges of high bleak mountains
Olive plantations, pine forefts, and bare OnaV%Y

bills now faluted their view. ' -
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Next morning, the froft was very tharp on the
high bare hills, where there is much corn land,
but no trees. The farm houfes are fcattered
about in that track pretty much as they are in
the open parts of England.

On entering Villena, they were ftruck with the
drefs of the inhabitants. A brown montero-cap,
jacket, and breeches, with a yellow waiftcoat,
being the ufual uniform, put them in mind of
Sancho Panga; particularly as they were in that
corner of the country from which the inimitable
Cervantes drew his pi¢ures. .

The cafile of Villena is large and well fituated,

and has once been ftrong. The whole confines of
Valencia and Caftille are full of ruined towers, a
mark of the mifery arifing from fmall contigu-
ous kingdoms, which nature intended to bs
united.
" Soon after, they found the ftyle of falutation
quite changed. Inftead of “ God keep your
worthip,” the peafants here began to bawl out, at
fome diftance, “ Ave Maria puriflima,” to which
it is neceffary to return, ¢ Sin pecado concebida,*
or, “ Deo gratias.” .

They reached Alicant very early in the morn-
ing of the 8th of December, and took up their
lodgings at an inn that overhangs the fea, whera
the waves beat againft their walls under their
windows, and the whole road and harbour lay
beautifully ftretched out before them. .

Our travellers foon experienced the ufual po-
litenefs of their countrymen, refident .in this
town. The Britith fatory confifts of five houfes;

and the flyle of living in 1t was moxe_e.\egau\dxan
they expeed to find out of the capial. . :

"o
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But, hofpitably as they were treated here, our
author fays he cannot praife the place itfelf: it
has neither buildings nor fireets that can recom-
mend it to diftin&ion. The houfes are folid,
with flat roofs, covered with cement; and every
thing looks fo white, that it tires the eye. The
duft flies about in whirlwinds in fine weather,
and when it rains, it requires boots to walk the
ftreets in.  °

In the hot months this place is a very furnace;
but in winter it is impoffible not to be delighted
with the tlimate, and the beauties the fituation
of the port of Alicant affords. It ftands on the
middle of a narrow neck of land, that firetches
out into the fea in femicircular form. A rocky
mountain rifes dire@ly behind the town, on the
fummit of which ftands the caftle, fortified in the
modern ftyle.

Behind the caftle-Lill is a plain, fome leagues
in circumference, and the the gardens of Alicant
lie along the fea-fhore, furrounded on three fides
by very lofty mountains. In this vale the fing
Alicant and Tent wines are made.

‘Water is the great agent, the primam mobile
of all produ@ions in this country. Every thing
Yanguifhes, and is foon parched up without au
ample {upply of it. Abundance of rain, fecures
both a plentiful harveft and+a copious vints
age. Whenever a fpring is difcovered, the
king's officers feize on it, and allot to each land-"
holder a proper hour for létting it flow on hid

rounds. i

The Englifh faGory here imports all (orts of

bale goods, corn, and Newfoundland cod. The

articles of their exportation are wine and batiha..
. T
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This laft grows in great quantities along the
efpecially near Carthagena.

The opera here is performed in the Italian
but has tew attraGtions. Our author fays,
were very near being deprived of the pleafi
feeing it, fuch as it was, by the fuperftition (
clergy, who attributed the long continuar
drought to that ungodly entertainment;
luckily for the poor performers, a fmart fh
fell juft as the interdi®ion was publifhing
the continuance of rain all the next day mad
priefts in a better humour.

They left Alicant on the 12th of Decembe
halted firft at Elche, a large town built o
tkirts of a wood of palm trees, very old
ftately. The country round this town has a
cheerful afpe, and is fufliciently fertile fror
abundance and judicious diftribution of
water. Near this place are avenues, planted
the Peru pepper tree, or fchinus molle, I
with branches of a handfome rofe-coloured

From hence they proceeded up the va
Murcia, fo juftly celebrated for the variety
richnefs of its culture. Though it was the:
heart of winter, the general appearance o
celebrated fpot was a bright green, arifing
the young corn, the flax, lucerne, pulfe,
orange groves.

The city of Murcia is neither large nor }
fome, The Segura, a muddy river, divides
two, and though it vloes not contribute muc
the embellithment of the town, it affifts to 1.

ize the plain. Hundreds of drains convey it
ters to the inclofures; and in {pwe of the @
of a fcorching fun, they preferve toe vey
frttem freth and fucculent.
2



SWINBURNE'S TRAVELS, 133

The cathedral is a large mafive pile, and is re-
markable for its fpire, to the top of which it is
poilible to ride. Irom this elevation is a full
view of thetownand country. The namesand ban-
ners of theJews that have beecaburnt in this town
by the Inquifition, are hung up in the church
like fo many trophies won in the day of battle.

I'rom Murcia they ftruck dire@ly acrofs the
vale, into the chain of mountains on the {outh of
the town; and after pafling the night at a mott
pitiful venta, they arrived ear:y next day at Car-
"thagena, where they took up their lodgings at
the Golden Eagle, the beft houfe of entertainment
they had found in Spain.

By means of a letter from Barcelona, our author
and his friends procured permiflion to vifit the
docks and magazines of this port, the moft confi-
derable in the Spanith dominions.

The arfenal is a fquare building, fouth-weft of
the town. Forty pieces of cannon defend its ap-
proach from the fea; but on the land fide it is
without defence. They faw only one feventy
gun fhip on the ftocks, and a rotten hulk heaved
down to be repaired. Behind the wet-dock was
a long range of magazines for ftores, which did
not appear very well filled, though the Spaniards
pretended the contrary. Indeed, they feemed
uneafly and jealous of our travellers; who found
it dithcult to perfuade them, that they had no
finitter views in their expedition.” .

The thips are heaved down in dock, which
muft be kept clear of water by the conftant ufe
of feveral fire engines, and the great pump, whick
is plied without intermifiion by Spamiin cievads
and Barbary flaves. Of the former they hase
ight hundred, and of the latter fix hwondre
Vor. XVI. N ™
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Moft of thefe wretches are kept to the hard labour
of pumping fixteen hours out of the twenty-four;
.and in the fummer feafon, {carce a day pafies that
fome of them do not drop down dead at their
work. Their defpair is fometimes fo outrageous,
that.if they can get within reach of -a weapon,
they will plunge it in their own breaft, or in that
of an affociate, merely to be put to death them-
felves. :

It is impoffible to fee thofe miferable beings
without eommiferation, yet the atrocioufnefs of
their crimes, perbaps, have deferved all they en~
dure. The feverity, however, exercifed over the.
Moorifh captives, makes reafon and humanity re-
wvolt. Retaliation will not be a fufficient plea
in juftification of Chriftians,

The port of Carthagena is in the figure of a
heart, and is naturaily very complete. The
ifland of Efcombrera blocks up the entrance, and
fhelters it from the violence of the wind and
waves. High bare mountains rife very fteep
from the water-edge, on the eaft and weft. On
the north, a narrow long ridge of hills, on which
the city ftands, fhuts out the view of the inland
country. ‘

Our travellers, accompanied by fome friends,
rowed round this delightful harbour, and exa-
mined its differént parts and Rations, They found
two frigates and four- chebecs lying here. Juft
as they were paffing the commodere, a fignal was
made for weighing anchor, and getting under fail.
As our countrymen were defirous of learning a
8 little of Spanifh feamanthip, they requefted

their fiteerfman to lie upon his oaty, 20d temain
along fide, that they might fee the men of wat
move out, The old fallor heaxtily \“ﬁ‘\*ﬁ:’;

l,.
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their requeft, telling them they were not at
Portfmouth ; and bade his men row away, as he.
was fure none of the veflels would be ready to
depart for three days at leaft, and that the fignal
was merely in compliance with the letter of their
orders. ’ c

Carthagena is large, but has very few good
fireets, and fill fewer grand or remarkable build-
ings. The hofpital is a large fquare, round two
courts, three flories high towards the fea, and’
two towards the land. The fiyle of archite@ure
and the plan are good. Co

Farther eaft, 4s a fmall church, ere®ed in ho-
nour of St. James, the patron of Spain, who is
pioufly believed to have landed here when he
came from Palefline, to convert this country to
Chriftianity.

As the principal crops of barilla are produced
in this vicinity, Mr. Swinburne was at fome trou-
ble to obtain information refpe@ing fuch a valu-
able vegetable, He found that there were four
plants of this genus, which, in the early part of
their growth, bear a ftrong refemblance to each-
other. Thefe are, to ufe the Spanifh diftin&ions,
barilla, gazul, or algazul, foza, and falicorniy or
falicor. They are ali burnt to athes; but applied
to different purpofes, as being poffefled of differ-
ent qualities, :

Barillais freth fown every year, and rifes to the
height of about four inches. Gazul isfown butonce
in three, four, or five years, according to the foil,
and does not exceed half the height of barilla,
Soza rifes to treble the fize of barilla, and te--
tains a2 bright green colour to the \ak. S¥weot;

¢ Sextsies
from the firft, grows u\g\g;\tx and _‘“‘\"\“‘ e":\m&
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a bufh of young rofemary : its natural foil is on
the declivities of hills, and near falt marfhes.
Barilla contains lefs falts than the others; and
when burnt it rans into a mafs refembling a
ipongy ftone, with a faint caft of blue. :
All thefe athes contain a ftrong alcali; but ba-
rilla the beft and pureft. On this principle it is

. ‘the fitteft for making glafs and bleaching linen :

the others are ufed in making foap, for they
would burn linen.

The method ufed in making barilla is the fame
as what is followed in the north of England in
burning kelp. An acre will yield about a ton;
confequently the crop is very valuable.

Not far from Carthagena is a place called Al-
mazaron, where they gatherafine red earth, called
almagra, ufed for polithing mirrors, and Jikewife
for giving tobacco that colour and foftnefs, which
conflitute the principal merit of Spanith fnuff.

Oo the 19th of December, they left Cartha~
gena, and for two days travelled up the plain, till
the tworidges of mountains, that formed its boun-
daries, united at its head.

Proceeding through a country, extremely vari-
ed, and, in general, little attrattive, or prefenting
any interefting objeéls, they arrived at Ifnallos
on the 24th. This is a difmal ruinous village
with mud walls; but the roads had been fo bad,
and their journey fo longcontinued, that any place
was agreeable where they could repofe.

Next morning they proceeded down a valley,
and foon came in fight of the plain and city of
Grenada, beautiful, even in its brumal robes, be-

yond expreflion.

Grenada is a place of great antiquity, 20d s

been much celebrated in hiftory, both European

F\\\
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and oriental. It was the beautiful and favoured
metropolis of a Moorith kingdom of the fame
name, which fubfifted feven hundred and eighty~
two years,

Ferdinand of Caftille, after a nine months bloc-
kade of the capital, obliged the Moorith king,
Abouabdoulah, to furrender; and the conqueror,
with his queen Ifabella, made their triumphal
entry into Grenada on the 2d of January 1492.
The Moorith prince, as he was condu&ing to the
Elace appointed for his refidence, flopped on the

ill of Padul, to take a laft view of his beloved
Grenada. The fight of this, which renewed his
moft tender recolle@ions, overcame his refolution;
he burft into tears, and in the anguifh of his foul,
broke out into the moft bitter exclamations
againft the feverity of his fate.

‘Such Moorifh families as remained in Grenada,
after the diffolution ef the monarchy, were conti-
aually molefted by zealous priefts and bigotted
princes. The Spanifh clergy, not at all fatisfied
in the external fhow of their converfion to
Chriftianity, were eager to difcern the fincere
from the pretended ; and therefore fet fpies over
them to watch their minuteft a&ions that they
might be furnifhed with grounds of accufation,

rritated at laft beyond endurance, the Morifcos
formed a grand confpiracy againft their tyrants, in
1568, but after an infurre@ion of two years, they
were at laft reduced by -the Spaniards, and dif-
perfed all over the kingdom; while the rabble
;)af ;he two Caftille's were fent to occupy their
nas. . :
In 1610, Philip III. iffued an e, command-
ing every perfon of Moorifh extra@ion, Wnost
_cxception, (o retire out of Spain. TW DY
" N2
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and extraordinary order was apparently pun&ually -
obeyed; neverthelefs, in 1726, the inquifition fer-
reted out and drove into banithment fome confi-
derable remains of that unfortunate race; and it
is very probable they are not wholly extin& now,
though experience and adverfity have tanghtthem
the caution of concealment. Indeed, our author
1ays, that a village in the mountains up the Da-
vo is almoft wholly compofed of the defcendants
of Moors, who are eafily diftinguithed from the
Cattillians by their round plump faces, fmall
bright eyes, little nofe, and projeting under-jaw.

The glories of Grenada have paffed away with
allitsold inhabitants; its fireets are choked with
filth ; its aqueduéts crumbled to duft; its woods
deftroyed; its territory depopulated; its trade
loft; in fhort, every thing, except the church and
the law, is in a moft deplorable fitnation.

But enough of the Alhambra ftill remains’to
thew the magnificence of the ancient kings of
Grenada. This fortrefs angd refidence of the Ma-
hometan monarchs of that country derives its
name from the red colour of the materials of
which it is originally built— alhambra fignifying

.a red houfe. Moft of the fovereigns took a de-
light in adding new buildings to the old towers,
now called Torres de JaCampana, or in embellifh-
ing what had been ereéted by their predeceffors.

The pleafantnefs of the fituation and the purity
of the air, induced the emperor Charles V. to be-
gin a magnificent edifice on the ruins of the of-

ces of the old palace, prebably for his ufual re-
fidence; but his volatile temper, and the multi-

Plicity of his avocations, wade him give vy alt

thoughts of Grenada, Jong before he had Homined
‘the plan, - ' o
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The Alhambra ftands between two rivers on a
very high hill, that projeéts into the plain, and
overlooks the city. The entrance from Grenada
is by a maflive gate, which condu&s into the out-
ward inclofure of the palace. An avenue of elms
commences here, which foon increafes to a
wood, interfe€ted by walks, and little ftreams al-
moft choked up. A large fountain adorns the
platform near the top of the hill

A diverticle to the left leads from this fpot, un-
der the walls of the inner inclofure. Its appear-

_ ance is that of an ancient town, exhibiting a long
range of high embattled walls, interrupted at
regular diftances by large, lofty, fquare tow-
ers.. Thefe have one or two arched windows,
near the top, and a precipitate flope from the bot-
tom into a dry ditch. The whole is built with
round irregular pebbles, mixed with cement and
gravel,

The principal entrance into the caftle isby a
fquare tower, anciently called the Gate of Judge-
raent, becaufe juttice ufed to be adminiftered here

.in a fummary manner. :

Asthis gate is never ufed for carriages, the paf-
fage winds through feveral turns, full of images,
indulgences, and altars, before the vifiter reaches
a narrow ftreet, between a row of mean barracks
on theright, and the caftle wall on the left, fup-
pofed to have been built by the Pheenicians.

This lane ends in the great fquare, or Plaza de
Jos Algibes, fo named from the ancient cifterns
that undermine it from one end ta the other, and
are conftantly fed by a fupply of running water.
The profpe& from the parapet WA W wondex~

fully grand,
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- On the brow of the hill, overhanging the city,
ftand the Towers of the Bell,a group of high fquare
buildings, now converted into prifons. Below
them is the governor's garden, a very pleafant
walk, lined with pine, orange, and cyprefs trees,
and myrtle hedges. .

On the right hand of the Plaza de los Algibes is
a gateway, ere&ed by Charles V. to condu& to
the fuperb palace he defigned, which ftands facing
the Torres de la Campana. This edifice is a per-
fe& fquare, of two hundred Spanith feet: it has
two orders of pilaftres, Doric and Ionic, on a
Ruftic bafe.

Three of the fronts are open; the fourth, or
northern, is conne&ed with the ancient palace of
the Moorith kings. The plan of Charles V. was
never completed ; but, from the progrefs made,
enough is thewn to excite the regret of eyery ad-
mirer of architetural beauty, that it had not pra-
ceeded farther. The archite&, who was a Spani-«
ard, has difplayed a tranfcendent genius, gran-
deur of ftyle, and elegance and chaftity of defign,

The Moorifh palace, on the north, is a huge
affemblage of buildings, without any apparent
defign. The walls are entirely deftitute of otna-
ment, and are compofed of pebbles and gravel,
plaftered aver very inartificially ; yet, within it
poflefles beautiesalmoft unrivalled. The firft court
contains the common baths, which are uncom-
monly rich and elegant. The ceilings and walls
are incrafted with fret work in ftucco. Inevery
divifion are Arabic fentences of different lengths,

ol of them expreflive of the following mean-
ing: * There is no conqueror but Godj' ot,
/;.; Qb;gicnce and honour to our lord A\ag\}t‘?ﬁ\\-“
, i3 54 . . an Ahow

eccilings are gilt or ga\ntcﬁa & o mé\\
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conftantly expofed to the air, time has caufed no
diminution in the frefhnefs of their colours.

Oppofite to the door of the Communa, is an
entrance into the apartment of the Lions, an ob-
long court one hundred feet long and fifty broad,
environed with a £olonnade. The area 1s paved
with coloured tiles; the colonnade with white
marble. The walls are covered five feet up with
chequered tiles of blue and white. Above and
below is a border of fmall efcutchecns with the
Arabic motto, “.No conqueror but God.” The
columns that fupport the roof and gallery are of
white marble, very flender, and fantaftically
adorned. They are nine feet- high, and eight
inches and a half in diameter. The ceiling is
executed in ttucco, with inimitable delicacy and
beauty. .

In the centre of the court are twelve ill defign-
ed lions, from the mouths of which iffued fireams
of water, gfterwards received into a large refers
voir, where it communicated by channels with
the jet d’eaus in the apartments. This fountain
is of white marble, and embellithed with many
feftqous and Arabic diftichs.

Patling along the colonnade, on the fouth is'a
circular room, with a light and elegant cupola,
painted and defigned in the moft exquifite tafte,
Every thing in this apartment infpires the moft
pleafing and voluptuous ideas.

»  Beyond this are two rooms, fuppofed to have
been tribunals, or audience chambers. In the
ceiling are three hiftorical paintings, exccuted
with much force of colouring, but harfh and ftiff,

Oppofite to the Sala de los Abenceragesisthe
entrance into the ‘Torre de las dos Herdnoes, ot

the Tower of the Two Sifters; 0 wawed “\:
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two very beautiful pieces of marble, laid in the
pavement. This gate exceeds all the reft in beau-
ty of profpe&, and in profufion of ornaments. It
commands a view of a range of apartments, where
a multitude of arches terminate in a large win-
doy open to the country. In a gleam of fune
thine, the variety of tints and lights thrown on
this enfilade are uncommonly rich. Some of the
apartments in themfelves are highly attrative,
but no defcription can convey an adequate idea
of them.

Having completed the tour of the wupper
apartments, they defcended to the lower floor,
which originally confifted of bed chambers, and .
fummer rooms. The back ftairs and paflages,
that facilitated the intercourfe between them, are
without number. The moft remarkable apart-
meat in this fuite is the royal bed room. * The
beds are placed in two alcoves, upon a raifed
pavement of white aud blue tiles. A fountain
played in the middle, to refreth the air in hot
weather. Behind the alcoves are two doors that
led to the royal baths, which are of marble.

Hard by is a whifpering gallery, and a kind of
labyrinth. Under the council room, is a long
flip, called the king's ftudy ;. and adjoining to it
are vaults, the place of fepulture for the royal
line.

It is impoffible to view this palace without be-
ing ftruck with a fenfe of its perfe& adaptation
for voluptuous retirement. No wonder the Moors
regretted the lofs of Grenada; no wonder they
Aill prefer their weekly prayers for the recovery

q{{' this city, which they deem a terre@nial pava-
c.

The
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- The Alameda, along the banks of the Xenil,
is a mott delightful walk for the inhabitaats cf
Grenada. The hills rife boldly to back the ave-
nue with orange groves, cyprefs alleys, and cluf-
ters of houfes, grouped upon the waving line of
its fides and fummit. Beyond the river is another
promenade, or drive, for the Grenadines.

The more difiant parts of the hills are rather
bare, and hollowed out into caverns, by the an-
cient inhabitants of the country, and fiill occupi-
ed by a tawny, ill-favoured tribe.

The environs of the town are fill charming. It
is univerfally affirmed, that Grenada is a delicious
refidenceevenin fammer; and nothing, Mr. Swin-
burne fays, could be more agreeable than the
mild funny afternoons they enjoyed here, though
it was Chriftmas.

The women drefs in black veils and black filk
petticoats. They are much handfomer than the
ladies in the other parts of Spain, that had fallen
under our traveller'sview. The furprifing purity
of the air probably contributes to the frefhnefs of
their complexions, and the vivacity of their man-
ner.

The walls and gates of the town are motftly
demolithed. Moft of the fireets are narrow and
dirty. The Rambla is a very broad, long fireet,
leading to the great walk. A lofty church and
fome public edifices give this fireet an air of
grandeur, not common in a Spanifh city.

There is fcarcely a houfe in Grenada that has
not over its door, in large red chara&ers,” Ave Ma-
ria puriffima fin pecado concebida. The imma-
culate conception is a favounrite doBrine ot s

Francifcans, the prevailing party : the Domiteats
on the other hand, are their great ankeget ey
[}
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The market-place is fpacious, but the build-
ings are ill confiruted. They are generally
Moorith, and, from top to bottom, nothing is to
be feen but rows of large windows, divided by
narrow brick pilafters. ‘I'he regulations of the
market are very ftriét; but extremely ferviceable
to the interefts of the poor. No perfun is allow-
ed to carry home his meat till it has been weigh-
ed before a fitting committee of magiftrates.

One of our countrymen’s fervants, from igno-
rance of this regulation, was hurried to jail. An
alguazil coming up behind him, feized on his ca-
tering batket; and was immediately faluted by a -
violent blow on the chaps with a fhoulder of mut-
ton, which brought the Spaniard to the ground.
‘The hero was then marching off in triumph, but
he was foon overtaken by a detachment of” algu-
azils, and committed to cuftody; from which,
however, he was liberated, on fubmitlion and pro-
per application.

The outfides of the churches are painted in a
theatrical tatte, and their infides fet off with a
profafion of marbles, brought trom the neigh-
bouring mountains. The dark green, from Sierra
Nevada, is the moft valued, .

T'he cathedral, which in point of architeture
ftands very high in the opinion of the Grenadines,
is an affemblage of three churches. The firit is
a chumly parith church, the fecond a large chapel
ercdted by Ierdinand, at the era when the arts
were in the molt unflourithing ftate.  Both with-
in and without, this chapel is encambered with
the weight of its own ill-proportioned ornaments.

derdinand and Ifabella repofe before the A,
under a large marble monument, replete with -

gures aud grotefques, not badly executed, ?\\S\*
YA
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dering the fhort time that elapfed between their
execution and the building of the chapel. *

Adjoining, on a fimilar tomb, are firetched out
the effigies of their fon-in-law, Philip the fair of
Autftria, and of Joan their daughter. Over the
great door is the émblem of the united monar-
chies—a bundle of arrows tied together, and
clutched in the talons of an cagle.

From the chapel is the entrance into the main
church, not yet finifhed, though it wasbegun in the
reign of Charles V. It has the advantage of be-
ing well lighted ; but the archite&, by eflaying
every order, has combined and difpofed of them
in fuch a heavy and confufed manner, that they

- produce none of that grand effe@ which refults
from the well-proportioned parts of- a whaole,
when placed in harmony with each other.

The church of St. Jobn of God is richly orpa-
mented, and fo are many others in Grenada ; but
few of them are in a chafte ftyle of architeGture.

‘The amphitheatre for bull feats is of flone,
and pafles for one of the moft maguificent in
Spain. . . .

The courts here draw a fwarm of lawyers, who
abforb the riches, and are the only people that
live in any degree of luxury or affluence. Com-
merce is very feebly carried on, witbout encou-
ragement or proteQion; and population gradual-
ly decreafes.

The whole city does not contain more than
fitty thoufand fouls, of which number, not more
than eighteen thoufand are produ&ive hands;
the reft are lawyers, ecclefiaftics, children, and
beggars.

The play-houfe differs in fome veipsds irsn

moti others in Spain. The wen KT .&w'
Vor. XV, ®
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ground floor; and the women are feated high up
in a kind of crazy gallery. The fire'of the flint
and fteel was fo frequent among the men, who
were preparing to fmoke, that it looked like
foldiers going through their exercife. One
day a farce was exhibited, which was all meta-
morphofes, a continual change of clothes and
chara@ter. At laft out came a Capuchin friar,
mounted on an afs, who, after many grimaces
and buffooneries, coupled the other performers in
the bands of wedlock.

* On the 2d of January 1776, our travellers fet
out from Grenada by the way of Vega, paffing
chiefly through arable lands, without either vines
or mulberry trees.

Palding throngh Antequera, a large firaggling
town, they hired a.guide, and fet out on horfe-
back for Malaga by the mountain road, a ride of
feven leagues, and foon reached that town.

Malaga ftands in the coruer of a plain, which
is quite bare of wood, except the little that grows
about the country houfes: the naked cragsy
mountains hang over the fhore, and fcarce leave
room for the city. A Moorith caille, ¢a the
tharp point of a rock, com:nands every puri of it,

This confined fituation renders Malaga infuf-
ferably hot eight mounths in the ycar. The road
and port feem well iheltered and fafe, but are
fufceptible of much improvement. The fireets
are narrow ; and except the cathedral, few pub-
lic edifices deferve notice. This is indeed a ftu-
pendous pile, begun by Philip II. while married

2o Mary of England. Their united arwms are over
the gate. It is (aid to be as Jarge as St Rawls
ZLondon; but Mr. Swinburne is not convineed ok

the accar i at. The bihop of tms
e acy of this accou St

- -
-



SWINBURNE'S TRAVELS, 147

diocefe enjoys an income of fixteen thoufand
pounds a year. :

There are about fourteen foreign houfes fettled
in trade in Malaga, which export five thonfand
butts of wine a year, at from ten to thirty poundsa
butt. Formerly more wine was exported; but the
demand has of late been confiderably diminithed,
The raifins, or dried grapes, make a capital branch
of commerce. If pretled, they would make a rich
white wine.

teturning from Malaga, by the fame road to
Antequera, they left the latter again on the gth of
Jaunuary, and took the way of Pedrera, through a
champaign and pleafant country, with fome lakes
of great extent appearing between them and the
mountains. ’

At Offupa, a large difagreeable town, they ob-
ferved that the inhabitants wore large white hats.
On the 11th, they entered a beautiful park-like
country, where the fwells were covered with fo-
refis of pines and cork trees, or rows of olives.
Next day they began traverfing the rich vales of
Andalufia; and at Alcanterilla, they pafled a
bridge of two arches, the lower part of which
was Roman, as appeared from the words Av-
cusT.-PoNTEM, the remains of an infcription, be-
tween the arches,

Farther on lay Xeres, a large town with wind-
ing ftreets, and horrid kennels of black ftagnated
water, which emitted a moft fuffocating effluvia,
The hills about the town are pretty, and the
view towards Cadiz pleafing. Some poets have
placed the Elyfian fields in this neighbourhaad,
and pretended that the Guadalete s oo Yiner <

Oblivion, or the Lethe of antiquaty. S 19,%®

Place muft have unge‘%o“" ey "“l?:x
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changes; for this paradife now is little more than
a flat marth, refembling the Lincolathire fens.

On the 14th of January, they hired a bark to
carry them down the Guadalete to Cadiz. The
paffage was fhort, and they were enchanted with
the view of the bay, thipping, and city firetching
into the ocean.

Cadiz occupies the whole face of the weftern
extremity of the ifle of Leon, which is compofed
of two parts, joined together by a narrow bank of
fand. At the fouth-eaft end, the ancient bridge
of Suago, thrown over a deep channel, affords a
communication between the ifland and the con-
tinent; and a firong line of works defends the
city from all approaches along the ifthmus,

Except the Calle Ancha, all the ftreets are nar-
row, ill-paved, and filthy. They areall drawn in
fireight lines, and moft of them interfe@ each
other at right angles. The houfes are lofty, and
generally furnifhed with a veftible, which is left
open at night. The principal apartments are up
two pair of ftairs, The roofs are flat, and cover-
ed with an impenetrable cement, and few are
without a turret, or mirador, for the purpofe of
commanding a view of the fea. Round the para-
pet walls at top are placed rows of fquare pillars,
which give this city a fingular appearance.

Cadiz is divided into twenty-four quarters, un-
der the infpeQion of as many officers of police.
The population is eflimated at one hundred and
forty thoufand fouls.

The {quare of St. Antonio is large and tolera-

bly handiome. The public walk, or Alameda, is
a pleafant evening promenade. Beyond (hiws s
the Campofanto, or airing place In Catniagesy

#ad oppolfite to it ftands the torerefs of St.

Seoal-
Qan,
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tian, built on a neck of land running out into the
fea. The round tower, at the extremity, is fup-
pofed to have faved the city from being fwept
away by the fury of the waves, in the great earth-
quake of 1755. .

On the fhore ftands the cathedral, a work o
great expence ; but though fifty years have
clapfed from its foundation, it is not yet com-
plete. The arches that {pring from the cluftered
pilafters, to fupport the roof of the church, are
very bold; and the vaults are executed with
great folidity. From the fea, this pile has a
fingular appearance, in its prefent unfinithed

ate,

From the ramparts, that defend the city on.the

fide of the hay, the profpe® is animated in the
higheft degree; the men of war ride in the eaft-
ern bofom of the bay ; lower down, the merchant-
men are fpread at anchor; and clofe to theitown
innumerable barks of different fizes cover the fur-
face of the water. . The roore remote views from
this fpot are peculiarly grand and varied,
" Every commercial nation has a conful refident
at Cadiz : thofe of England and France, however,
are not allowed to have any concern in trade,
The police here is extremely negligent, and
delinquents and criminals are with difficulty
brought to punifhment,

The ftyle of living in Cadiz is far from being
brilliant, The different nations do not affociate
much together, Our countrymen fettled here live
in a very hofpitable, focial manner, and do every
thing in their power to render the wifits of wae
vellers agreeable, i

The ufual afternoon amufements, I WP, %
2 fzunter on the Alameda, and the \\;xe:a;\\-ex!»%‘Q

Q3
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Spanifh play, which exhibits but a poor fet of ac+
tors, begins about four; the Italian opera about
feven, and the French houfe a little earlier; fo
that a rambler may partake of each of thofe
entertainments the fame evening. The Freanch
theatre is on a grand fcale, and is fupported by
the voluntary contributions of the merchants of
that nation fettled here.

Our travellers were at Cadiz during the Carni-
val; but neither public balls nor mafquerades
were allowed; and the only mark of feftivity
they faw, was the pleafure which the women
took in fluicing the men, who walked under the
balconies of the houfes, with pailfuls of water.
‘There were, indeed, many-balls and affemblies of
the lower clafs, where the fandango was danced
a laley; that is, in its higheft degree of perfettion.
Among the gipfies in this country there is another
dance, called the Manguindoy, fo lafcivious and
indecent, that it is prohibited under fevere penal-
ties. Both are faid to be of negro origin. The
fandango, however, is perfe@ly naturalized in
Spain ; even children of three years old will
dance it with aftonifthing precifion.

After a confiderable flay at Cadiz, chiefly on
account of the rains, our travellers fet out for Gib-
raltar about the clofe of February, and without
‘any material occurrence, camein fight of that im-
mortal rock, and the coaft of Africa. Stopping
at St. Roque, a large village on the top of a hill,
overlooking the bay, they obtained the neceffury
paflports from the governor. :

A regiment of infantry, feveral batteries, and a
fort at each end, defend the lines that run acxots,
the ifthmus which feparates Gibraltar from \\e

ontinent, fed withow, NANT,
| ] Iere they pafle {earched
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fearched, as they expeted to be; and after half
an hour’s ride, reached the landgate of the Eng-
lith garrifon.

Mr. Swinburne fays, the holpitality of the go-
veruor, officers, and inhabitants; the buftle, mi-
litary mufic, and parade: the fine appearance of
the troops; and the variety of tongues fpoken
and dretles worn here, are fubjes inexhauftible.
After a long journey through the ftill waftes and
ftupid towns of Spain, they were at firft flurried
and confounded with the hurry of a garrifon, and
the perpetual difcharge of artillery.

From this fpot the buildings in Ceuta, and
even in Tangier, may be clearly difcerned. The
"African mountains, with their fnowy tops, are
likewife prominent obje@s in the landfcape.

People of all religions and nations are allowed
to refide in Gibraltar, and feem to live in great
happinefs. Here all meet as it were on neutral
ground. This place may, indeed, be fiyled the
paradife of that difperfed nation, the Jews; for
here they feem to be at home, and carfy on a ve-
ry luerative retail trade. They are of Barbary ex~
tracion, aud are a comely race of men.

The rock of Gibraltar abounds in partridges,
which breed in peace, as no one is allowed to
thoot within the garrifon. The efficers fome-
times take the diverfion of fux-hunting on the
Spanith hills, where there is plenty of game, but,
little running.

On the eaft fide of the rock of Gibraltar,
amidft the broken precipices, is a ftratum of
bones of all fizes, belonging 1o vatiows avhwds
and fow]s, enchafed in an inerafation ot e

ditl calcareous ftone.
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Our travellers, after feveral ineffeCtual attempts
to vifit the coaft of Africa, were obliged, by the
long continuance of contrary winds, to gi.e up
this favourite purfuit, and to return to Cadiz, by
nearly their former route. They, however, made
one deviation, in order to vifit the almott imper-
ceptible remains of the city of Carteia, where
Eneius, fon of Pompey the Great, took refuge af-
ter the battle of Munda. Thefe ruins, of which
fcarcely any thing but a wall is to be feen, ftand
on a rifing ground, at the mouth of a little river,
which falls into the north-weft corner of the bay
of Gibraltar. -

When they, got to Chiclana, they hired a bark
to carry them to Cadiz. This paflage was very
pleafant, and prefents fome very piQurefque
views; though the contrary winds and carrents
kept them on the water till they were quite fick
of their little expedition.

On the 3d of April, they left Cadiz, and landed
foon after at Port St. Mary, where they were re-
ceived and entertained for three days in the moft
polite and cordial manner, by that celebrated cha-
raé&er, General Count Alexander O'Reilly, of whom
our author fpeaks in terms of high eulogium.

One morning they took a ride to Sanlucar, to
fee the mouth of the Guadalquiver, the ancient
Beetis. Near this place the country is arable,
with few inclofures. Sanlucar, the ancient Fa-
num Luciferi, was once the port of Seville, and
a very buftling place; but it is now little ufed.

Proceeding on their journey, they came to

Xeres, which contains about forty thoufand inha-
bitants, of whom a twentieth are ecclehaffics.
©xf morning they went to view a monaftery of

v .
-arthufian monks, whofe convent is well \a\i
. O\,
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out, and who are famous for a remarkably fine
breed of hories. Our travellers, however, were
difappointed in feeing their ftallions.

On the morning of the 8th of Apxil, they ar-
rived at Seville, the capital of Andalufia. Soon
after, in ftrolling round the town, chance led
them into the court of the alcazar, or royal pa-
lace; and they were dire@ed to the beantiful and
curious gardens, which refemble fome of the
hanging gardens of Italy. Iere they roved
among the plantations, till they were quite in ex-
flacy with the fweets.

Philip V. fpent miny of the laft years of his
life at this place, filling up his time in drawing
with the fmoke of a candle on deal boards, or
angling for tench, in a little refervoir, by torch
light. Such are the infignificant amufements of
decrepid royalty !

The palace is a mixture of Saracenic, conven-
tual, and Grecian architeGure. The principal
front of the inner court is a good piece of Morif--
co work. The court is flagged with marble, and
furrounded with a colonnade of white marble co-~
Jumus, of the Corinthian order, elegantly propor-
tioned, and wel] executed. The Albambra is
a plealing f{pecimen of Arabic architeGure,
though certainly inferior to that of the Grenadine
palace.

Near the weftern entrance was formerly to be
feen, a tione feat, with a canopy, fupported by
four pillars. Here Peter the Cruel ufed to fit and
decide caufes, with fuch an inflexible regard to
juflice, that he was looked upon by many as a
wanton and bloody tyraut. Tis chataliex,how-

ever, is varioufly {poken of 3 \hoogh W™ e
itis held np to the detefiation of wanwed.
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Next morning they made an excurfion in
fearch of the antiquities of Italica, where Trajan,
Hadrian, and Theodofins the Great are fuppofed
to have been born. After wandering a long
league wide of the mark, a peafant informed
them that old Seville, as they call Italica, lay a
confiderable way to the north, in the fkirts of
the plain. Soon after they picked up a half nak-
ed fellow, who engaged to fhew them the anti-
quities. :

Of the ancient colony of Italica, conje@ured to
have been faunded by Scipio, with his veteran
foldiers, fcarce the leaft veftige remains. The
river Beetis feems to have varied its courfe, and
perhaps, in a long feries of inundations, {wept
away its ruins. )

On the fummit of one of the hills, which Ita-
lica is fuppofed to have covered, are fome ruinous
brick walls, called El Palacio. The peafantsin the
vicinity gravely informed our countrymen, that
underneath there had formerly been found co-
lumns of filver and brafs; but they were enchant-
ed, and nobody was able to draw them up; and
that farther, no one would now venture to dig for
them, as there was every reafon to believe, that
the magician would twift off the heads of thofe
who fhould make the attempt.

On the more diftant eminences are confider-
able remains of an amphitheatre, in form a per-
fe@ oval. The arena meafures about one hun-
dred yards in its greateft length, and fixty in its
greateft breadth. Some of the vomitoria, cells,

aod paflages, are fill perceptible; but fcarcely
any traces of the feats remain. Indeed, W wmo-
dern times, many parts of the walls were Yown
¥ with gunpowder, in order to procure m\c‘:\s
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als for an embavkment; but as if the Guadal-
quiver meant to revenge the caufe of tafie upon
thoie barbarians, the very firft flood fwept away
the whole fabric.

Seville is fuppofed to have been founded b
the Theenicians, who called it Hifpalis, It is
the Julia of the Romans, who embellithed it with
many magnificent buildings.

Here the Gothic kings refided, before they re-
moved their court to Toledo ; but the moft brilli-
ant period of its hiftory was foon after the difco-
very of America, when all the wealth and produce
of the New World poured into the Guadalquiver,
and made Seville the emporium of its treafares.

The thape of this city is circular, without any
great rifing in the whole fpace. The walls feem
of Moorifli conftruétion, and are about five miles
and a half in circumference. The fuburb of
Triana, on the weft fide of the river, is as large
as many towns; but remarkable for nothing but
its gloomy Gothic caftle, where the inquifition
formed its firft eftablithment in Spain in 1482.

The fireets of Seville are crooked, dirty, and
inconveniently narrow. The moft fpacious and
airy place is the Alameda, a great walk of old
elms, decorated with three fountains, and the
ftatue of Hercules, the reputed founder, and of
Julius Ceetar, the reftorer of this city.

Mot of the churches are built and ornamented

. in a barbarous ftyle. The Catbedral, the Capu-
chins, and the Charidad, are, however, interefting
firaures. The firft for its great antiquity ; and
the two Jatter by the chef d’ceuvres of Murillo.

The cathedral was about one hndrted yeass ™™

building. Its length withinis fonr Tondred ad
twenty fcet, its breadth twohmm'm§“‘§:
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three; and its greateft height one hundred and
twenty-fix. It has nine doors, eighty windows,
and as many altars, at which five hundred mafies
are faid every day. "The lower is three hundred
and fifty feet high, and fifty fquare ; it was built
by the Moors about the year 1000.

Murillo has adorned the Charidad and Capu-
chins with feveral very valuable pi¢tures, which
may be reckoned among his beft performances.
. The charaers of his figures are often mean, and
taken from the loweft clafs of citizens; but there
is fuch expreflion, truth of colouring, and intelli-
gence in the compofition of his groups, that it
is impoffible not to fee-and admire the merit of
his works.

The Sevillian hiftorians confider the Cahos de
Carmona, or the great aquedu®, as one of the
moft wonderful monuments of antiquity, exifting
in the univerfe. Our travellers, however, were
ditappointed in their expeQations of it; and the
whole is falling into decay. It is, neverthelefs,
a very extraordinary work ; and brings down fuch
a volume of water, that almoft every houfe in
the city has the benefit of it.

They next vifited the fouff manufa&ory, which
is fituated in a ftreet behind the Alcazar. For
the more convenient carrying ou of this lucra-
tive branch of commerce, Ferdinand VI. ere@ed ’
a moft magnificent roomy palace, which was fi-
nithedin 1756. One thoufand men are conftant-
ly cmployed ; and one hundred and eighty maules

.- work twenty-cight mills or machines, for grind-
ing and mixing the tobacco with the red earth of
Almazarron.
The excellive adulteratiof™dhat has taken Pace,
of Jate years, has occafioned’a prodiglous \m\\\u:
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oftin the demand for this article ; and the trade,
it is probable, will foon be contined to Spuin and
its dominions.

Thirty-two reals a pound is the current price
of the fnuff; bat none is allowed to be fold by
retail in the manufa&m y. Our travellers vifited
every part of the houie, at the ritk of being
fuffocated. In one room they found four hun-
dred and fixty men employed in forming cigar-
ros, or little rolls of tobacco, which the Spaniards
finoke without a pipe. It is faid that the annas
al profits of this eltublifhment amount to more
than fix millions of dollars.

Near the cathedral is the Louja, or Exchange,
which is now quite deferted by the merchants,
and appropriated to other ufes. It is a {quare edi-
fice, in a plain but noble ityle, and remains a mo-
nument ol the good tatte of the Spaniards, at that
brilliant period of their hiftory, which includes
the reigns of Charles V. and his fon Philip.

The gr(atholpntal de la Sangre and the college
of St. Ko, are rather remarkable for their fize
than their beauty.

Having feen every thing in Seville recommend-
ed to their attention, they fet out on the 1ith
of April, and lay the firft night at Carmona,
This is a Jarge town feated on a high hill. Its
cattle, which is now in ruins, was formerly of
immenfe extent, and in it Peter the Cruel and
his family placed their main hope of defence.

Iike moft places in this province, Carmona
makes a figure in Roman hiflory, and contains.
many remains of walls and inferiptions, as proofs
of its ancient confgquence. The lurrowndwey
country is hilly and champaign, buk fax trow ww

Vor, XVI I\ ANCS\S

.
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pleafant, being verdant, and containing fome
wood and water.

The reads now were excellent for this king-
dom, and appeared extremely ancient, probably
of Saracen origin. Pafling through La Luifiana,
they came to a colony of Germans, who have re-
gular and uniform dwellings, with a cer:ain allot- -
ment of corn-land. Notwithftanding the encou-
ragement thefe induftrious people have met with,
fuch is the fatal and deleterious effects of a de-
fpotic government, that it is unlikely they fhould
ever become rich and flourithing.

The country leading to Cordova is bare, hilly,
and devoted to corn. The view of the river, city,
and woods, on the oppofite hills, is extremely
pi@urefque and agreeable. The environs, in-
deed, are delightful, and enjoy a rich variety of
woods, eminences, and cultured fields, vivified
by abundance of limped water. Corn, olives,
orange, and other fruit trees enrich the fcene.

The Guadalquiver runs before the town. A
bridge of fixteen arches, defended by a large
Moorifh . tower, leads from the fouthward into
Cordova; and near the end of the bridge ftands
the mofque, now the cathedral, The walls of
the town are in many places in the fame ftate as
the Romans left them. Here each long fquare
fone is terminated and flanked by two thin ones,
fet up on end.

The ftreets are crooked and dirty ; and few of
the public firuures or private buildings are re-
markable for the beauty of their archite@ure.

The new hofpital for orphans, however, has
Yomething bold and fimple in its cupola and yor-
tico, The palaces of the inquifition and ot the
bitliop re extenfive and well fituated. .y
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The mofque, in Spanith La Mefquita, was be-
gun by Abdoulrahman I. and defticed by him'to
remain, to after ages, a monument of his power
and riches, and a principal fan€tuary of his teli-
gion. Hisown ideas were fublime, and he was
fortunate enough to find an archite@ whofe ge-
nius was equal to the tatk of putting them in
execution. His fon finithed the pile about the
year 800. It was more than once altered and
enlarged by the Mahometan fovereigns; and has
undergone feveral changes fince it became a
Chriftian church.

In the days of the Muffelmen, the mofque was
a fquare building with a flat ropf upon arches.
It was four hundred and twenty feet-in breadth,
and five hundred and ten in length. The roof
was fupported by near one thoufand columns,
which formed ninefeen aifles from eaft to weft,
and twenty-nine from north to fouth, -

The columns were of the richeft marbles; the
twenty-four gates were plated with bronze, curi-
oufly embofled. The folding doors of the prin-
cipal entrance were plated with gold. Upon the
higheft cupola were three golden balls, bearing a
pomegranate and a fleur de luce of the fame me-
tal. Four thoufand feven hundred lamps nightly
illumined the mofque, and confumed annually
twenty thoufand pounds of oil. Sach is the de-
fcription of this famous temple, by the Arabian
and old Spanith writers. :

The ftreets round the mofque, or cathedral, as it
now is, are narrow and ill calculated for a gene-
ral view. There is nothing very fhewy on the
outfide. The roof is hid behind bawiewments,

cut into fieps. Each fide is divided oy botrele
into about thirteen parts. Onthe northn Sde i
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lofty belfry, which being modern, has much al-
tered the appearance of this part.

Seventecn gates open into the church and cloi-
fter. T'he latter is an oblong fyuare, ot the fame
length as the church, and two bundred and forty
feet broad. A portico of fixty-two pillars envi-
rons it on three fides. The middle is occupied
with three handfome and copious fountains, and
deccorated with orange, cyprefs, and palm trees,
which afford a moft delighttul thelter in the ful-
trv hours.

Near the great gate that leads from the cloi-
fter into the church, are three pieces of columns,
each with an infcription, bearing the names of
three different Roman emperors. They appear
to have been Roman mile fiones; but the mean-
ing of the infcriptions, which are all the fame,
except the name, has never been cxplained.

Nothing can be more fublime, than the firft
entrance into this fingular edifice. It is divided
into teventeen aifles or naves, cach about twenty
feet wide, by rows of varieus marbles. Thefe
pillars are not all of equal height; for the Arabs,
having taken them from Roman buildings,
lengthened the fhort ones with monfirous capi-
tals, and chopped oft’ the bafes of the long oues.
However, the thicknefs of the fhaft is generally
about eighteen inches in diameter. A couple of
acches, one ahove the other, run along the rows;
and from the fane bafis {prings an arch, that
torms the roof of each aifle.

The manner of cafting the arches, grouping
the coiumns, and defigning the foliages of the

fereen and the throne, is very heavy, Wnieawe,

#ad barbarous, and unlike the Moorih archee-
\\xe.
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tureat Granada. Indeed this is feveral centuries
more ancient.

The Zancarron, or Holy Chapel, where the
books of the law were depofited, faces the great:
gate. Under it the Duke of Alba has his family
vault. Behind this chapel, and on each fide of
it, were the lodgings of the dervifes, which are
now converted into the chapter houfe, facrifty,
and treafury.

This church is extremely rich in plate, and.
has lately added to its ftore four ponderous filver
candlefticks, made in Cordova, of exquifite fa-
bric; each of which coft about eight hundred
and fifty pounds,

It is fcarcely poflible to afcertain the exalt
number of columns, in the mofque, as they ori-
ginally flood ; becaufe great changes have been
made, and many of them have been removed, or
built up in the walls of feparate chapels. Inany
other fituation, the choir would deferve all praife
for the Gothic grandeur of the plan, the loftinefs
of the dome, and the carving of the ftalls, which
laft took twelve years to finifh; but in the mid-
dle of a Mahometan mofque, it deftroys all unity
of defign, and renders confufed every idea of the
original general effe& of the building.

Light is admitted by the doors, and feveral
fmall cupolas; but, neverthelefs, the church is
dark and awful; and people walking through
fuch a chaos of pillars, rezal the ideas of magic,
;nchamed knights, or difcontented wandering
pirits. .

In one of the cupolas hangs the tooth of an ele-
phant, which, it is faid, formerly be\onged o soe
of thofe animals that was particularly fersedsy

P3 .
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in carrying ftones, and other materials, for build~
ing the mofque.

The bifhop's palace is a pleafant and comfort-
able retreat. The revenues of the fee amount
to three thoufand five hundred pounds a year.
As the bifhops cannot devife by will, all they die
pofictled of efcheats to the king.

While our travellers were in Cordova, they
were fpe@ators of a bull feaft, where no horfe-
men were allowed, as the animals were not of a
breed fufliciently noble to try-the lance upon.
One poor bull, that would not fight, was very
dexteroufly run through the heart; two oxen
were tormented a little, and then fent to the ad-
joining thambles, and a {inall cow, after fhewing
fome fport, in jumping and tkipping, got. a re-
prieve in confideration of her exceflive leannefs.

"'he motive of this paltry fpetacle, bating its
cruelty, is extremely Jaundable. The corridor
gives thefe little fhews to the people on Sundays
and feftivals, and out of the protits and hire of
the feats, raifes a [um fufficient to carry on any
public work.

After the entertainment, .the nobility paraded
about in their coaches, and made a very elegant
appearauce. ‘The nobility here, indeed, live in a
very agreeable manner. Our author was told,
that thirty or more families meet every night at
a houle chofen by rotation, where the ladies do
the honours of genteel refrefhment, merry good-
natured counverfation, and fame moderate card-
playing. The generality of the womecen f{eemn to
be handfome, fome were even beautiful.

Ou the 18th of April, they left Cordova, and
travelled through the delightfel vale of the G-
“algquiver, which runs between Uvo dges ol Ws,

. canerel
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covered with hanging woods and olive yards. Se-
veral clear ftreams traverfe the plain, and aug-
ment the current of the river,

Near the bridge of Alcolea, where they croffed
the river to the Iouth, are kept the king's ftal-
lions. Oue or two of them appeared noble ani-
mals; but an Aundalufian breeder requires bis
horle to be forward and buiky in the thoulders,
with his forelegs far under the belly; and the

tail fet very low; he is never fuftered to lie
down, but wnﬁantly kept on a_clean pavement .
floping from the manger, with his forelegs clofé
chained to the ground Cordeva has long been
celebrated for its breed of horfes; but it feems to
be1adly fallen off, as very few good looking ones
are now to be met with,

For two days they travelled up the banks of the )
river, through a rich and beautiful country, with
plains extending far and near, charmingly tinted
with rows of olive trces. Towers and caftles lin-
ed the banks of the fiream, and prefented the moft
agreeable profpets. The clifts along the river
fide fwarmed with flocks of that elegant bird, the
bee eater, feveral of which they thot.

At Andusar they took leave of the Roman, or .
Moorith, road, on which they l:ad hitherto tra-
velled, which, however, they had now and then’
a diftant peep of from the heights,

Ou the 20th, they eontered the Sierra Morena,
a chain of monntains that divides Caftille from
Andalufia, rendered famous by the wars of the
Chrittians and Mahometans ; but, perhaps, better
known to the generality of readers, by being the
Jeene the immortal Cervantes has placed W welx

catertaining adventures of his v, ~
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The journey was very agreeable up the courfe
of the Rio de las Piedras, a clear roaring torrent,
tumbling over a bed of rocks, through glens of
beautiful woods. The waftes are covered with a
profufe variety of flowering thrubs; particularly
ciftus, of many varieties. From the gum-ciftus,
or rock-rofe, they gather manna in the fpring, by
beating the buthes with fmall twigs, to which
the vifcous fubffance of the plant adheres. Su-
mach alfo grows in great abundance on thofe
hills; the leaves, flowers, and ftalks of which be-
ing pounded together, are ufed in lieu of oak-
bark in drefling hides.

" They now entered the new colony of La Caro-
lina and its dependencies, planted a few years
ago by the king, in a very extenfive tra& of
woody country. The firft fettlers were Germans;
but from eating unwholefome herbs, and drink-
ing too copioufly of wine and brandy, above half
of them foon died, and now the inhabitantsarea
mixtare of various nations. The reach of land
in cultivation, and full of houfes and villages,
where only forefts flood before, the refort of ban-
ditti, extends at leaft three leagues in length, and
about as much in breadth.

La Carolina, the capital of all the colonies,
ftands on a fine hill, towering above the whole
fettlement. Its fituation denies it wood and wa-
ter: the latter they are obliged to feek by dig-

" ging an incredible number of wells. The fireets
are wide, and the houfes arc plain, and on an
uniforar plan. Al the flat on the crown of the
hill, betore the town, is laid out in kitchen gar-

dens, and pl:ntcd with avenues of elms, akended

Jor future walks.

e
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No feene can be more pleafing to the eve, or

more gratitying to the heart, than to fee the lot of
man ameliorated, and cultivation extending over
watfles ; but our author expreiles his apprebention
that ail this tvill dwindle away again, through
negle@ or want of encouragement ; and that La
Carclina will, in a few years, become a petty
Spanith town, though its beginnings were fo fair
and promifing. The foreigners, to whofe induf-
try this creation is owing, complain of injuftice
and partiality to the natives; and that as foon as
they have brought a fpot into cultivation, they -
have been removed where they had the fame toil
to encounter anew,
. Here our travellers found an excellent inn and
a good dinner, and regaled themielves on cow’s
milk and batter, to which they bad long been
ftrangers: for though they have cows in many
parts of Spain, they feldom milk them; but keep
them for breeding, and afterwards fattening for
flaughter.

A little north of Carolina they paffed through
a new village, called Las Navas de Tolofa, from
the old name of the defile in the neighbouring
mountains, where three Chriftian kings, in 1212,
attacked and cut to pieces the army of Mahomet,
king of Morocco.

The evening was very fine, and the hills fteep,
which induced them to walk moft part of the
way. Having got among the woody dells, as
they were indulging Quixottic ideas, the found of
a guitar ftruck their ears, and they foon difcover-
ed a troop of well-dretfled young men, and as
many fmart maidens, dancing on 2 Pediors &
large level flones.

R
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Some of the men politely invited our country--
men to partake of their fport, while a very pretty
girl prefented them with fweetmeats and fugar-
plums. A jolly friar feemed to do the honours
of this féte champitre, and to be a favourite
with the ladies; for they all courted his fmiles
and careflfes, They flaid fome time with this
merry party, and were entertained with feveral
fongs and feguidillas. Being preffed to accom-
pany them to the houfe they belonged to, and to
participate in their jollity, they were obliged to
decline the favour, from the flate of the weather,
and the approach of night.

As foon as they defcended the Sierra Morena,
and entered the Mancha, they perceived a very
fenfible alteration in the climate: from the be-
ginning of fummer, they were, in a manner,
thrown back to the laft months of winter. In
Andalufia the vines were all in leaf, and their
fruit fet; on the north fide of the mountain
fcarce a young leaf was to be feen, or a bud in

-the vineyard. ‘

The Mancha is an immenfe plain, interfe@ed
by different ridges.of low hills and ro¢ks. Not
an inclofure of any kind is to be feen, except
mud walls about the villages, and very few trees,
fave dwarfifh evergreen oaks. Al this vaft trat
of open country 18 cultivated in corn or vines.
The villages are large; and not a venta is to be
met with, that could be fixed on as the fcene of
any of Don Quixotte's exploits.

They pafled over the fubterraneous river, Gua-

. diana, which buries itfelf for eight leagues, at
the Venta de Quefada. . The well in the yard of

this inan communicates with the river, and fraw,
L))
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or any light fuff, being dropped into it, is hurri-
ed away with amazing rapidity.

Soon after they reached Toledo, which enjoys
the moft romantic fituation. The Tagus, after
winding at large through a fine plain, comes at
laft to be wedged in betweeén two ramparts of
high fteep rocks: the paflfage is very narrow, and
before the river can difengage itfelf from its bar-
riers, it is carried almoit back to the place where
it entered the defile. On this rocky peninfula
ftands the city, ill-built, poor, and uninviting.
The ftreets are fo fteep, that it would be madnefs
to attempt to ufe a carriage in them.

The alcazar, or ancient palace, is placed on the
higheft point of all. It is a noble, extenfive build-
ing, and has lately been repaired at the expence
of the archbithop, whofe revenues are eftimated
at four hundred thoufand ducats a year. The
archite@ure is chafte and fimple. The inner
court is very grand ; its colonnade of granite co-
lumaus, of the Corinthian order, makes a noble
appearance. Some of the apartments are im-
menfely {pacious.

The cathedral has nothing remarkable exter-
nally to diftinguifh it from many other Gothic
churches. The fpire is an aflemblage of blue
turrets piled on each other. The infide of the
church, however, is well lighted and cheerful,
and neither heavy nor confufed with too many
ornaments. The richnefs of the gilding is unri-
valled. The wealth of the fee is indeed vifible
in the profufion of the gold lavithed on the walls.
The iron rails and Gothic arches are gilt; and
lines of gold are drawn even o Ttk e s
o the flones, which compofe the-piiate & o
thair, AR ’ "
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The group of angels, called El Tran(parente
fixed behind the choir, and efteemed by the To-
Jedans the glory of their church, in Mr. Swin-
burne’s opinion is, at beft, but a clumfy, ill-de-
figned monument, dittinguifhed for nothing, but
the finenefs of the marble and other materials.

In the chapel of St. Euftatia, in this cathedral,
a certain number of priefts and clerks officiate.
every morning, according to the Mofarabic ritnal;
in confequence of a foundation of Cardinal Xi-
menes, who was unwilling that his church thould
lofe all remembrance of its ancient forms.

The Mofarabic rite is fo called, from its having
been obferved by the Chriftians, who remained
in the provinces conquered by the Arabians. It
was in conftant ufe in the church of Spain, down
to the pontificate of Gregory VIL. in the eleventh
century. At that time the Romun ritual was ge-
nerally introduced in its ftead; though it il
fubfifted in fix parithes of Loledo us late as the
fifteenth century. In etfentials there does not
appear to be much difference between them;
but in outward torms they vary widely.

From the ancient capital of New Caflile, tc
within half a Jeague of Madrid the roads are bad.
and the country uninviting. ‘This metropolis ot
a great nation makes but a poor figure from the
oppofite hills; but as foon as the trees of the
walks fhut out the profpe of the neighbouring
country, the appearance of Mudrid is grand and
lively, and the whole has the air of a capital.

The court being at Aranjuez when our travel-
Jers arrived at Madrid, they made no longer tiaj

in the Jatter place than to reft themicives, bexor
they fet out to be prefented.  Aranywi s e
. . WA
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ty-feven miles diftant; and the roads between
the two royal refidences are extremely fine.
+Aranjuez itfelf has great and commanding
beauties. It ftands in a very large plain, fur-
rounded with hills; and the intervening {pace is
agreeably laid out in noble rows of trees, and in-
clofures of pafturage and meadow. The river
Tagus winds towards the eaft; and the walks
and rides along its banks, through the venerable
groves, and under the majeftic elms that over-
hang the roads, are luxaries unknown to the reft
of Spain. The beauties of the fcenery are enhanc- ~
ed by the flocks of many coloured birds that flut-
ter among the trees, and the herds and droves of
a vaft variety of animals that wander uncontrolle
through thofe cnchanting woods. ' :

The fineft avenue, named Calle de la Reyna, is
three miles long. It extends in a ftraight line
from the palace gate, and crofles the Tagus twice
before it lofes itfelf in the thickets. In anifland of
theTagus, to the north of the palace, is a moft en-
chanting garden, to which company retire in hot
weather. It is cut into various walks and cir-
cular lawns, where nature has almoft obliterated
every veltige of art. Jet d'eaus dath up among
the trees, and add freth verdure to the leaves.
The terraces and baluftrades, along the river, are
overgrown with rofes, and other beautiful thrubs
depending into the ftream, Many of the ftatues,
groups, and fountains in this charming fpot are
handfome, and well placed, as to effeé.

The palace was originally begun by Philip II.
but has been much enlarged and beautified, fince
his time. The apartments are good 3 box axe nat
remarkable for fmany capital embelilnmmesis =

Vor. XVI. Q- h
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the works of art. Some paintings, however, by
Titian and Mengs, are defervedly admired.

Aranjuez was formerly a poor place, and it was
difficult for the ambafladors and the attendants
on the court to provide themfelves with lodgings.
Many of the habitations were vaults half un
ground. One day, a coach driving along, broke
through the ceiling of the nuncio's dining-room,
and fell down upon the table, This ludicrous
accident fet the court about thinking ferioufly
how to remedy the evil. Many new fireets were
planned, and fuch expedition was ufed, that not
only the neceflary buildings for habitation were
cre@ed, but fquares, markets, churches, a play-
houfe, and an amphitheatre for bull-feafts, were
quickly raifed, as if by magic.

The pleafures of Aranjuez, are walking or rid-
ing in the morning, going to court, dining at
fome of the open tables kept by the great officers
of ftate, a game at cards, a drive along the avenue,
and the Italian opera. The minifters are quite eafy
in theirmanners, and their houfes free from cere-
mony and reftraint. Our author acknowledges the
very flattering civilities they met with from the
Marquis Grimaldi, the prime minifler, and from
the Englith ambaffador, Lord Grantham.

The ceremony of prefentation is performed as
the king rifes from table. Charles I1I. is a much
better looking man, fays Mr. Swinburne, than
moft of his pi€tures make him, His drefs feldom
varies from a large hat, a plain.grey Segovia frock,
a buff waiftcoat, a fmall dagger, black breeches,

and worfted flockings. On gala days a fine fuit

is hung upon his fhoulders ; buy, ashe bas an eye
to his afternoon’s fport, and is a great economik
<
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of his time, the black breeches are worn to all
coats. There are fcarcely three days in the whole
year, that he {pends without going a fhooting; and
thefe are noted with the blackeft mark in the ca-
lendar, Neither heat, cold, nor wet, can keep
him at home; and he would drive over half his
kingdom to have an opportunity of firing on a
wolf, his favourite game,

He is of an even phlegmatic temper; of fri&
probity ; devout, and regular. He delights in
converfing and joking with elderly perfons, efpe-
cially monks and friars. To Naples, his original
kingdom, he is very partial, and always fpeaks of
that country with great feeling.

The prince of Afturias* is of an athletic make,
with a fevere countenance and a harfh voice. His
princefs is lively, well fhaped, and converfible.
‘When the walks out, all perfons who have been
prefented, and chance to be in the way, are ex-

e&ed to join her company, and efcort her as
ong as fhe pleafes. Her mildnefs and good na-
ture have foftened much of her hufband’s rough-
nefs of manner.

Don Gabriel is a tall well looking prince, but
timid to excefs. He poflefles many talents, and
a real love for literature; but his conftant avoca-
tions out of doors prevent him from applying fo
much as he withes to ftudy.

Don Lewis, the king’s brother, after having
been a cardinal, and an archbithop, Mr. Swin-
burne fays, is on the eve of matrimony with a
pretty Arragonefe girl, of whom he became en-
amoured laft year, as the was chafing a butterfly
over the fields. As the prince Mmic e weds

* Now king of Spain, under the te of Chatia W
Q2 b
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a good colle@ion of natural hiftory, this fimilarity
of tafte made a great impreffion on him; and the
king, though with relu&ance, has confented to
the match. ;) )

Such is the outline: of the piGure of the eourt
of Spain, given by our author. To develope the
€haraiters of the gteat is difficult, perhaps im-

offible. A few leading tiaits are the only in-
ights we can have to affift us.

Our travellers next vifited the king's horfes,
fome of which are beautiful creatures; thongh
fine horfes are fcarcer in Spain than they .ima-
gined. At Villamejor, a few miles down the
Tagus, his majefty has a noble breed of affes, in
very high eftimation.

The bull-feafts, whatever they have been in
former times, Mr, Swinburne thinks, are now but
poor exhibitions, though the crowds of people
affembled and agitated in a moft tumultuous
manner, muft be allowed to be an interefting and

_ curious fpe@acle. None of the royal family ever
appear at thefe favourite amuferents of the Spa-
nifh nation; and the nobility no longer pique
themfelves on their firength, courage, and dex-
terity in thefe rough exercifes.

The fhow is now condulted with great econo-
my and parfimony : none but the worft of horfes
are ufed, and the mercenary affailants no longer
ftudy the moft graceful, but the moft fecure way of
deﬁroying-the bull, as they are allowed fo much
a head for each beaft they flaughter. The money
paid for boxes and feats is commonly appro-

- priated to the building, or endowing of {ome hof-

pital, .

The cammen method of conduing a bk
Jeall is as follows : ome or Lwo toriadors, dxefks



‘
SWINBURNE'S TRAVELS. 173

in rich jackets, broad brimmed hats, and breeches
and boots made of tough impenetrable leather,
with a long afhen lance under their right arm,
parade on horfeback round theliits, and pay their
devoirs to the governor of the place. They then
retire to their poft, in front of a large door, which
is opened to let out the bull. The perfon that
alts asg porter on this dangerous occafion, imme-
diately climbs up into the gallery, to efcape the
fury of the enraged animal, which fometimes
darts forward with the utmoft impetuofity.

The cavalier prefents the head of his horfe to
the bull, and with the lance, which cuts along
its fhoulders, puthes it away to the right ; at the
fame time bearing off bis borfe to the left. When
the affailant is mounted on a nimble, fpirited, and
docile fteed, there is no difficulty in this evolution,
as the motions of both animals coincide, in giving
additional force to the well-dire&ed firoke; but
if the horfe is dull or refra&ory, the bull is likel
to ftrike him in the flank, and to throw bo
horfe and rider to- the ground.

To divert the bull's attention from the chief
combatant, feveral nimble fellows, on foot, run
about and tofs darts with curled paper tied to
them; which fticking in the head and fhoulders,
drive the poor creature to madnefs, and caufe a
great effufion of blood. This light infantry is
often in imminent danger, and obliged to take
the moft a&ive and inftant meafures for its pre-
fervation.

‘When the governor thinks a vi&im has afforded
fufficient diverfion, leave is given to put anend
toits life. A well-made chamayphon Segs Sovy,
with a fhort brown cloak hang wpon \Q\\c\,\i\f

out in hig left hand, and a Qxaget ’.‘““’.?;j
Q3
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Toledo in his right. This matador advances up
to the bull, and provokes it to a&ion. As the
bull darts at bim, and makes a puth obliquely,
with his eyes fhut, he turos it off with the cloak,
retiring a little on one fide, to be ready for the
return. On the fecond attack he bolds the fword
in an horizontal pofition, with fuch fteady aim,
that the furious beafl rufhes on the point, and
often forces it up to the bilt. Sometimes the ani-
mal drops down dead inftantly; fometimes it
flands for a few minutes, fpouting a torrent of
blood from the mouth and noftrils.

When the bull refufes to run at the matador,
it is difpatched by ftabs in any part of the body,
or worried by bull-dogs. The laft bull of each fi-
efta has his horns muffled, and all the mob is let

_in with ficks in their hands, to learn the trade,
to beat the animal,. or to be bruifed and tofled
about themfelves. ’

One bull-feaft our countrymen faw was a very
bloody one : two bulls killed feven horfes, but
fortunately no men loft their lives, though many
had hair-breadth efcapes. Scarcely one of the
horfes thewed fpirit or agility; and no fight could
be more naufeoufly difgufting, than to fec the
bulls tearing out their entrails, and fcattering them
round the area on their. horns,

About the beginaing of June they returned to
Madrid. Except ‘the royal palaces, they found
few buildings that-deferved attention. It has no
cathedral, nor indeed any church that is much
diftinguitbed from the common run of parithes
and convents. With few exceptions, the outward

architeéture of all {eems to be in a'vad \afes

as they were in general either buoilt or retouched,

daring a period when the elegant arts were a\x‘(



SWINBURNE'S TRAVELS. 175

-low ebb in Spain. Some of the paintings, however,
are very capital.

The firft king, who particularly honoured Ma-
drid with his refidence, was Henry IV. Before
his reign, this was an infignificant place. The
falubrity of the air and the abundance of good
water induced the emperor Charles V. to build a
fpacious palace here, intended for his chief refid-
ence.

The fovereign being once fixed at Madrid, the
nobility foon abandoned their hereditary caftles,
and houfes in othér cities, to follow the court,
They were at firft under the neceflity of occupy-
ing the houfes which they found ready built;
and for that reafon, added to the fupine inditfer- -
ence of the Spaniards, moft of the great families
ttill continue to inhabit vaft ranges of common
fabrics, little diftinguithed, except in fize, from
the houfes of tradefmen. -

The palaces of the grandees, that contain either
ftatues or pi¢tures of value, are few in number,
In that of Medina Celi are many precious monu-
ments of antiquity in marble, bronght from Italy.
The Duke of St. Eftévan pofleffes many capital
-pieces of Lucca Giordano. In the gallery of the
Marquis of Santiago are a life of Jacob, and a’
Madona, by Marillo, of ineflimable value. At
the Duke of Alba’s is a famous picture of Correg-
gio, called the School of Cupid, and teveral other
prime produions of the pencil ; {ome of which
were once in the colle&tion of that nice connoif-
feur, Charles I. of England. :

The old royal palace being burut down in
1734, another was erefted on a magmbicent Sede
but a taftelefs plan. It is all of whie tone. RS
of the fronts is four hundred and feventy i\f;,};
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length, and one hundred high; fo that this im-
menfe pile towers over all the country. The
entrances of the ground floor are as maffy as thofe
of a fortrefs, and the range of large glazed arches,
round the inner court refembles the infide of a
manufa&ory,

No palace in Europe, however, is fitted up with
more royal magnificence. The ceilings are the
chef d'ceuvres of Mengs, Corrado, and Tiepolo:
‘the richeft marbles are employed in the cornices,
the door, and window-frames, all produced in
the quarries of Spain. Indeed, few countries
contain greater ftores of marbles, alabafter, and
jafper.

The great audience-chamber is rich beyond
comparifon. The ceiling, painted by Tiepolo, re-
prelents the triumph of Spain. The walls are
incrutted with beautiful marble, and hung round
with the moft {plendid mirrors in rich frames.

A colleé&tion of pi&tures, by the greateft maf-
ters, adorns the walls of the inner apartments ; the
detail of which would occupy more fpace than
we can allow; yet even this vaft fabric does not
afford room for a difplay of all the riches his ca-
tholic majefty pofletles in this branch of the arts.

The palace of Buenretiro is now ftript of all its
beft furniture and piGures. The buildings are
poor and unworthy of a fovercign; fo that it is
abandoned not merely from caprice. The gardens
are agreeable, and are generoufly thrown open to
the public.

In the thallow vale, between the Retiro and the

town, his majefty has finithed the Prado, which,

JAn a few years, is likely to become one of the fin-

e walks'in the world. Tts length at oreadX

arc yery confiderable, and the avenues e W
3
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ont in a noble ftyle. All the coaches from Ma-
drid drive in the ring here; and two hundred
carriages have been counted at once, though the
court was abfent.

Oppofite the new gate, below the palace, is the
royal park of the Cafa del Campo. The villa is

far from being confiderable; but the woods are .

wild and pleafant. In the court is a grand equef-
trian ftatue of Philip ITI. and in the rooms are
many pictures, among which Callot's temptation
of St. Anthony is one of the moft remarkable.
In the managery are fome vicunas, eor Peruvian
theep ; from whofe wool a very fine filky cloth is
fabricated, and made up into winter clothes, in
its natural colour, which is a rich brown.

The natives of almoft every dittinft province
of Spain have fome diftinguithing peculiarity in
manners and purfuits. A carfory traveller cannot
be fuppofed capable of catching the minute thades
of diftin@ion. In fome refpeés, however, they
feem to agree. That lifilefs indolence, equally
dear to the uncivilized favage and to the dege-
nerate flaves of defpotifm, is no where more in-
dulged than in Spain. Thoufands of men, in all
parts of the realm, pafs day after day, wrapt up
in a cloak, ftanding in rows againft a-wall, or
dozing under a tree. In total want of every
incitement to a&ion, the fprings of thcir intellec-
tual faculties forget to play; and their views

- grow confined within the narrow fphere of mere
exifience. They feel little or no concern for the
welfare of a country, where a few overgrown fa-
milies engrofs every thing valuable, and feldom
befiow a thought on the condition of W W=

fals.  * -

hit!
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The poor Spaniard does not work, unlefs urged
by irrefiftible want, becaufe he perceives no ad-
vantage from induftry. Naturally abftemious,
bis fcanty fare is eafily procured; bleffed with
a warm climate, clothes are not much an obje&.

Yet this liftlefinefs does not feem to be inhe-
rent in the Spanith charaer. In any favourite
fcheme, where they have fufficient temptation,
either from “profit or pleafure, they are imdefa-
tigably eager in the purfuit. A better form of
governmeat, and due political advantages would
roufe them from ina&ion, and lead them to riches
and glory.

. Their foldiers are brave and patient of hard-
fhips. They follow wherever their officers lead
them, with true refolution; but an example muft
be fet them, or they will not ftir a flep. Moft
of the Spaniards, indeed, are hardy; and when
! once engaged in any bufinefs, however arduous
! and difficult, they never murmur nor flinch.
| This nation is by no means naturally melan-
choly : mifery and defpotifm, which have cloud-
ed their profpe&s, have likewife caft a gloom over
their minds ; and the terror of the inquifition is
ever prefent before their eyes; yet their villages
‘ ftill refound with the maufic of the voice and
| guitar; and fome of their public meetings are
| remarkably noify and riotous. They talk louder,

and argue with more vehemence than the French

or Italians, and gefticulate with equal, if not fu-
perior, eagernefs.

In religion they appear rather lukewarm;
wrapt up in unmeaning forms, they forget the
vital eflence of devotion, and (how s fublivated
for reality, Indeed religion is a dangerows \o“:
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in the dominions of fo tremendous a tribunal as
the Inquifition.

Our travellers found the common people inof-
fenfive, if not civil; and though much has been
faid of their jealoufy and revenge, thofe malig-
nant paffions, are perhaps not more general here
than in other countries. Their good, as well as
their bad qualities, feem to have been much ex-
aggerated by moft writers,

Education is at a very low ebb in this coun-
try; and the minds, evea of the great, are too
little enlightened, by ftudy or communication
with other mations, to rub off the genefal ruft,
with which the Spanith genius has been incruft-
ed for years. The public fchools and univerfities
are in a deplorable ftate of ignorance and irre-
gularity. }l)‘hc catalogue of living authors is
confined to a very fmall number; yet it would
be illiberal not to allow that fome of. them are
eminent in the different walks of literature they
have chofen. The common education of an En-
glith gentleman, however, would conftitute a,
fcholar here; and fhould he underftand Greek,
he would be quite a phenomenon.

The Spanith women are in general fmall and
thin : few are firikingly beautiful; but almoft
all have fparkling black eyes, full of expreffion.
They are endowed by nature witha great deal of
wit and lively repartee ; but for want of the po-
lith and aids of education, their wit is buried
under the grofleft ignorance and the moft ridicu-
lous prejudices. Their tempers never having
been fathioned by polite intercourfe, nor foften-
ed by néceffary contradifXion, they axe saivewany

pettith and violent,

=
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The court ladies have few pretenfions to beau-
ty, and poflefs no elegant accomplifhments : their
cortejo, or gallant, feems their only play-thing.
Few countries, Mr. Swinburne fays, exhibit more
barefaced amours, and a greater appearance of
indelicate debauchery than this.

Previous to our travellers leaving Madrid, the
minifters, by the particular orders of his majefty,
furnithed them with every permit and patiport
that could conduce to the comfort of their jour-

" ney to the frontiers of France. They had likewife

liberty to carry with them the horfes and mules
they had purchafed in the kingdom ; and to have
their baggage pafled, unfearched. His catholic
majefty, indeed, had honoured them with parti-
cular attention during their refidence at his court
and our aathor fays, he is not a little proud to
acknowledge the honour and obligation.

On the 6th of June they left Madrid, and tra-
vclling through the park of the Cafa del Campo,

roceeded through a noble wood to the Efcuarial,

‘he afped of this celebrated convent, fituated in -
a corner of a lofty ridge of mountains, ftruck
them with awe and pleafure. The landfcape is
very grand, prefenting, at one view, one ot the
largcft editces in the world, a boundlefs extent
of woodlands, and a clear profpe& of Madrid ;
and beyond all, a vafl track of country, that gra-
dually lofes itfelf in the horizon.

The Ercurial was built by Philip II. in confe-
quence of a fignal viflory gained over the French
on St. Lawrence's day 1557, and dedicated to that
faint. It feems to have been his father's dying

requefl, that he fhould ere& a manfcleam fox

himi and his em prefs Iabelia, which he executd
on this fpot, The firufure confifis of tevey

. O
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courts and quadrangles, which, taken altogether,
reprefent a gridiron, the infirument of the mar-
tyrdom of St. Lawrence; the apartment where
the king refides forming the handle.

This pile is a long fquare, of fix hundred and
farty feet by five hundred and eighty, and the
whole circumfercnce is not lefs than two thou-
fand nine hundred Spanith feet, The height up
to the roof is fixty feet all round. Ateach angle
is a fquare tower, two hundred feet high. The
number of windows in the weft front is two hun-
dred; in the eaft, three hundred and fixty-fix.
The orders of architeture are the Doric and Io-
nic; but the whole is rather grand than elegant.

The church, which ftands in the centre, is large,
awful, and richly ornamented. The cupola is
bold and light. The high altar is compofed of
rich marbles, agates, and jafpers, of great rarity.
Two magnificent catafalques fill up the fide ar-
cades. On one the emperor Charles V. his wife,
daughter, and -two fifiers, are reprefented in
bronze, kneeling: oppofite are the effigies of
Philip II. and his three wives, in the fame de-
vout attitude. :

Underneath is the real burial place of the roy-
al family, called the Panthecon. Twenty-five
fteps lcad down to this vault, over the door of
which is an infcription beginning thus:

HIC LOCUS SACER MORTALITATIS EXUVIIS CA-
THOLICORUM KEGUM, &C.

The maufoleum is circular, thirty-fix feet in
diameter, incrufted with fine marbles, in an ele-
gaot tafte.  The bodies of the Xings 20 apeess
lie in tombs of marble, placed in Mehey, SR
the other. The plan of thefe {epRCorea s T
Voi. XVI. NN
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and executed with princely magnificence. The
princes and princefles of the royal family are de-
pofited in two fide vaults, near the entrance of the
pantheon.

The colle@®ion of paintings, difperfed about
various parts of the church, facrifty, and convent,
is truly grand ; and perhaps fuperior to any gal-
lery in Europe, if we except that of Drefden.
Formed out of the {poils of Italy, and the waft-
ed cabinet of that unfortunate judge of virty,
Charles I. of England, it contains fome of the
moft capital works of the greateft painters that
have flourifhed fince the revival of the art.

Thelibrary contains a moft precious colleétion
of manufcripts, many fine drawings, and other
curiofities. Among other writings of Saints,
the leaft valuable of the whole, Mr. Swinburne
was thewn a wretched {crawl of St. Therefa, the
myfical reformer of the Carmelite nuns.

Notwithftanding the,cold expofiture of this
convent, the king paffes feveral months of the
year at it, for the fake of hunting. An entire
new-town has been built for the conveunience of
the retainers of the court ; butin fpite of all that
art can do, the Efcurial will always'be an uncom-
fortable winter refidence.

From the Efcurial our travellers proceedcd
along the foot of the mountains, that feparate
the two Caflilles; and amoug the woody heights
of the Puerto, they found the fnow ftill very. deep
on the fummits of the mountains.

Arriving at St. Idelphonfo, they were gratified
to find that orders had preceded them, for their

immediate admiffion to the palace, water-works,

_ 4ad other curiofities of the place. .
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This palace was much favoured by Philip V,
who fpent mach treafure in forcing nature, and
Jendering it an imitation of Verfailles. Asitisa
remarkably cool fpot, the court generally re-
tires here during the warm months; but the
fituation expofes it to fudden and frequent
changes of temperature and feafons, in the courfe
of a few hours; and thefe tranfitions, without
great care, are apt to have an unpleafant effe& on
the health. ’

A romantic breok rolls over the rocks, at no
great diftance from the town, through a large
track of thickets. A fine walk is cut along t
fides for a mile or two. The water is the princi-
pal beauty of Idelphonfo. The palace is patch-
work, and has little to recommend it externally.
In the apartments, however, are many valaable
pitures, though they appeared to lefs advantage,
after recently leaving the Efcurial. - There are
likewife many fine ftatues, bufts, and bafs reliefs,

The gardens are in the formal French ftyle;
and the foil is fo rocky, that the trees have not
fcope to luxuriate. The waterworks are moft
magnificent. They throw out a fiream as clear
as cryflal, whereon the fun-beams play in the
moft beautiful prifmatic tints; and in this refpect
they are much fuperior to thofe of Verfailles,
-which appear muddy.

The defigns of feveral of thefe fountains
are clegant, efpecially that of the Frogs,—a
centrica: one, where fixteen fpouts play in regu-
lar combinat-on ; the great cafvade ; and the bat-
ket; but the foantain of Diata is furprifing for
the richnels of its decoration, and Whe twels &
its fiream. The lofty column of wales v

rRa Sxs
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from the trump of Fame, exceeded their utmoft
conception of the power of hydroftatics.

Thefe fountains are {upplied by two refervoirs,
at the foot of the mountain. The larger, which
‘is emphatically called El Mar, is a very pretty
lake, which, with the hanging woods and f{wall
buildings on its edge, forms a pleafing fubje& for
a landfcape paiunter,

Below the town is the manufalory of plate
glafs, belonging to the crown. In it two han-
dred and eighty men are employed. The largeft
plate caft here, was one hundred and twenty-fix
8panifh inches long: the fmall pieces are fold
for mirrors all over the kingdom. To provide
fuel for the fires, the pine woods are put under
regulations, and ftated falls. Twenty-feven mule-
loads of fire-wood are daily confumed ; and every
four loads, delivered on the fpot, coft the king
about forty reals,

The firft obje@ that arrefted théir attention in
Segovia, was the Aquedu&, which is- perfectly
well preferved From the fir@ low arches to
the refervoir in the town, thelength is two thou-
fand four hundred Spauith feet; and its greateft
height is one hundred and four. It confifts, ac-
cording to the ground over which it is carried, of
upper and lower arches; and is not only an ad-
mirable monument of antiquity, for its folidity
and good mafonry, which have withftood the vio-
lence of {fo many barbarians, and the inclemen-
cies of feafons for ages, but alfo for its beauty
and elegance of defign. Some afcribe it to
Trajan, and others, for the honour of their coun-

try, carry it back to Hercules. The Romans in-
dl/l"lltably were its founders; but ne inferiphon
femains fufliciently legible to mark its exa.
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It is fill Jikeiy to laft in its prefent flate, as
long as the town, for wheie accommodation it was
-built; for, being indifpenfibly neceflary, it isin
-no danger of being futfered to run to decay.

The cathedral, dedicated to Neuftra Ségnora
de la Paz, is one of the handfomeft Gothic
churches in Spain. The infide is majeftic; the
high aitaris rich and thewy.

The Alcazar, or cafile, ftands in a fine pofi-
tion, on a rock rifing above the open country.
‘A very pretty river wathes the foot of the preci-
pice, and the city fpreads on each fide' on the
brow of the hill; the declivity is woody, and
-the banks charmingly rural. Towards the town
is a large court before the great outward tower,
which formed the prifon of Gil Blas, fo well de-
-feribed by Le Sage.  The palace is antique, and
has feldom been inhabited by any but prifoners,
fince the reign of Ferdinand and Ifabella. It
contains fome magnificent halls; and all the
-kings of Spain are feated in ftate along the cor-
.nice of the great faloon. The royal apartments
are now occupied by a ccllege of young gentle-
men cadets, educated at the king’s expence for
-engineers.

Another court of the palace is allotted as a

rifon to eleven Algerine captains of vefiels.

hey appeared handfome, portly figures; and, ex-
cepting the confinement, feem to fpend their
time here in eafe and tranquillity. As foon as
they faw our travellers, they knew them to be
Euglithmen, and flocked round them with the
utmoft demonftrations of joy: they kiffed their -
hands, and called them lngles butno basme s
g0os, over and over agaw.

n3
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~ Mr. Swinburne dire@ed his fervant to info,
them, in Lingua Franca, of the late defeat of ¢i
Spaniards before Algiers, which had been ftud
oufly concealed from them. One venerable lool
ing Muilelman raifed both his hands to heave
and feemed to forget the irkfomenefs of flaver
in the fuccefs of his country. -

Below the Alcazar is the Mint, a large buil
ing, and the moft ancient place of coinage in tl
kingdom. Copper alone is now coined here.

The unevennefs of the ground gives a wi
look to this city. Moft of the ftreets are crook:
and dirty, and the houfes mifcrable, wooden h
vels. A manufa&ory of cloth is carried on her
with little apparent benefit to the inhabitants.

The furrounding country is reckoned the b
in the kingdom for feeding the breed of fhes
that produces the celebrated Spanith wor
Other parts, perhaps, are equally adapted for tt
kind of pafturage. But a {mall quantity of t|
wool is manufaétured in this country, notwit
ftanding the decided fuperiority of its qualit
which renders it fuch an obje& to other man
faQuring nations.

The country grew fandy as they advanced i
to Old Catftille; but it is much more populot
and the villages ftand thicker than in New Ca
tille. Pafling Olmedo, a ruined town in 2 fii
plain, they flept on the 10th at Hornillo. Tk
is a fmall village on the river Aldaya, the ban
of which are prettily wooded, and form mai
interefting points of view.

Next morning they reached a hill that-ove

dooked the plains of Valladolid and the courle
the Duero, a fine river that falls 1ato the e
orto, in Portugal. ™
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Beyond a chain of white bare hills, at one of
their angles, ftands the town of Simancas, in the
caflle of which the archives of the realm were
long ago depofited, and where they flill remain,

They found Valladolid to be a large ill com-
paQed city, with many feparate edifices, which,
during the reign of Philip III. who made this
his conftant refidence, were the palaces of his
great officers and nobility. Being deferted by the
court, the town and palace are tallen into decay.
The great fquare, however, and fome of the pub-
lic and private edifices bear witnefs of its former
celebrity. The Dominican Convent, a Gothic
edifice, is the moft remarkable in the city. The
univerfity is in the laft flage of decline; and in-
deed, poverty and mifery are painted in every
face throughout the town.

Proceeding through a country famous for the
excellence of its wines, but not very captivating
in itfelf, they crofled and recroffed the Puiferga
feveral times. At Torquemada is a bridge over
this river, of twenty-two arches. The common
houfes in this track are built of clay, fquared and
imperfetly baked in the tun.

On the morning of the 13th, after entering
a moreagreeable and populous country, they ar-
rived at Burgos, the ancient capital of the king-
dom of Caliille, long fince abandoned to deca-
dency. The approach up a long valley is rather
pleafing, tlie view being terminated by the caftle
and the cathedral. ,

Betore our travcllers entered Burgos, they pafl-
ed the tamous Abbey de las Huelgas, one of the
beft endowed in Spain. s ruins awe AN wdSwes,

“and the abbefs almoft a {overeign mec_e.\s,?\mi\;
extent of her territories, hex PONET, 3 %g
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gatives. This convent, however, is not
thewy, and its fituation is low and unpleafar

The little river, Alarcon, feparates the fub
from the city of Burgos. The town itfe
built in a very irregular manner, on the dec
ty of a fleep hill, commanded by an antique
tle, once the abode of the counts, and afterw
.of the kings of Caftille. '

Over the city gates are fome ftatues of
judges or counrts, which are fiill objets of g
veneration in the eyes of the patriotic Caftill

The cathedral is one of the moft magnifi
fabrics of the Gothic kind in Europe ; but tho
it is of great elevation, its fituation, in a hole
out of the fide of a hill, is a great difadvan
to its general effe®. Its form is exa&ly the {
as that of York Minfter, which our author «
fiders as the criterion by which the beautie
defe@s of every Gothic church are to be jud
At the weftern or principal front, are two fiee
ending in fpires, and in the centre of the ed
rifes a large fquare tower, adorned with e
pinnacles; and on one fide of the eaft end
lower o&tagon buildirg, with eight pyran
exally correfponding to the chapter houfi
York.

Santiago, the patron of this cathedral, f:
very confpicuous on his war horle among
needles of the main fteeple; and the Vi
Mary is feated in folemn ftate over the great
dow of the weft porch. The foliage w
arches, pillars, and battlements, are execute
the moft elaborate and finithed manuer, in

Gothic, or as fome call it, the Arabic taite.
In & narrow lane, near Burgos, out ‘2
were detained for fome time by the
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many finall carts, coming down from Arragon
with fpears for bull-fighting, iron, and chairs.
Thefe are the carts that fuggefted to Cervantes
the idea of Merlin’s chariot, in the fecond part
of Don Quixote. Their wheels make a creaking;
or grinding, which can be compared to nothing
but the noife of iron-mills, and fire-engines.

Proceeding along the river fide, they paffed the
Carthufiap convent, which enjoys a charming fi-
tuation on the fide of a round hill, backed with
mountains, whofe fummits arg clad in 'fnow.
They flept at a poor place, where the head-drefs
pf the married women attraéted their particular
notice. It confifted of a black perriwig, faced
all round with the wool of a black lamb, ending
behind in two plaited trefles, that depended to
their rumps. Previous to their nuptials, they are
obliged to make up this fingular kind of helmet,
which renders their natural uvglinefs ftill more
horrible.

On the 14th, they travelled from vale to vale,
over the bare hills that feparate them; and, at
length, came to the foot of the Sierra del Oca, a
lofty ridge of mountains, running from caft to
weft. In a defile, Pancorvo is fituated, a long
village, with immenfe pilesof rock impending on
every fide. It wears a very awful and tremend-
ous afpe&, which was heightened by the black
clouds that hung upon the fummits of its cliffs,
and foon after burft in a violent florm of thundex
and rain.

Next day they entered the fruitful plains of
the Ebro; and as the bridge had been wafhed
away, they paffed it in a ferry, 2% Miraoda. s
town js well fitnated, buk e Dodding e W7

\

- |
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and its gates and fireets fo narrow, that a car:
riage cannot pafs them.

Soon after afcending the hills, at Puebla de
Trivino, they entered Alaba, a diftri& of Bifcay,
and immediately found the fineft road imaginable,
made at the expence of the province, and carried
as far as the frontiers of France. ’

Every thing now affumed a new afpe&: in-
ftead of the bare depopulated hills, the melancholy

-deje@ed faces, the dirty inns, and abominable
roads that they had been accuftomed to for fo
wmany months, they were here revived by the
fight of a rich, ftudied culture, a clean-looking,
i:‘hccrful people, neat houfes, and pleafant travel~
ing.

- Bifcay is the country of the ancient Cantabri,
fo flightly annexed to the Roman empive. Their
mountains have, in all ages, afforded them temp-
tations and opportunitics of withdrawing them-~
felves from every yoke that had been partially
impofed on them. Their language is account-
ed aboriginal, and unmixed with either Latin,
French, or Spanith. It is fo totally different
from the Caflillian, that few of the peafants of
the two countries underfand each other.

The Bifcayners are ftout, brave, and choleric
to a proverb. Their privileges are very extenfive,
and they guard them with a jealous eye. They
have no bifhops, and ftyle the king only Lord of
Bifcay.

The women are beautiful as angels, tall, light,
and cheertul; their attire is neat and paftoral;
their hair falls in loog plaits down their backs ;

and a veil, or handkbrchief, twilted tound 'n o
fantaflic manner, ferves them for a very becom-
ag head-drefs. 1
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In the evening they reached Vi&oria, through
one of the fineft plains in Europe, Its fertility,
population, and profpe&s all fupply fo many
charms to the heart of tafte and fenfibility. Vic-
toria enjoys an elevated fituation, and makes a
good figure on every approach; but the fireets
are narrow and gloomy.

Soon after, they again afcended the hills into
woods of oak, beech, and chefnut. Near Salinas,
a village inhabited by the workmen of the iron
forges, they entered the very heart of the moun-
tains, which would be almoft impaffable, were it
not for the attention paid to make and keep the
roads in the beft repair.

The tops of all thefe mountains are crowned
with forefts, and the acclivities are cultivated as
far as their nature will allow, while the valleys
are thronged with villages, hamlets, orchards,
and gagdens. The iron works employ a great
number of hands, and give life and fpirit to the
whole province.

Having winded along a charming valley for
many hours, and repeatedly croffed a fiream that
laves it, eur travellers pafled over a high chain of
mountains, at the Puerto de Villareal. From
thence they defcended into the valley of Tolofa,
a large town, fwarming with inhabitants.

Early on the 18th, they gained the fummit of
a woody hill, from whence they overlooked the
Bay of Bifcay, Fontarabia, Andaye, the cdurfe of
the Bidafloa, the province of Labour in France,
and an immenfe range of the Pyrenees.

By the ferryboat they pafled the Bidafloa, and
landing on the French frontier, our author texsh-

nated his travels in Spain; through Wiich e wed
made a circle of one thoufand (n\mn&«}“ ::}:::
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between the months of Odober aud June. The
Bidafloa, which divides the two kingdoms, 1s im-
petuous and diflicult at high water; but at other .
times clear and placid, lowing through a delici-
ous vale that ill accords with the ideas generally,
and too juflly, entertained, of the boundaries be-
tween two mighty nations,

TOUR



TOUR THROUGH
THE

\WWESTERN, SOUTHERN, AND INTERIOR
PROVINCES OF FRANCE,
In 1475 and 1776,

By N.1W. IWVRAXALL, Ef;.

INTERSPERSED WITH 8QME OCCASIONAL REMARKS,

e R

THIS lively and well written tour, in a track

not often vifited by common travellers, is
publifhed in the form of letters, and is fo intercft-
ing as well as concife, that we fhould be doing
injuflice to the author did we materially alter his
manner. 'We have, indeed, dropped the epifto-
lary form, and conne&ed the narrative, becaufe
our plan required it. 'We have alfo {fometimes
atiumed a different drefs, and frequently taken a
thorter road ; but we have never loft fight of our
intelligent and pleafing guide. This, however,
is a compliment we meant to pay, not a liberty
we wiflied to take. -

I landed in France, fays Mr. Wraxgll, at Cher-
bourg, on Wednefday Auguft 22, 1775. The
ruins of the pier, which was demolitned oy o
troops in the late war, prefent a mournial pdete

of devafiation 3 as they fill remain exally W Yoe
Vor. XV St
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flate they were left by the Englith in 1758,
The town itfelf imprefles a firanger with no high
ideas of opulence or commerce. Itis a wretched
colle®ion of houfes, crowded together in a fandy
valley, clofe to the fhore, without order, cleanli-
nefs, or elegance. The fituation, however, in
the centre of the channel, and between the two
Capes of Barflear and La Hogue, has always
made it important in the eye of policy.

As Havre de Grace has been ever efteemed,
with reafon, the key of High Normandy, fo
Cherbourg is of the Lower. - During the many
reigns in which it was fubje to the Englith go-
vernment, our princes appear to have been im-
preffed with a due fenfe of its value. A very
ftrong garrifon was generally maintained in it;
and Charles VII. terminated his long train of
viories over the timid and divided counfels of
our Henry VI. by this important conqueft. It
was re-annexed to the crown of France in 1450;
but owing to various caufes, for a long feries of
years, was lefs attended to than its importance
deferved. ;

About half a mile from the town is a cliff, or
rock, of prodigious height; the afcent to which
is by a winding path. On the top I found a lit-
tle convent of Benedi&ine monks, or hermits,
who have chofen to quit the vale below, and
having retired to the bleak fummit, cultivate a
few acres of ground, barren and ftony, from
which they procure, with difficulty, a miferable
fubfifence. The fuperior, after having thewn

* It were to be withed, that this defer ption wight XM be
applicable to Cherbourg; but who is ignorant, ¥at Yhis port
has fince been improved and fortified with the whmek save.

™
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me the little chapel and refe&tory, led me to the
extreme point of the cliff, on which ftands a cru-
ciix. *¢ This,” faid he, ¢ is the fpot, from
whence John, king of England, is faid to have
thrown his nephew, Prince Arthur of Bretagne.
Tradition reports, that he did it with his own
hand, in a tempeftuous night ; and that the fea,
which, though now at fome diftance, then wath-
ed the foot of the rock, received the body of the
anhappy prince.” This is, however, a very difpute
able tatt; and there is fcarcely any illuftrious
death the circumftances of which are fo ill afcer-
tained as that in queftion. It is, indeed, well
known, that Prince Arthar, after having been
conduced through feveral provinces, with igno-
miny, by his uncle King John, finally difappear-
ed in 1203. But fo far are hiftorians from pofi-
tively naming the time or manner of his exit,
that they difagree in the place of his confinement,
previous to that event.’

Another veftige of our Englith monarchs is yet
in being here, which &ands on inconteflible au-
thority. About a mile to the weltward of the
town, a little rivulet empties itfelf into the [ea,
which is called the Chantereine. In a meadow,
a few paces from the thore, ftands a fmall chapel,
which was built by Matilda, daughter of Henry L.
and mother of Henry II. Hiftory relates that, in
the reign of Stephen, who uturped the throne,
fhe pailed over trom Wareham into Normandy,
to raife freth torces in fupport of her claim. Be-
ing attacked by a violent tempett at fea, the had
recourfe to prayers, to avert the danger. Re--
pofing her whole hope in the Wirgim Mary, we-
cording to the fuperfiition of the Knes, e ‘:‘3

S
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a vow that, if fhe ever fet her foot again on land,
fhe would fing a hymn to the Virgin, on the fpot
where fhe firtt alighted. Her vows were heard;
the florm abated, and fhe arrived happily. The
inftant fhe got on fhore, one of the failors re-
minded her of her promife, in thefe words, Chan-
te, reine, vechi terre! and as the words were {poken
exa&ly at the month of this rivulet, they gave
rife to the name which it fill retains. Not con-
tent with fo fmall a mark of her gratitude, fhe
ere&ed the chapel which I have mentioned, and
which is called Notre Dame du Veeu. The flory
of its origin is there recorded at length. The
architéGure bears every mark of extreme rude-
nefs and barbarifm, fuch as charaterized the age
in which it was built. Six centuries, which have
elapfed fince its conftrultion, have loofened the
ftones that compofe it, and begin to threaten its
total ruin, -

Cherbourg pretends to very high antiquity ;
and is faid to have been originally called Cfar-
bourg. Richard, the fecond Duke of Normandy,
uncle to William the Conqueror, -built a firong
caftle here, and having come in perfon to view it,
was fo pleafed with the fitvation of the place,
and its importance, as it appeared to him, for the
defence of his dominions, that be is faid to have
exclaimed in a rapture, ¢ Ly caftel eft un cher
bourg pcr mi !’ This circumftance was the origin
of its prefent name. Coins of feveral Roman em-
perors have been dug up here at different times. A
gentleman fhewed me cne, in fine prefervation,
of Antoninus Pius, found only a few years fince,

The beautiful Val-de-Saire, which Wies in \he
caftern part of the Countentin, neax QWQ\’N“Q“‘.{S
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is faid to be a corruption -of Val-de-Ceres, by
which name the Romans called it, in honour of
that goddefs, from its extraordinary fertility.
I left Cherbourg on Thurfday morning, and
after dining at Valognes, a confiderable town,
arrived at Carenten the following evening. The
town is fmall, but the ruins of the cafile are very
‘beautiful. This place is celebrated in the civil
wars under Charles I1X. and in thofe of the
League which followed, in the reigns of Henry
JII. and IV. The archite@ure of the great
church is elegant ; it was built in the fifteenth
century, when the Gothic firu@ures had almoft
attained to their higheft point of beauty and per-
feQion. The altar, and a painting dedicated to
St. Cecilia, are the only internal decorations that
merit attention. This patronefs of harmony
appears playing on a fort of barpfichord, her
fingers running negligently over the keys. A
blue mantle, loofely buckled over her fhoulder,
expofes part of her meck to view, and her fair
hair floats down her back. The balls of her eyes
are thrown up to heaven in a fine frenzy of mu-
fical enthufiafm. It is only fix leagues from Ca-
renten to Coutances; but the road, even at this
feafon of the year, is incomparably bad. The
roads of Low Normandy are infamous to a pro-
verb; and I thould never have had the boldnefs
to venture through them, had I known their ac-
tual flate. Coutances has, however, in fome de-
gree, made amends for the difficulties I found in
arriving at it, and repaid me by the obje@s it
affords of entertainment. It was founded by the
Romans, who eftablifhed a legion here, and o=
ed it Caftra Conftantia. 1t fande on » WM
which flopes down with prodigious Taph&iy- :’:
83
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yond the vale, a range of hills rifes like a fuperb
amphitheatre, and furrounds it on every fide.
The houfes bear all the marks of antiquity in
their ftructure and tafte, which is rude to the
greateft degree. Many of them have doubtlefs
ftood five or fix hundred years ; and on one, the
ftyle of which merits peculiar attention, is the
date 1007, yet remaining in very legible charac-
ters.

On the fummit of the hill, in the centre of the
town, ftands the cathedral. There is a grotefque
beauty fpread over the whole; and the faniaftic
ornaments of Gothic building are mixed with a
wonderful delicacy and elegance in many of its
parts. It was begun in 1047 ; and William the
Conqueror, king of England, affifted in perfon at
its confecration fome years after. I went up ta
the top of the great centre tower, to enjoy one of
the fineft profpe@s imaginable. The town of
Granville appears in front, and beyond it the lit-
tle iflands of Chaufey. Jerfey, at the diftance of
feven leagues to the north, forms a noble objet.
The country on all fides, towards St. Lo, Avran-
ches, and Carenten, is a garden, rich, cultivated,
and tinted with woods.

Coutances is large, but the convents confider-
ably augment its fize, and the monks of different
-orders conftitute a great part of its inhabitants,
As it is fitnated at two leagues dittant from the
fea, and has not any navigable river, it is defii-
tute of commerce; but fome few provincial no-
blefle refide in the place,

I was charmed with the Coutentin, as all this
part of Low Normandy is called, ¥rom Chex-
-bourg to Valognes, it was mountamoss A
deathy ; but, in general, \he COURTY ¥ \“5"*‘“:

s
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to no part of the nerth of Europe. ¥ine acclivi-
ties, clothed with wood, and rich valleys waving
with corn, form a moft pleafing fcene. There is
notwithftanding an apparent penury among the
people. The hand of oppreflion is vifible in their
drefs, their hovels, and their whole appearance.
I faw none of thofe neat and pretty peafants fo
common in our moft fequettered villages.

The Coutentin has given birth to fome illuf-
trious charaéters, Thofe brave and romantic
heroes, fo famous in ancient flory, Tancred and
Robert Guifcard, who, after having expelled the
Saracens from Apulia and Calabria, founded the
kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, which they tranf-
mitted to their defcendants, were Counts of Hau-
teville, a little town not far from Valogues. Hif-
tory informs us, that Robert, duke ot Normandy,
fon to William the Conqueror, the moft generous
and the molt neceflitous prince of his age, mort-
gaged this part of his dominions to his brother
Rufus, before he went to the Holy Land. The
fum, I think, was®nly ten thoufand marks, which
the rapacious Rufuslevied on his Englifh fubjeits,

I left Coutances Monday evening, in my way
to Granville. The diftance is only fix leagues;
through a continuation of the fame agreeable
country which I have already defcribed, As I
was defirous to vifit the celebrated Mont St. Mi-
chel, 1 hired two horfes, and fet out for that
place in the morning. It is about twenty miles
from Granville, and the road lying along the fea-
iliore, makes it very pleafant. I got to Genet, a
little village, before noon. From thence it is
only a league to the Mount ; but as We 1ol s
catirely acrofs the fands, which are ony RS«

at low tj'de, it was indlfpenﬁ\)\\j ';Q.(\\i\(\\?.- S Q:
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cure a guide, under whofe dire®ion I arrived |
there at one in the afternoon. . :
This extraordinary rock, for it is no more, rifes !
in the middle of the bay of Avranches. Nature
has completely fortified one fide, by its craggy
and almoft perpendicular afcent, which renders it
impraficable for courage or addrefs, however
confummare, to fcale it. The other parts are
furrounded by walls fenced with femilunar tow-
ers in the Gothic manner ; but fufficiently firong;
added to the advantages of its fituation, to with- -
fland any attack. At the foot of the mountain
begins a ftreet or town, which winds round its
bate to a confiderable height. - Above, are
chambers in which prifoners of ftate are confined,
and other buildings intended for perfons to refide
in; and on the fummit is built the abbey it-
felf, occupying a prodigious fpace of ground,
and of a firength and folidity equal to its enor-
mous fize, fince it has withftood all the ftorms of
heaven, in this elevated and expofed fituation,
during many centuries. I examined every apart-
ment in the edifice, under the guidance of a Swifs.
The Sale de Chevalerie, or knights' hail, re-
minded me of that at Marienbourg in Polith
Pruflia. Itis equally fpacious; but more barbar-
ous and rude. Here the knights of St. Michael
ufed to meet in folemn convocation on important
occafions. They were the detenders and guardi-
ans of this mountain and abbey, as thofe of the
temple, and of St. John of Jeruklem, were of
the boly fepualchre. At one end is a painting of
the archangel, the patron of their order; and in
this hall Louis XI. firk inflituted the ovder,
and invefled with the infignia of it, (ne krigow

of the crofs of St. Michael. W



WRAXALL'S TOUR. 201

We pafled on through feveral lefler rooms inta
a long patlage, on one fide of which the guide
opencd a door, and through a narrow entrance,
perfeétly dark, he led me, by a fecond door, into
an apartment, or rather dungcon, in the middle
of which ftood a cage. 1t was compofed of pro-
digious wooden bars ; and the wicket, which ad-
mitted perfons into it, was ten or twelve inches in
thicknefs. I went into the infide: the fpace
it comprifed, was about twelve or fourteen feet
fquare, and it might be nearly twenty feet in
height. This was the abode of many eminent
vi€tims in former ages, whofe names and miferies
are now forgotten.

“ There was,” faid my conduftor, ¢ towards
the latter end of the laft century, a news-writer
in Holland, who had prefumed to print fome ve-
ry fevere refleGtions on Madame de Maintenon,
and Louis XIV. Some months afterwards, he
was induced, by a perfon fent exprefsly for that
purpofe, to make a tour into French Flanders.
“T'he inftant he had quitted the Dutch dominions,
he was put under arreft, and immediately, by his
majefty’s exprefs command, condu@ed to this
place. They thut him up in this cage. Here he
lived upwards of three and twenty years; and
hare he, at length, expired. During the long
nights of winter,” continued the man, * no can-
die or fire was allowed him, nor was he permitted
to have any book. He faw no human face ex-
cept that of the jailer, who came once every day
to prefent him, through a hole in the wicket,
with his little portion of bread and wine.”

As I flood within this dreadfuol englne of owo-

elty, I execrated the vengeance of the piwee,
who could infli fo tremendous 2 ponifnment. 8]
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fo trivial an offence; and I haftened out of this
fad receptacle, impreflcd with feelings of the
deepett pity and indignation. i

“ It is now fifteen years,” faid the Swifs,
¢ fince a gentleman ended bis days in that cage;
this was before the time when I came to refide
here; but there is one inflance within my own
memory. Monfieur de F. , a perfon of rank,
was conduted here by command of the late
king, and remained three years fhut up in it. I
fed him myfelf every day; but he was allowed
books and candle to divert his mifery; and at
Jength, the abbot, touched with his deplorable
calamities, requefted and obtained for him the
soyal pardon. He was fet free, and is now alive
in France.

« The fubterranean chambers,” added he, * in
-this mountain, are fo numerous, that we know
them not ourfelves, " There are certain dungeons,
called Oubliettes, into which they were accufiom-
ed formerly to let down malefattors guilty of ve-
ry heinous crimes : they provided thefe wretches
with a loaf of bread and a bottle of wine, and
then they were totally forgotten, and left to pe-
rith by hunger in the dark vaults of the rock.
This punithment has not, however, been infliéted
by any king in the laft or prefent century ¥.”

_ We continued our progrefs through the abbey.
He led me into a chamber, in one corner of which
was a kind of window ; between it and the wall
of the building, was a very deep fpace or hollow,
of near a hundred feet perpendicular, and at bot-
t om was another window, opening to the fea. It

# Friends as we are to the legitimate power of Yiney, we
Bope defpotifm will never again dare o fentence Yhe wotk ?&
minal to fuch a fate, in any future age, Ox 0 any quastes R
‘lobCo
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is called the Hole of Montgomeri. The hiftory
of it is this. In the year 1559, Henry I1. king of
France, was unfortunately killed at a tournament
by the Count de Montgomeri. It was uninten-
tional on that nobleman’s part; and he was forc-
€d, contrary to his inclination, to pufh the lance
againft his fovereign, by his exprefs command.
He was a Hugonot, and having efcaped the maf-
facre of Paris, made head againft the royal forces
in Normaundy, being fupported by our Elizabeth
with arms and money. When driven from his
fortreffes in thofe parts, he retired to a rock call-
ed the Tombelaine. This is another mountain,
fimilar to the Mont St. Michel, only three quar-
ters of a league diftant from it, and of nearly
equal dimenfions. At that time there was a caf-
tle on it, which was afterwards demolithed, and
of which fcarce any traces now remain. From
this place of fecurity, ounly acceflible at low tides,
he continually made excurfions, and annoyed the
enemy, who never dared to attack him. He coin-
ed money, laid all the adjacent country under con-
tribution,and rendered himfelf univerfally dread-
ed. Being defirous to furprife the Mont St. Mi-
chel, he found means to engage in his interefts
one of the monks refident in the abbey, who
promifed to give him the fignal for his enterprife,
by difplaying a handkerchief. The treacherous
monk having made the fignal, armed all his affo~
ciates, who waited Montgomeri’s arrival. The
count came, attendéd by fifty chofen foldiers,
defperate, and capable of any attempt. They
croffed the fand, and having placed their fcaling-
ladders, mounted one by onej a3 they teached
the top, they were difpatched withoot noWe.
Montgomeri, who followed laf, at \eng™ i‘-\:;:

.
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vercd the perfidy, and efcaped with only ¢wo o
his men, with whom he regained the Tombe~ .
laine. He was atterwards befieged and takeny
prifoner by the Marefchalde Matignon, in 1574,at,
Domfront in Normandy ; and Catherine of Me<
dicis, who detefted him for his having been,
though innocently, the caute of her hutband's
death, ordered him to be immediately executed,

The church is an obje uf great curiofity. It
is fupported by nine pillars of moft enormous di-
menfions, which ftand upon the folid rock. Be-
fides thefe, there are two others, of fill fuperior
fize, which fupport the centre of the church, over
“which the tower is raifed. If the prodigious in-
cumbent weight and the nature of the fituation
is confidered, nothing lefs mafly could fuftain the
building. They feem indeed, as if they were de-
figned to defy the ravages of time and the coa-
vulfions of nature.

The treafury is crowded with innumerable
relics; among which fome few have a real and
intrinfic value. There is g fine head of Charles
VI. of France cut in cryftal, deferving attention,
They have got, Heaven knows by what means,
an arm of Edward the Confeflor ; and they thew-
ed me another, of St. Richard, king of Englgnd,
as they called him ; but who this faint and prince
was, 1 confefs, is beyond my comprehenfion,  As
to the monks, they know nothing about it ; but
they were pofitive he was a king of England,—
An enormous golden cockle-fhell, weighing many
pounds, given by Richard I1. duke of Normandy,
when he founded the abbey, is worth remarking.

I the middle of the choir hangs a fone, which
is 1aid to have fallen on the head of Lowis R\ =x

) - 3 t Aolng him Wne
the ﬁegg of Befangon, withow 5 ek

A
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fmalleft injury. This, he conceived, and with
reafon, muit have been owing to fome divine in-~
terpofition ; for the ftone weighs, I thould fup-
pole, at leaft ten pounds. Louis, though one of
the greateft mopfters that ever filled a throne,
was yet, at intervals, exceedingly pious: he ufed
to come often in pilgrimage to the Mont St. Mi-
chel ; and he ordered this ftone to be fufpended
by a chain in the choir, and left the income of
certain lands for the miaintenance of priefts, who
were to {ay maffes on account of his prefervation
from fo imminent a danger.

The refe@ory, the cloifters, the cells of the
menks, are all very maguificent and fpacious;
but a vaft fum of money is now wanted to put
the whole in repair, and réinftate what the lapfe
of ages has defaced and deformed. One of the
great towers is cracked and decayed ; and other
parts are verging to ruin. '

The late king, Louis XV, fequeftered the reve-
nues of the abbey, which are very ample. A pri-
or is fubftituted inftead of the abbot, and the
number of monks is reduced from thirty to four-
teen. It is at prefent confidered chiefly as a pri-
fon of ftate. The apartments are at this time oce
cupied by many illuftrioug prifoners, who have
been fent here by Lettres de Cachet, for crimes
of flate. They are detained in more firi& or
eafy confinement, according to the royal mandate,
There are at prefent eight in one range of rooms,
who eat at.the fame table together. They are
allowed each a pint of wine; but neither knives
nor forks are ever granted them, left they thould
commit fuicide, to efcape the horrots of woph-

fonment. No perfon is permitted to tater Vot
divifion of the abbey in which they Yave, ot <t
hold any converfation with them. ¥OS &
Vor. XVI, x

NS, |
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thefe were fent here fince the acceflion of his
prefent majefty. There are others who have the
liberty of going intg every part of the mount with- 'I
‘out reftraint; but to enjoy this permiffion, they .
muft be habited as priefts, and of confequence be
known to every one. To efcape, feems almoft
impoffible ; yet very lately a gentleman, whe
had been confined ten months, fucceeded in an
attempt to liberate Himfelf. I was fhewn the
place from whence he let himfelf down by a
Tope : it is near a hundred feet perpendicular.
He crofled the fands immediately, while the fea
was low ; and it was imagined he had embarked
either for Jerfey or for England, 4s no intelli-
gence had been received coneerning him. . .
" Some apartments are deftined to a_fpecies of
wretches yet more deplorable—I mean, to luna.
tics. There are feveral here who are of high
rank. In the cloifters of the abbey, a perfon ac-
cofted me in very polite terms. He appeared to
be above fifty years of age; his drefs was mean,
and at his button-hole hung a ctofs of the order
of St. Michael, fantaftically adorned with rib-
bons. His face, though brown and fickly, was
noble and engaging; his hair, of a deep black,
mized with grey, hung floating upon bhis fhoul-
ders; and over his whale perfon was an air of
dignity'in ruin. It was the Marquis de R——,
a nobleman of Bretagne, who has been fhut up
here tive-and-twenty years, He was infane, but
harmlefs, and obferved perfely all the forms of
politenefs and good breeding. .
Though the age of pilgrimages is nearly at an
end in all European nations, the number of wil-
.8&rims who come annually to pay theit vows \o

&t, Michae) at this mount, arsounis o wwﬁ
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eight and ten thoufand. They are moftly pea-
fants, and perfons in mean occupations; buteven
among the nobility there are not wanting thofe
who are induced to make this journey from prin-
ciples of piety. The little town at the foot of
the mount is fometimes fo crowded with them,
that not a bed is to be procured. I faw feveral of
thefe devotees, while I was there. They all wore
the emblems of St. Michael.

Near the foot of the mountain, clofe to the
waves of the [ea, is a very fine well of frefh wa-
ter ; but as this might be taken pofleffion of by
an enemy, they have contrived to form cifterns in
the {olid rock, proportionate to every other part
of the building, and capable of containing many
hundred tuns of water. - Indeed, to befiege the
mountain, would be an a& of madnefs ; as a hun-
dred men might defend it againft ten thoufand
aflailants, and any number of veflels; nor could
it, if taken, be of any.benefit to the captors.

The town itfelf is almoft as much an obje& of
curiofity as any other part of the mount. I did
not fee a houfe which feemed to have been built
fince the time of Louis XI. The whole number
of perfons refident in the abbey and in the town,
does not exceed a hundred and eighty, in time of
peace, A militia, compofed of the inhabitants,
mounts guard, to preveat any of the prifoners
from efcaping. In time of war there are five
hundred {foldiers commonly in garrifon; and
they affured me, that in different parts of the ab-
bey, thirteen thoufand troops might be difpofed
pf without any fort of inconvenience, or difficulty.

We give an anecdote relative to \mw Pweee,
which is as honourable tQ the ane patty, 28 W\

difgraceful to the other. <

T2
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In the year 1090, Robert, duke of Norm
and William Rufus, king of England, fo
‘William the Conqueror, befieged their yor
brother Henry a long time in the Mont St
chel. It muft be prefumed that they werem
of the foot of the rock ; for otherwife ity
be impra&icable to inveft it. The prince
never haye been reduced to furrender from {
but he was in want of water, and from th:
ceflity was on the point of yielding up th
trefs, when Robert, with the benevolence ar
nerofity which marked hischara&er, fent him
pipes of wine; and this fuccour enabled

. to hold out. Rufus reproached Robert fi
eondu@ : “ Shall we then,” faid he, « fuffi
brother to die of thirft ?"—And what retm
bé meet with from Henry? An imprifon
of twenty-eight years in a vaulted chamt
Cardiff Caftle, where he expired.

Having fatisfied my curiafity here, I ret:
to Granville. This town is fituated very
fantly on a neck of land firetching into th
It is not fmall; but the buildings are fcatt
mean, and irregular, extending near a
from one extremity to the other, part on the
above, and part in the vale below. It is o
the fea, and has no bay, though they have
ftruéted part of a pier to thelter and proted
fhipping. Some fmall tedoubts and batteries
likewife been eretted on the eminences rour
place, to defend it from invafion ; but the
of litle firength.

. Leaving Granville, I next reached Avran
and had I been a Roman Catholie, 1 fhowt
tainly have put both myfelf and my caww

der the prote@ion of the Virgin, or of o
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who is the tutelary patron of travellers, before I

adventured into fuch perilous roads, where I met
with many difficulties and fome difafters.

Avranches detained me a few hours. The ci«

ty is mean, but its fituation is very fine. The ca-.

thedral ftands on a hill, which terminates abrupt-
ly, the front of the church extending to the ex
treme verge of it, and overhanging the precipice.
It bears the marks of high antiquity, but the
towers are decayed in many places, though its
original conftruétion has been wonderfully ftrong.
‘While I ftood near it, one of the priefts very po-
litely accofted me, and offered, as I appeared to
be a firanger, to give me {ome information re-
fpecting it.

¢ The cathedral,” faid he, _ has been the
work of different ages; bhut the two weftern
towers are fuppofed to be as old as the eighth
century. One of the Englith kings, Henry II,
received abfolution here from the Papal Nuncio,
for the murder of St. Thomas-a-Becket, in 1172,

and the ftone, on which he kuelt during the per«

formance of that folemn ceremony, fill exifts.”
He carried me to look at it. Its length is about
thirty inches, and the breadth twelve. It flands
before the north portal, and on it is engraved a
chalice in commemoration of the event.

The ruins of the caftle of Avranches are very
extenfive ; and beneath lies a rich extent of
country, covésed with orchards, and abounding
in graip,

I refumed my journey on Sunday noon, Septem-
ber 2d, and quitting Normandy, reached the city
of Dol ip Bretagne the {arne evening, Ddwnk

-attra@ the notice of every perion whoTes vy
veugration for the remaips of anboNiy. WISFY
Ta

-
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the epifcapal palace, which is an elegant modern
buildiug, there is not a houfe within the walls,
which does not feem to have been built in ages
the moft harbarous and remote. The fortifica-
tions are in the fame ftyle, and appear to have
been anciently very formidable; and indeed hif- .
tory confirms this.

It was a beautiful autumnal evening, and I
walked near half a league from the town to view
a fingular obje@ of curiofity. In the middle of
a very large orchard ftands a figgle ftone, between
forty and fifty fect high: its circumference near the
bale equals its height. It is called The Stone
of the Field of Lamentation. There are no cer-
tain accounts when, or on what occafion, it was

- ere@ed ; but the traditions relative to it are
equally numerous and contradiétory. 1 had the
pleafure to fee and converfe with the gentleman
on whofe eftate it is fituated. He faid, the moft
approved opinion was, that Julius Cefar had
caufed it to be ere@ed as a trophy, to mark the
extent of his conquefts, after a bloody engage-
ment, which he gained over the inhabitants of
Armorica. - The peafants are fully perfuaded
‘that the devil fet.it up in one of his idle hours;
¢ but,” added he, “ I have myfelf caufed the
earth to be removed round its bafe to the diftance
of forty feet on every fide ; and I find that it joins
to a prodigious rock, from which it feems to have
fprung; fo that I am induced to think, notwith-
ftanding its name, that it may be a natural pro-
duéion.” It certainly deferves an accurate in-
veftigation.

Next day I got to St. Malo. The calle wan

built by the celebrated Anne of Brewagpe, w\\%

anncxed the duchy to the crowwn of Yrence v
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her marriage with Charles VIII. in 1489. - She
was alked by the engineer who conftrutted it,
what plan fhe would chufe as its model. ¢« My .
coach,” faid fhe; and fo it is in effe®. A large
fquare- area within, conftitutes the body; two
fmall towers in the fore-part anf{wer to the fore-
wheels of a carriage, as two others of a larger
fize do to the hinder ones; a proje&ion in front

. forms the pole, and an arched niche behind corre-
fponds to the place where the fervant was ufed
to ftand. Conicjpus that pofterity might accufe
her of caprice and ablurdity, the has obviated
their criticifms in a manner truly royal, by an
infcription engraved on the wall, and very, legi-
ble at this hour—

| 4 Qui que gronde, tel eft men plaifir !"

This muft be allowed to be the reafoning of a
fovereign, and ought to filence impertinence !

St. Malo is fituated in an ifland joined to the
continent by a caufeway. The ancient city and
bithopric were half a league diftant, upon the
main-land; but in the year 1172, the bifhop,
John de la Grille, removed his refidence to the
little ifland of St. Aaron, and began the town
which now exifts. The houfes are all lofty and
elegant; but the ftreets, owing to the want of
ground and to the number of inhabitants, are
narrow, dirty, and ill paved.

September 6th, I left St. Malo, and lay at Hedé,

a little town fituated on the fummit of a moun-
tain, which commands a moft extenfive profpe&.

I got to the city of Rennes next morning.
Here I had flattered myfelf with the Pheriare ok
feeing the celebrated Monfieut de \a Q_.\\m\m\\l\\“.
who, after having fuffered, undex T B i
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the punithments which defpotifm could infli&,
was now returned to pafs the little remainder of
his days in his native province of Bretagne. }
had received very particular letters of introduc-
tion 10 him ; but he was gone to his feat at Ca-
radeuc, the preceding day. To the honour of
his prefent majefty and of the miniftry, they have
endeavoured to make him every poflible compen-
fation for the cruel indignities which he met
with under the late reign, by a liberal penfion,
and a title!

I ftaid near two days at Rennes. It is the ho-
morary capital of Bretagne, becaufe the ftates are
atfembled there; but like all cities deftitute of
commerce, is dull and poor. Several of the prin-
cipal fireets are, however, very handfome, a fire -
which happened in the year 1720, and which al-
moft reduced the whole place ta afhes, having
obliged the inhabitants to rebuild them with
great regularity. In one of the fquares, is a fine
bronze ftatue of Louis XV. erefted by the pro-
vince in 1744, foon after his recovery from a dana
gerous illnefs with which he was attacked in
Flanders, and which ebtained him the title of
Bien aimé.  Under the figure of the prince, ap-
pears on one fide Hygeia, the goddefs of health,
with her ferpent and patera; and on the other,
is the genius of Bretagne, kneeling on one knee,
with looks expreflive of exultation and reverence,
At the foot of the pedeftal is an infcription in La-
tin. I blufhed as I read it, for the monareh to
whom it was offered.

Rennes is fituate on the little river Vilaine,
and was anciently very firong)y fortihied ; ouk the

walls are now in ruins, and the dtch nearly Wed

np.. The fiege of the city by TAdwasd W Wane
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of Ingland, is very celebrated in hiftory. The
Englith and Breton army confifted of forty thou-
faid men ; and neverthelefs, after having re-
mained before it fix months, were obliged to re-
tire without fuccefs. )

I arrived at Nantes on the 11th. This is a no-
ble city, and its fituation is equally advantageous
“and agreeable, being built on. the eafy declivity
of a hill, floping on every fide to the river Loire.
Exatly oppofite to the fpot on which ftands the
town, it is divided into feveral channels, by a
number of fmall iflands, moft of which are co-
vered with elegant houfes. The great quay is
more than a mile in length; the buildings very
fuperb, and chiefly ereted fince the peace of 1763.
As its commerce is annually increafing, the city
is confequently in a ftate of continual improve-
ment, and advance in beauty. The Loireis not-
withflanding very fhallow ; and all goods are
brought up in large boats from Painbeuf, which
is nine leagues diftant. At the eaftern extremi-
ty of the town ftands the caftle, in which the an-
cient dukes of Bretagne held their refidence. It
was built about the year 1000; but the duke of
Merceeur, who, during the long wars of the
League, in the fixteenth century, rendered him-
felf in fome degree {overeign of this province,
made feveral confiderable additions to it. In the
chapel, Anne, duchefs of Bretagne, and widow
of Charles VIII. married Louis XII. in 1499;
and by this fecond union, confirmed the duchy to
the crown of France. I was thewn the chamber
in which the celebrated Cardinal de Retz was
confined by prder of Anue of Anfivie, 20 trom
which he made his efcape, by \exiog \'\\“;:}:;

’
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the Caftle de 1a Verriere; and at the difiance of
amile trom the houfe, where I pafied the day, is
an ancient manfion furrounded with thick woods,
which belong to Peter Landais, the infamous and.
unworthy favourite of Francis II.

Bretagne is by no means fo fertile or fo culti~
vated a province as Normandy. The interior part
is chiefly open and healthy, but the fea-coafts are
more populous, and the foil is richer. Round this
city, and to the fouthward, in the Pays de Retz,
vines are very plentiful, and they make a thin
four wine, known by the name of Vin Nantois.

The origin of, Nantes is very uncertain, and is
loft in remote antiquity. The Romans doubtlefs
had a ftation here. - In the year 1580, among the
ruins of a tower demolithed at that time, was .
found a ftone, which, by order of the magiftrates,
was transferred in 1600 to the Hotel dé Ville.
The infcription on it, as follows, has greatly ex-
ercifed the attention of antiquaries. It is'very
legible, and in Roman chara&ers. .

NUMINIB: AUGUSTOR §
DEO: VOL: JANO.
M: GEMEL: SECUNDUS. ET C. SEDAT: FLORUS.
ACTOR: VICANOR. PORTENT. TRIBUNAL. C. M.
LOCIS EX STIPE CONLATA POSUERUNT.

I cannot forbear mentioning one other monu-
ment, equally fingular. Nea® a bridge which
croffes the Loire, called Le Pont de la belle Croix, -
is a ftoune fixed in the wall, with the remains of a
defaced infcription on it. It was placed there to
mark the fpet where Gilles, Marefchal de Retz
was burnt, under the reign of Charles W1, Thw

nobleman was accufed of, and condemued. o §~\§
for, crimes, which were {3d to be W \mm\‘o‘.
- 2

\
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and flagitious even to be named. They werene-
ver divalged, but covered up in darknefs and
myftery. I was aflured, that the Marefchal de
Retz's trial is yet preferved among the archives of
thecity; but that it had never been opened, from
the fame motives of herror and caution, which
originally actuated his judges. I muft confefs, that
this whole ftory appears to me very extraordinary.
On Saturday might, the 16th of September, I
flept at Aigrefeille, and breakfafted next morning
at Montague, the firft town in Poitou. I conti-
nued my journey the whole day through that
province, and arrived, as the fun went down, at
Moreille. The evening was uncommonly beau-
tiful, and I fhould have proceeded fome miles
farther, if a very large convent, which ftood oppo-
fite the poft-houfe, in one of the fineft fituations
to be conceived, had not revitted my attention,
The great gates were open, and admitted me intoa
fpacious court, or lawn, jn front of the building.
Here I met the prior, a thin, {pare figure, in ap-
pearance paft his fiftieth year; if his drefs did not
tend to deceive my judgment. He accofted me
with extreme politenefs; and onmy informing him
that I was a traveller, induced by curiofity to vifit
his convent, he conduéted me into the church,
and through the apartments. ¢« We are,” faid
he, ¢ of the Ciftercian order, and owe our foun-
dation to Eleanor, queen of England, and wife to
Heanry II. but during the unhappy wars of the
League, the chief fceue of which lay in this part
of the kingdom, our archives were ali carried
away, and the building itfelf defaced, by the fol-
diers of Coligni.” :
He afterwards invited me to {upper. Out tes
‘paﬂ was ferved up with great elegance, and tak

\owe
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lowed by a deflert from the gardens of the priory,
which are very extenfive. I ftaid till near mid-
night, and left my generous hoft with the utmoft
regret. )

I got to Marans on the 18th. It is a miferable
town, fituated on the river Sevre, which divides
Poitou from the Pays d’Aunis, At a fmall dif-
tance from the place, on the bank of the river,
towards its efflux, tradition yet points out the

- fpot rendered celebrated by the interview of
Louis XI. of France, and his brother Charles,
duke of Guyenne. The artful monarch exhauft-
ed, in vain, all his treacherous policy to gain his
brother; and their interview, like moft others
between princes, was unaccompanied with any
lafting or beneficial effe.

It is only twenty miles from Marans to Ro-
chelle, through a rich country, covered with
vines. This city, fo famous in the fixteenth and
feventeenth centuries, the refuge, at that time,
of the Hugonots, and their grand barrier againft
the royal power, is ftill a commercial and popu-
lous place, though much declined from its an-
cient luftre. The port, though it is incapable of
admitting veflels of any confiderable burthen, is
yet well calculated for trade.. At the entrance
are two very noble Gothic towers, called the Tour
de St. Nicolas, and the Tour de la Chaine. They
are now in a ftate of decay, but were anciently
defigned to proteé the town and harbour. With-
out thefe towers is an outer port, and beyond all
lies the road, well fheltered by the iflands of Ré,
Oleron, and Aix.

This place has no claim to any Temote 2aXEh
ty. It was only a little colle@ion of-houles o

the thore, inhahited by filhermen, WheD
Vor, XVI, A S)

A YR\
ANK)
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liam IX. Jaft Count of Poitou, rendered himfelf
matter of it in 1139. From that prince it defcend-
ed”to his only daughter Eleanor, who, after her
divorce from Louis VII. of France, brought all
her ample dowery in marriage to Henry IIL. of
England.
he reformed religion, which was firft intro-
duced into the kingdom about 1540, met with
a moft favourable reception here; and under
Charles IX. this place became the grand afylom
of the Proteftants. The maflacre of Paris was
followed foon after by the memorable fiege of
Rochelle, which beganin November 1572, and
was raifed in June 1573. Enthufiafm fupplied
the befieged with conftancy and courage, which
rendered them fuperior to the aflailants ; and the
Duke of Anjou, afterwards Henry 1II. who com-
manded the royal army, was happy to find a pre-
text in his ele@ion to the crown of Poland, for
withdrawing his thattered troops; after having
loft twenty-two thoufand men before the place.
This fuccefs conduced towards infpiring them
with refolution to withftand Louis XIIL in 1627;
but Richlieu’s daring genius was not to be van-
quithed. After having precluded every fource of
afliftance by fea and lind, and having invefted
the place for thirteen months, it furrendered to
the mercy of the king. The calamities which
the garrifon endured, from famine, are only to be
compared with thofe of Jerufalem under Titus.
This was the laft effort of religious oppofition,
and the era which eftablithed an unlimited royal
power throughout the kingdom of France.
I carefully infpefted the celeorated wonnd
ere@ed by Richlien. When the {ea retites,\Ww

£ill vifible;,and 1 walked out vponit "\‘°°‘§-\::;:
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hundred feet. It extends from fide to fide, acrofs
the whole harbour, nearly an Englith mile in
length. Its breadth is more than one hundred
andg fifty feet, and it widens continually towards
the bafe., No effort of art or power can poflibly
imprefs the mind with fo vaft and fublime an
idea of the genius of Richlieu, as does this bul-
wark againft the fea: it almoft appears more
than the work of man. A fmall opening of
about two hundred feet, was left by Pompey
Targon, the archite® who conftruéted it, to ad-
mit veflels, and to fhut up by chains fixed acrofs
it. A tower was likewife ere@ed at each end,
no remains of which are now to be feen. Neither
the Duke of Buckingham nor the Earl of Lindfey,
who were fucceflively fent from England to the
aid of the befieged, by Charles I. dared to attack
this formidable barrier; they were obliged to re-
tire, and to leave Rochelle to its fate. In all

- probability, a thoufand years, aided by ftorms,
and all the fury of the fea, will make little or no
impreffion on this mound, which is defigned to
endure as long as the fame of the cardimal, its
author.

From the northern point of the harbout, is a
fine view of the three iflands, Ré, Oleron, and
Aix. It was on the former of thefe, that the
Duke of Buckingham landed, and, after his fruit-
lefs attempt on the citadel of St. Martin, was re-
pulfed with the lofs of eight thoufand men. This
little ifland, which is only fix leagues in length,
is feparated from the main land by a channel of
three miles broad. It contains about twenty
thonfand inhabitants, and is bewer codWawwaxed
than the fineft province of France ; wiie Oleron,

which is more than double it fize, Wes ““‘“3

U2
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that number of people, and is neither in the fams
ftate of cultivation nor improvement. This ton-
traft is the refult of their different political fitu-
ations, the ifland of Ré being free, and exempt
from all duties or taxation.

On the foathern fide of the port ftands a con«
vent of Minims, ere&ed by Louis XIII. after the
fiege in 1628, to pray for the fouls of thofe who
perithed before La Rochelle.  'When CharlesIX.
began to inveft it in 1572, there were at that time
feventy-two thoufand perfons in the city. In
the fecond fiege, they had diminifhed to twenty-
eight thoufand ; and, at prefent, the inhabitants
are only between feventeen and eighteen thou-
fand ; of which fcarce two thoufand are reputed
Hugonots. Religious zeal and animofity have
entirely fubfided ; and the citizens are efteemed
to be as well attached to the crown as any in
France,

The weather was now the moft ferene and de-
lightful that could be imagined. The vintage
was already begun round the city, and the pea-
fants were engaged in all that happy feftivity na«
tural to the feafon and the employment. No
fcene can be more delightful than happy labour«
ers, amidft abundant fertility.

On the 211t of September I left Rochelle. The
diftance from that town to Rochfort is feven
leagues, the firt four of which are exceedingly
pleafant, the road lying along the fea-fhore, and
in view of the iflands of Oleron and Aix. It is
now almoft a century fince Louis XIV. conftruét-
ed Rochfort, in the midft of marfhes, which were

exprefsly drained for that purpofe. Coloert wan
then the firft minifter, and, it is {aid,he vled o
~eall it La Ville dOr, from the prodigious tues

° *
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g'mafter-had expended there. Time has, hows
rer, evinded the utility of the proje&, and the
ort is become as necetfary and important to the
'own of France, as ¢ither Breft or Toulon. It
fituated on the river Charente, about five
sagues from its mouth. I paffed feveral hours
a the different magazines and dock-yards. Every
" hing appears to be under admirable regulation,
nd the feveral branches of naval equipment are
arried on with the utmoft vigour and difpatch.
The number of workmen commonly employed
it Rochfort, is about nine hundred, and to thefe
~4re added fix hundred galley flaves, who are oe-
cupied in the moft painful and laborious branches
of fervice. They are chained two and two, with
- heavy fetters, conftantly guarded, and confined
in a long building ere@ed for that purpofe in the
centre of the yard: Some of thefe wretches are
~ .thus detained for a term of years; others during
life. The precautions ufed to prevent their efcape
are excellent, and improved on continually by
_experience; yet, in fpite of every obflacle, they
" "are continually eluded. So ftrong is the love of
liberty in the heart of man, even when it has loft
every other valnable principle. ¢
‘T'he armory, the rope-walks, the ftore-houfes,
of every kind, areall in the beft order, and kept
with prodigious neatnefs. Louis XIV. fortified
the city at the time he confiru@ed it ; but its fi-
tuation, at fo confiderable a diftance from the
fea, renders it fufficiently fecure from any attack;
and they have, therefore, lately clofed up the
battlements, and negle@ed the fortifications. It
is laid out with great beauty and degance. The
fireets are all very broad and fraight, exiendves
through the whole place from $de \o W=y N
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the buildings do not correfpond with them i
e beauty, as they are moftly low and irregular.

: The province of Saintonge, of which this cit)
is the capital, begins at a fmall diftance fron
Rochfort. The antiquities, which Saintes ftil
contains, detained me there fome time. It was ¢
Roman colony, and thofe conquerors of the earth
who polithed the nations they {ubdued, have lef
behind them feveral traces of their magnificence
In a hollow vailey between two mountains, ane
almoft adjoining to ore of the fuburbs, are th
ruins of the amphitheatre. Though now in th
laft flage of decay, its appearance is auguft an
vencrable. In fome parts, fcarce any of the arche
are to be fcen ; but the eaft end is gill in a grea
degree of prefervation. A triumphal arch, o
which is ap infcription in Roman letters, merit:
likewife attention. It was erefted to Germani:
cus, on the news of his death, o univerfally la.
mented throughout the empire.

The Charente furrounds this city; and though
that river cannot compare with the Loire or the
Rhone, in fize and depth, yet the a&ions which
have been performed on its banks, in different
ages, will render it immortal in hiftory. At Tail-

i lecbourg, only fix miles from hence, and nearer tc
.t its mouth, was fought the battle between Henry

[©  IIL of England and S$t. Louis, where the latter
A was conqueror, and in which he gave proofs of
- almoft unexampled prowefs and intrepidity, by
0 defending, almoft alone, the pailage of a bridge
v againli the whole Englith army, during fome mi-
e nutes. Francis I. one of the moft amiable and
@y accomplithed princes who ever reignedin ¥rance

' was born in 1404, at Cognac, only feven \eagy

’i higher up on the Charente. Two \mg\\e&;
7

»,
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yond Cognac is the famous plain. of Jarnac,
where the Hugonots were beat in 1569, by the
Duke of Anjou, afterwards Heury I11. and where
the great Louis, firft Prince of Condé, was affaf-
finated by Montefquioun. . .

Except the remains of Roman grandeur yet vi-
fible at Saintes, the place contains very little to
detain or amufe a traveller. It is built with
great irregularity; the fireets are narrow and
winding, the houfes mean, and almoft all of them
very old. The cathedral has been repeatedly de-
faced and deftroyed by Normans and Hugonots,
who made war alike on the monuments of.art or
piety. One tower only efcaped their rage, which
s {aid to have been built as early as the year 800,
by Charlemagne. It is of an enormous mag-
aitude, both as to height and circumference.
Thefe circumftances have, probably, conduced
more to its prefervation during the fury of war,
than any veneration for the memory of its found-
«r, or for the fanétity of its inftitution.

. The reformed religion feems far on the decline
in this province, where anciently it had gained
fo many votaries. The reafon is evident ;—the
fervours of devotion, warm and animated in the
.beginning, are nourithed by perfecution, but un-
happily become languid and extiné in an age of
aore mild and tolerating principles. Intereft is
ever prefent, ever intimately felt by mankind.
The cflablithed religion holds out offices and ho-
nours ; Proteftantifin is barren: her rewards are
in another world; but they are worth all our-
temporal fufferings and all our folicitude.

1 continued my journey from Saimtes, 20d Ve
the firft night at Pons, a {mall town, ayeeduy

fitnated on a mountain. Nesr Uhe Somsests
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the centre of the place, is an ancient caftle be~
longing to the Prince de Marfan, which com-
mands an extenfive and luxuriant profpe& of the
vales of Saintonge and Angoumois, covered with
vines, and watered by two or three fine rivalets,
which lofe themfelves, after many windings, in
the Charente. I entered the province of Guy-
enne the next day, and arrived at Blaye, on the
northern bank of the Garonne, on Tuefday the
4th of O&ober. I put my carriage into a boat,
and came yp to Bourdeaux by water; a diftance
of about feven leagues. At-Blaye, the river is
above four miles in breadth, but it diminithes in-
fenfibly as it approaches Bourdeaux. Nearly half
way between the two places, is the mouth of the
river Dordogne, which, after running through
the Limofin and Perigord, empties itfelf into the .
Garonne. The profpe&, at the conflux of thefe
two fireams, is wonderfully pi@urefque. Few
{pots have more attra@ive charms.

Our paffage from Blaye was long, and the fun
was fetting as we turned round a point of land,
which opened to us the city of Bourdeaux at the
diftance of three miles. The effe& on the fpec-
tator is exceedingly firiking. It defcribes the fi-
gure of a crefcent more than a league in length,
the buildings of which, near the water fide, are
all modern, lofty, and very elegant. This view
is equal to any I have feen. . ’

The favourable impreffion which Bourdeaux
cannot fail to make on a firanger at his firtt arri-
val, is well confirmed by farther acquaintance
with it. Pleafure feems to have as wmany votaries

here as commerce ; loxury 2nd ndufey e
within the fame walls, and that in We el exe

1 1s evex eRewm
tenfive degree. ‘The air of covrs ¥ ~
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nzte, feducing, and voluptuous. Commercial ci-
ties arc ufually marked by oppofite manners, and
the love of gain, powerful in its influence over
* the human heart, generally obfcures and abforbs
the fofter paflions. Here, however, thefe rules
are by no means verified. Luxury and diffipation
- are more openly patronized, and have made a
more univerfal conqueft, than in half the capitals
of Europe. It is natural to feek for the reafon .
of this, 'We fhall find it chiefly in the genius of
the French nation, and in' the fpirit of the go-
vernment, which rather encourages than reprefles
luxury among all ranks of people. Superttition,
the only engine capable of oppofing the torrent,
has ceafed in France, where the Virgif is held in
as little eftimation as among us, Diveft mankind
of the influence which religion, intereft, and de-
corum have over them, what reftraint can be im-
pofed on the gratification of their paffions ?

The aneient city of Bourdeaux, though confi-
derable in point of fize, was, at the acceffion of
Louis XIV. ill built, badly paved, dangerous,
without police, or any of thofe municipal regula-
tions indifpenfibly requifite to render a city
fplendid or elegant. It has entirely changed its
appearance within thefe laft thirty years. The
public edifices are very noble, and all the fireets
newly built, are regular and handfome. The
quays, along the Garonne, are four miles in length,
and the river itfelf is confiderably broader than
the Thames at London bridge. On the oppofite
fide, a range of hills, covered with woods, vine-
yards, churches, and villas, extends beyond the _
view.

Almoft in the centre of the town = 2 \\t\'

equefirian flatue, in bronze, exeded \» W &
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king in 1743. ‘This infcription is fo pathetic, fo
fimple, and fo much addrefled to the heart, that
I bave retained it in my memory.

LUDOVICO QUINDECIMO,

S2ZPE VICTORI, SEMPER PACIFICATORI
SUOS OMNES, QUAM LATE REGNUM PATET
PATERNO PECTORE GERENTI ;
SUORUM IN ANIMIS PENITUS HABITANTI.

The beauty of the river Garonne, and the fer-
tility of the adjoining country, were probably the’
caufes which induced the Romans to lay the foun-
dations of this eity. The ruins of a very large am-
phitheatre yet remain, conftruted under the em-
peror Gallienus; it is of brick, as are moft of the
edifices of that period, when the empire was
verging to its fall, and the arts began rapidly to
decline.

During the irruptions of the barbarous nations,
and peculiarly in thofe which the Normans re-
peatedly made, Bourdeaux was ravaged, burnt,
and almoft entirely deftroyed. It only began to
recover again under Henry II. of England, who,
having united it to the crown by his marriage
with Eleanar of Aquitaine, rebuilt it; and made
it a principal ebject of his policy, to reftore the
city again to the luftre from which it had unde-
fervedly fallen.

The Black Prince received all Guyenne, Gaf~
cony, and many inferior provinces in full fove-
rcignty trom his father Edward III.; he brought
his royal captive, John king of France, to this
city, after the battle of Poitiers in 1356 ; and

HBeld his court and refidence here during Seven
years. His exalted chara®er, his umnterrapted

feries of goad fortune, his u&o“e.s,\\\s \x\uﬁu&\l
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his affability, and his munificence, drew firangers
to Bourdeaux from every part of Europe; but all
this fplendor foon difappeared. He lived to ex-
perience the ingratitude of thofe he had protect-
ed; and, in the meridian of life, became a prey
todifeafe, which brought him to an untimely end.

Bourdeaux prefents few remains of antiquity.
The cathedral appears to be very old, and has
fuffered confiderably from the etfe&s of time,
The unfortunate Duke of Guyenne, brother to
Louis XI. who was poifoned in 1473, lies buried
before the high altar. The' adjacent country,
more peculiarly the Pays de Medoc, which pro-
duces the fineft clarets, is exceedingly pleafant ;
and at this feafon, when the peafants were all
enfaged in the vintage, formed one of the moft
delicious landfcapes in the world. .

I left Bourdgaux on the 10th of O&ober, and
taking the road to Agen, along the fouthern
bank of the Garonne, I crofled that river at Lan-
gon, a little town pleafantly fituated on its banks;
and ftopped in the evening at La Reole. While
fupper was getting' ready, I took a walk to fee
the place. The fun had fet, but the fky wag
without a cloud, and the air perfe&ly ferene.
The caftle of La Reole overhangs the waters of
the Garonne, and is refleGted on its furface; time
has crumbled many of the battlements into ruin,
but enough yet remains to fhew its former fplen- -
dor. Catherine of Medicis refided in it fome
time, during one of the journeys which fhe made
into the fouthern provinces; and Henry IV. then
only king of Navarre, had here an interview
with her, at which he fell in love with the bean-
tiful Mademoifelle & Aylle, one of het wdds <&

bonour, B
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I dined the enfuing day at Aiguillon. On
the hill above the town, ftands the chateau of the
celebrated duke d’Aguillon, who has lived to ex-
perience the moft fevere reverfe of fortune; and
after having been the minifter and the favourite
of Louis XV. is now fentenced to pafs the re:
mainder of his days, an exile in his own houfe,
deprived of power, and unaccompanied even
with that compaffion which often attends illuftri-
ous perfons in difgrace.

I reached Agen in the afternoon. The coun-
try through which I paffed from Langon, where
I croffed the Garonne, to the gates of that city,
is fertile beyond any I have feen in Europe.
The hills are all covered with vineyards to the
fummit, and the valleys fcarce require the in-
duftry of the peafants to produce, in plenty,
whatever is neceflary for their fubfiftence. The
climate, at this {eafon, is delicious; and no marks
of winter appear in any of the produtions of na-
ture. Cherry-trees, figs, acacias, poplars, and
elms, are in full verdare; in many places, where
they border on the fide of the road, the vines
have run up, and mixed their clufters among the
boughs, in a truly beautiful and piGturefque fiyle.

In the mid@ of this charming country, in a
plain, clofe to the Garonue, ftands the city of
Agen. Behind it, to the north, rifes a very high
hill, called Le Rocher de la belle Vue. I went
up to the fummit, on which there is a convent.
The chapel, and fome of the adjoining cells are
hollowed out of the rock. It is faid that thefe
apartments are very ancient, and were made
many centuries ago by hermits, who vextred -

ther from motives of devotion and aufteriy.

- > ) h ARN
? be profpe is heantiful, overlookny t\xt.& S
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domois, Agenois, and Armagnac; beneath, lies
the city of Agen, and through the meadows
which furround it, rolls the Garonne. One of
the monks fhewed me the apartments of the con-
vent ; and in the recefles of the rock he led me
to a {pring which is never dry, and which he af-
fured me had been opened by miracle, at the in-
terceflion of fome holy reclufe in ages paft.
Their little refeory was hung with portraits of
the fame monaftic heroes, among which was St.
‘William, Duke of Aquitaine; and at the upper
end, in golden letters, was written Silentium.

Agen is a very mean and difagreeable place ;
the houfes are ill built, the ftreets narrow, crook-
ed, and dirty. I faw only one: building, which
appeared to me deferving of notice. It is a cha-
pel belonging to a nunnery of Carmelites, The
walls are exquifitely painted in €hiaro Ofcuro,
and the deception of the roof, which is executed
in the {ame mauner, is admirable. The high altar
is magnificent, and adorned with a piece of paint-
ing, the fubje& of which is very interefting. It
is a nun, finking under the tranfports of holy
contemplation. Above, defcends a radiant fi-
gure, with looks of tendernefs and pleafure, fur-
rounded with the glories of the tkies, too firong
for mortal fight. If it had not been a religious
edifice, I thould .have fuppofed it to be the ftory
of Jupiter and Semelé, to which it bears the
moft apt refemblanee. Near the piece is this

infcription. '

QUID NON CONATUR AMOR'!
COELOS IN TERRIS ADUMBRARE
CARMEL] FILIZA TENTAWUNT,
ANNO SALUTIS

177% . . -
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We are ufed to apprehend the condition of
a young woman, who has taken the veil, to be
very miferable. In general it may be fo; but
there are fome, I doubt not, fupremely happy.
Enthufiafm has ample room to exert her powers,
amid the gloom of the convent, and to raife het
votary above the poor gratifications of earth.

¢¢ To founds of heavenly harps fhe dies away,
¢¢ And melts in vifions of eternal day.”

Agen has anciently been fertified, and the Go-
thic battlements and turrets yet remain almoft
entire round the whole place. Margaret of Va-
lois, daughter of Henry II. of France, and wife
to Henry IV, fo renowned for her genius, her
adventures, and her gallantries, kept her little
court fome time at this city, during the civil
wars whieh defolated France. The Agenois was
part of that fine domain, which, by the peace of
Bretigni, in 1300, was ceded to the crown of

"England, and conftituted part of the territories
governed by Edward, the Black Prince. It fol-
lowed the fate of Guyenne under Charles VII,
who reconquered it, and for ever re-annexed it to
the dominions of France.

I continued my journey from Agen on Thurf-
day evening the 8th, and at Layrac I once mere
croffed the Garonne. The paflage is difficult,
and fometimes dangerous, the river being very
rapid, and runuing between high banks. I
ftopped a few hours at the city of Leytoure. As
it is fituated on a mountain, the fides of which
are very fteep, I left my carriage below, and
walked up alone. Here, from the oy, Thad

the firft view of the Pyrenees, at the &dance ok

ninety miles ; theit heads loXin Souds, m\&\. :.:
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vered with eternal fnow. While I ftood gazing
on thefe ftupendous diftant mountains, a gen-
tleman very politely accofted me, and obferving
that I ‘was a firanger, entered into converfation
with me, and oftered his fervices to point out
any thing worthy of obfervation in the place.

« This town,” faid he, ** was a Roman colo-
ny, and called by them Le&oura. Many anti-
quities have been difcovered here; and a beau-
tiful fountain, which fprings from the fide of the
hill, near the epifcopal palace, is declared, by im-
memorial tradition, to have been confecrated ta
Diana, who had a temple near the fpet. In fuc-
ceeding ages, Leytoure belonged to the counts of
Armagnac, who were great vaffals of the crown
of France, and fovereignsin their own territories,
The laft of thefe princes, John V. was put to,
death in this city. His hiftory was very fingu-
lJar. He began his reign in 1450. The youngeft
of his fifters, Ifabella, was a princefs of uncoms-
mon beauty and accomplifhments; the count
eonceived an unhappy paffion for her, and, un--
able to reprefs or.extinguith it, he determined,
in defiance of every obftacle, to make her his
wife. He married her publicly, but the reigning
pope, offended at fo inceftuous an union, de-
nounced againft him a fentence of excommuni-
cation ; and Charles VII. king of France, pre-
pared to enforce it by the. inflant feizure of hig
dominions. The count, abandoned by his fub-
jeéts, and incapable of rcfiftance, fled to Fontara-
bia, carrying with bim his beloved fifter. Hav-
ing, however, at the interceffion of the Count de
Foix, obtained his pardon, and the rekoraton ot

his poffeffions, He returned to Leytoure, \eaiwg,
the beautiful and unhappy 1fabelin %’Qa\“\;‘l‘\‘;‘

. X2
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fhe died in the utmoft obicurity. Louis XI,
from the defire of uniting fo ample a fief to the
crown of France, declared war againft John,
and in 1473, an army under the command of
Peter de Beaujeu his fon-in-law, was fent into
Armagnac.  John retired to Leytoure, in which
place he was invefted. He capitulated on very
lionourable terms, and on the moft folemn affur-
ances of being continued in the poffeffion of his
dominions. But while the treaty was on the
point of being figned, and the count, confiding
ing in the honour of the king, remitted his ufu-
al vigilance, the foldiers broke into the town, and
he was himfelr murdered in his own palace.
J.ouis immediately feized on his pofleflions, as
efcheated to the crown.”

When the gentleman had concluded this af-
fe@ing flory, he condu&ed me to the brow of
the mountain, where are flill the remains of a
caftle. < In this fortrefs,” faid he, * the noble
and unfortunate Marefchal de Montmorenci,
(grandfon to the famous conftable of France of the
fame name,) was confined, after the battle of Caf-
telnandari, in 1632,  So amiable was his charace
ter, 10 general was the attachment borne to him,
and fo detcfied was the cardinal de Richlieu, his
snemy, that the ladies of the place attempted, by
a tliatazem, to procure him his liberty.  They
wnt hiny, as a prefent, a large pye, in which was
coneealid a filken ladder of ropes. T{e loft no
time in endeavouring to avail himielf of this in-
firement for his efcape, and having fixed it, the
fame evening, to the window of his apartment,

he ordered his valet to defeend fir®, with inent
to follow him ; but the fervant, having, wnlovve-

sately mifled bis hold, £, and brdke Wa Wee
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The fentinels, alarmed at his cries, ran to the
fpot, and intercepted the Marefchal, who was
foon after condu@ed to Touloufe, and put tq
death.” '

My polite condu@or quitted me, and I conti«
nued my walk alone. Leytoure oocupies a level
fpace of more than half a mile in.circumference,
on the fummit of a mountain. The fortifica-
tiens in many parts are yet entire; and the fitu-
ation admirably calculated for defence, was pro-
bably the motive which induced the Romans to
conftruét a city there

I left Leytoure at noon, and arrived the fol-
lowing night at Aufch, the diftance being only
five-and-twenty miles. This place is the capital
of Armagnac, and like Leytoure, it lies on the
fummit and declivity of a very fteep hill, which
is furrounded by other hills that rife at a {mall
diftance. Through the vale below runs a rivalet,
called the Gers. The inhabitants of Aufch are
about fix thoufand; the buildings are modern
and elegant; the ftreets, though in general nar-
row, yet are clean and well paved. In the centre
of the city ftands the cathedral, which is one of
the moft magnificent in France, both as to its
conftru@ion and the internal decorations. The
painted windows are only infertor to thofe of
Gouda in Hoélland. The chapels are of equal
beauty, and ornamented at a prodigious expence.

The income of the fee of Aufch, which is ar-
chiepifcopal, amounts annually to three hundred
‘thoufand livres. Thepalace eorrefpondswith thefe
-ample revenues, and is a very handfome building.
The apartments are furnifhed with 2 vologiooes

fplendor, rather becoming a tempotal twaw 2
Ipiritual prince ; and in the cham‘oenw\\‘“.g:‘,
- : X 3 RO
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archbithop himfclf fleeps, I could not help
ing at a number of holy relics, which he h:
poled round a bed, on which Heliogabalus |
have repofed. The library is very ample
adorned with fome portraits. Among.th
fine head of the Cardinal de Polignac, whi
archbithop of Aufch, drew my attention. '
is infinite genius marked in the countenan
pale face; the contour, oval; an aquiline
and an eye looking forward into futurity.
his fcarlet robe hangs the crofs of the
Ghoft, on his breaft.

The country through which 1 paffed |
fouth of the Garonne, is much more hilly,
ther mountainous, than that on the norther
of the river. It is not, however, lefs fert
agreeable. Though I am informed; that
article of life is more than doubled in |
within thefe laft ten years, yet this provin
1till accounted one of the cheapeft in the
dom. The common wine of Armagnac,
prefent only five farthings a bottle: hares,
tridges, and every kind of game, are four
vaft abundance, and proportionably moderat

Continuing my journey from Aufch, at R
teins, a little town, I entered the province ¢
gorre, and got the fame evening to Tarbes, v
is the capital. My intention was to have v
Barege, fo famous for its medicinal baths ;
its fituation, in the midft of the Pyrenees, w
the winter was already begun, and which
covered at this time with fnow, induced ¢
relinquith my defign. 1 fayed a day at Bag
de Bigorre, a place hardly lefs cedorated

Barege. It is only abouat welve mnes

from Tarbes, and the 1ead Yes Wrovy)
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wale, at the end of which, immediately under the
Pyrenean mountains, {tands the town. It is ge-
nerally crowded with company during the fum-
mer. Nothitg can exceed the environs of Bag-
neres in beauty. Even at this advanced feafon,
when nature is on her decline, and the leaves be-
gin to aflume the hue of autumn, the country
yet retains a thoufand charms. The Pyrenees,
which rife above the town, and whofe craggy
fummits are loft in clouds, form an objeét the
moft magnificent that fancy can form; while on
the other fide appear fertile valleys, covered with
vines and inter[perfed with hamlets. There are
many {prings near Bagneres, both warm and cold,
which iffue out of the mountains, and are of dif-
ferent virtues. Thofe called Les Bains de Salut,
are the principal; they are about half a mile
from the town; and the walk to them, between
the hills, is equally agreeable and romautic.

I could not help regretting that the year was
too far advanced to permit me to pafs fome weeks
among the Pyrenees. An admirer of nature
muft find ample fubje& for refle&ion, and the
greatelt fources of entertainment amidft the ex-
traordinary fcenes which prefent themfelves in
this chain of rocks, ftretching from the Atlantic
to the Mediterranean.

I left Tarbes on Wedne(day the 18th, and got
to Pau in fix hours, the diftance about thirty
miles. The province of Bearn begins about a
league from Tarbes, at the afcent of a very fieep
and lofty mountain, which divides it from Bi-
gorre. . The city of Pau will be for ever memo-
‘rable in hiftory, fince it was the birtn-Pweee K
Henry IV. That immortal prinee was DWD

the cafile, then the ufual Tefidence of Yoo WF
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of Navarre. "It ftandson one of the moft yo
tic and fingular fpots that can be imagine
the weft end of the town, upon the brow
rock, which terminates perpendicularly. E
runs the Gave, a river, or rather a torrent, w
rifes in the Pyrenees, and empties itfelf int
Adour. On the other fide, is a ridge of hill
vered with vineyards, which produce the fai
Vin de Jorengon, fo much admired ; and be,
all, at the diftance of nine leagues, appear
Pyrenees themfelves, covering the horizon |
eaft to weft, and bounding the profpect.
caftle, though now in a ftate of decay, is @ill
bitable; and the apartments are hung witl
peftry, faid to be the work of Jane, queen of
varre, and mother of Henry IV.

In a chamkter, which, by its fize, was form
a room of flate, is a fine whole length portrai
that queen. Her drefs is very fplendid, and
{embles thofe in which our Elizabeth is ufu
painted. Her head-drefs is adorned with pea
round her neck the wears a ruff; and her a
which are likewife covered with pearls, are «
cealed by her habit, quite down to the w
The fingers of her right hand play on the ftri
of a guitar; and in her left the holds an emb
dered handkerchief. 'The painter has drawn
as young; yet not in the firft bloom of yo
Her features are regular, her countenance t.
but rather inclining to long ; the eyes hazel,
the eye-brows finely arched. Her nofe is v
formed, though large, and her mouth pre
She was a great princefs, of high fpirit, and
daunted magnanimity ; but fie has met Wi

encmies and revilers.
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In one of the adjoining chambers, is another
portrait of Henry 1V, himfelf, when a boy; and
on the fecond floor is the apartment in which he
was born. The particulars of his birth are, in
themfelves, fo curious, and as relating to fo great
and good a_prince, that an enumeration of them
cannot fail to be interefting. His mother, Jane,
had already loft two fons, the duke de Beaumont,
and the count de Marle. Henry d’Albret, her
father, anxious to fee an heir to his dominions,
enjoined her, (when fhe accompanied her huf-
band, Anthony of Bourbon, to the wars of Picar-
dy, againft the Spaniards) if the proved with
child, toreturn to Pan, and to lie in there, as he
would himfelf fuperintend the education of the
infant, from the moment of its birth. He even
thréatened to difinherit her, if the failed to com-
ply with this injun&ion. The princefs, in obe-
dience to the king’s command, being in the ninth
month of her pregnancy, quitted Compiegne in
the end of November, traverfed all France in
fifteen days, and arrived at Pau, where the was
delivered of a fon on the 13th of December, 1553,
She had always been defirous to fee her tather’s
will, which he kept in a golden box; and he
promifed to thew it to her, provided the admit-
ted of his being prefent at her delivery, and
would, during the pains of labour, fing a fong in -
the Bearnois language. Jane had courage enough
to comply with this fingular requett; and the
king being called on the firft news of her illnefs,
the immediately fung a Bearnois fong, beginning,
¢« Notre. Dame dy bout du pont, aidez moi en
cette heure.”—As fhe finihed W Wenry wes
born. The king inftanfly perfotraed W= .Vs:'

mife, by giving her the ‘0:’&, \Q%Q'\‘f“ m:@\s
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golden chain, which be tied about her neck; 1
taking the infant into his own apartment, beg
by making him fwallow fome drops of wine, a
rubbing his lips with a root of garlic. T
maanner of his being brought up was fimilar, a
for a prince, almoft unexampled. He was fe
to the caftle of Coarace in Bearn, where, wil
out any regard to his quality, he ufed to r
about with the children of the neighbouring pe
fants, barefooted and bareheaded, even in the:
gours of winter. This fevere education inur
him to fatigue and hardthip, for the exercife
which he had no little occafion during his {
ture life, in the long wars with Henry III. a
the duke of Mayenne. They ftill fhew a tortoif
thell, which ferved him for a cradle, and is pr
ferved on that account.

Several of the ancient fovereigns of Navan
refided and died in the caflie of Pau. Francc
Pheebus, who afcended the throne in 1479, di
here in 1483. He wasonly fixteen years of ag,
his mother being regent. The young king, wi
was very fond of mufic, having taken up a flut
had no fooner applied it to his mouth, than }
felt himfelf affeed with poifon, and that in.
violent a manner, that he expired in two hour
Catherine de Foix fucceeded her brother Frai
cois Pheebus. She married John d’Albret, an
was the laft real queen of Navarre, little mor
than an erapty title having remained to her fuac
ceffors. She died of grief for the lofs of her dc
minions, which was chiefly caufed by the inc:
pacity and cowardice of her huthand.

Pau is a handfome city, Well buily, 2 oo

tains near fix thoufand inhabitanta, Wiswa v
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dern place, having originated entirely from the
cafile, the refidence of the kings of Navarre.
. I purfued my journey to Orthez. The coun-
try from Pau to this city is moftly level, finely
cultivated, and covered with vines. The pea-
fants {peak a jargon unintelligible even to the
French,, Their drefs, too, differs very much from
that worn in Guyenne, and in every refpe& they
bear a refemblance to the Spaniards. This place
is a city and bifhopric, but the megneft, I believe,
in France. The cathedral is a wretched edifice,
very ancient, builtin a barbarous fiyle, and al-
mott in ruins. I expefted to have found in i¢
fome monuments of the kings of Navarre, but
was difappointed. The remains of the caftle of
Orthez are very noble; and its fituation is fine,
on a hill which commands the town, and a great
extent of country. The people call it Le Cha-
teau de la Reine Jeanne, becaufe that queen re-
fided in it during many years, in preference to
the cattle of Pau. The princefs Blanche, daugh-
ter to John, king of Arragon and Navarre, was
fhut up, and died here, in 1464, After the death
of her brother, the became heirefs to the crown
of Navarre; but her father having delivered her
into the hands of her younger fifter Leonora,
counte(s of Foix, the confined the unhappy
Blanche in the caftle of Orthez, and after an im-
prifonment of two years, caufed her to be poi-
foned.

I continued my journey Sunday morning the
22d, and arrived at Bayonne in the afternoon.
Its fituation is one of the moft agreeable in
Rrance, at the conflux of two rivers, \neWwa
and the Adour. The latter is {carce \efs contdss~

able than the Thames at Lambetb, and acxsts?
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is a wooden bridge, which joins Bayonne to 2
fuburb called Le Fauxbourg du St. Efprit. The
Nive, which is {mall, and rifes in the Pyrences,
paffes through the centre of the city, and refem-
bles one of the canals in Holland.  Advantage-
ous as this fituation appears for commerce, yet the
trade of Bayonne is not only inconfiderable, bat
yearly diminithes. The entrance of the Adour is
rendered both difficult and hazardous, from the
1ands which have colle&ed, and which form a bar
acrofs its mouth. Befides this inconvenience, the
neighbourhood of Bourdeaux' draws to that city
mott of thofe articles of trade which were former-
ly exported from hence. Bayonne is, notwith-
ftanding its decline and depopulation, a very
agrecable place of refidence, and furnithes in pro-
fufion all the requifites for human life. Wild
fowl is in prodigious plenty, and the flavour ex-
ceedingly delicate.  The Bay of Bifcay, and the
river Adour fupply excellent fith. The wines,
which are made in the adjacent country, infinite-
ly exceed the miferable claret drank in this part
of the kingdom, and are fold at cight fous a bot-
tle. The town is furrounded with woods, which
render fuel one of the cheapett articles, and the
climate itfelf is delicious; though the vicinity of
the Pyrenean mountains gives an intenfity to the
cold in winter.

The buildings of the city are in general very
old. and fome of the ftreets have porticocs on ei-
ther fide; bat the Place de Grammont, on the
bank of the Adour, is adorned with very elegant
modern bouivs and public edifices.  On an emi-

nence in the midit of the lown kands the cadne-
dral. It is a vencrable pile, 2nd, 10 \ndge from

the flylc and ornaments of (he VoW pasis, ¢
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" muft bave been built as early as the year 1350. I
made feveral vifits to it, in hopes of difcovering
fone tombs aor monuments of antiquity : but
there is not any thing deferving atteation, ex-
cept the relics of St. Leo, who was put to death
here in 907, and whofe bomes are preferved in a
fplendid fhrine over the high altar.

Bayonne, though confidered as a frontier eity
of France, is very ill fortified, the ramparts and
foffes being equally negle@ed. On the north
fide of the Adour, Louis XIV. caufed a citadel to
be conftruéted by Vauban, on a hill which com-
mands the town, and which is always garrifoned
with about a thoufand foldiers. ’%‘iﬂ the year
1193, this place, and a confiderable territory
round it, was governed by its own vifcounts. The -
Englifh rendered themfelves mafters of it at that
time, in the reign of Richard I. and kept poffef-

“fion of it till 1451, when Charles VII's vi@orious
arms annexed it to the crown of France.

The common people are called Bafques, from
the name of the province in which Bayonne is
fituated. Their drefs is peculiar to themfelves,
The women comb up their hair on the crown of
their heads, and cover it with a fort of cap exa&-
1y refembling a little turbam which has no inele~
gant cffe@. The complexions of both fexes are
confiderably darker than in Guyenne; and they
fpeak a jargon, called the Bafque, which has
fcarce any affinity either with the French, Spa-
nifh, or even the @afcon dialeQ.

Here my journey towards the fouth ends; and
for the fake of the only poft road in this part of
France, I was obliged to retrace my, touie as Sax

as Aufch, in my way to Touloule.

) VN wery h 3 "
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The country from Bayonne to the paffage over
the river Adour, is heathy, woody, and barren;
neither well peopled nor cultivated, in compari-
fon with the greater part of the provinces of
Bearn and Bigorre. I got to Orthez in the even-
ing. The fun had fet, but after the fineft day
imaginable, I walked out, and having a cariofi-
ty to look once more at the ruins of the cafile, |
afcended the hill on which it ftands, and traverf-
ed its area. The gloom of night began already
to fhade the chambers, and fpread an awful me-
lancholy through the whole edifice. As I paffed
out of the great gateway into the road on my re-
turn to the inn, an old peafant met me, and !
with great fimplicity aflured me, that it was al- ;
ready paft the hour when the inhabitants ventur-
ed into the cafile, becaufe the apparition of a
princefs, who had been murdered in it, walked at
night; and that he himfelf, when young, had
feen and heard" things very unufual, and very
terrifying, in the great tower. This tradition of
a murdered princefs, is certainly that of the un-
fortunate Blanche of Navarre; and was one of
thofe cataftrophes which naturally gave birth,
among the credulous and fuperftitious multitude,
to talcs of fpeftres, and their train of horrors.

I dined at Pan, and pafltd fome time in the
Parc d'Henri quatre. This is a beautiful wood,
overhanging the Gave, and terminating at a
point, from whence is an cxtenfive and romantic
profpe&. As Henry, while he held his court in
Bearn, was particularly attached to the beauties
of this grove, it has retained his nawme.

I ftayed four days at "Tarbes on wy yelwsw.

The town fands in the midk of afinely c&\\“\é
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ed plain, but contains very few obje@s of enter-
tainment or inftru&ion.

I had occafion to crofs all Armagnac to Tou-
loufe, where I arrived on the 3d of November,
This city is very difagreeable and ill-built. Itis
a vatt labyrinth, compofed of ftreets.fo crooked,
narrow, and winding, that it almoft requires a
clue to conduét a ftranger through them. There
are no fquares, or publie places, adorned with
elegant buildings, as at Nantes or Bourdeaux,
though it equals this laft city in fize.

The cathedral is by no means a fplendid fpeci-
men of architefture. It was ereGted by Raymond
VI. about the year 1200. Languedoc was goe
verned during feveral centuries by its own counts.
Jane, the daughter and heirefs of Rayraopd VII.
was married to Alfonfo, brother of St.’ Louis;
and by the deaths of that prince and princefs
without iffue, who expired within a few days of
each other at Savona in Italy, the county of
Touloufe was united to the crown of France in
1271,

The tomb of Pibrac, whofe name is fo often
mentioned under the reign of Henry III. is in
the church of the grands Auguftins. This grave
magiftrate fell violently in love with the fecond
Margaret of Valois, queen of Navarre, and wife
of Henry TV, and facrificed, as hiftory declares,
at the treaty of Nerac, his public duties to his at-
tachment for that princefs. There are fome cu-
rious anecdotes of Margaret; but as they relate
principally to her intrigues, they are not worth
repeating.

Touloufe has fome inland commerce by e

of the famous canal cut to join the \wo Sex
which opens into the Garonnt Jult 200ue \n% §
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ty, and convevs all the articles of trade from
Cette to Bourdeaux, acrofs the provinces of Lan-
guedoc and Guyenne. This communication is,
however, of little advantage to the place, which
owes its chief gaiety to the parliament, and to
the provincial nobility, who make this their win-
ter refidence. :

I quitted Touloufe on Thurfday the gth of
November, and flept at Caftelnaudari, which is
near forty miles diftant; it is a tolerable town,
and fituated on the Royal Canal, made by Louis
X1V, tojoin the Mediterranean and Atlantic feas.
‘The Saracens, who conquered this part of France
during the decay of the Roman empirc, are faid to
have been its founders. In a valiey about halfa
mile from the place, is the fpot where the unfortu-
nate Duke of Montmorenci, covered with wounds,
and thrown from his horfe, was taken prifoner,
in 1632. I lamented as I ftood over it, the fate
of fo heroic and fo amisble a prince. He was
the Ruffel of France, who fell a facrifice to the
ftern and unrelenting policy of the Cardinal de
Richlieu.

It is about five-and-twenty miles from Caftel-
naudari to Carcaflone, where 1 ftaid the remain-
der of the enfuing day. Carcaflone confifts of
two diftin@ cities, feparated by the Jitile river
Aude. The mofl ancient of thefe, called La
Haute Ville, ftands on the fummit of a hill ; the
lower town, which is in the plain. is the largeft,
and both are furrounded with Gothic walls, bat-
tlements, and turrets, which are in the mo#t per-
fed prefervation. This place bore a coufidcrable

fhare in that difgracefal crafede whdenaeen

againft the Albigenfes in tne beginwing of v

X s one @t N
thirteenth century, and which fov <
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anoft aftonithing inftances of {uperfition and of
atrocious barbarity to be found in the annals of
the world *.

When the royal power was nearly annihilated,
during the reigns of the laft kings of the Carlo-
vingian race in France, motft of the cities of Lan-
guedoc ere&ed themfelves into little independent
ftates, governed by their own princes. Carcaf-
fonne was then under the dominion of vifcounts.
At the time when Pope Innocent III. patronifed
and commanded the profecution of hoftilities
againft the Albigenfes for the crime of herefy ;
Raymond, the reigning vilcount, was includ-
ed in that profcription. Simon de Montfort,
general of the army of the church, invefted
the city of Carcaffonne in 1209. The inhabit-
ants, terrified at the fate of feveral other places
where the moft dreadful maflacres had been com-
mitted, demanded leave to capitulate; but this
a&t of mercy was only extended to them under a
condition, equally cruel and unparalleled. The
people found in the place, were all obliged, with-
out diftin&ion of rank or fex, to evacuate it in a
ftate of nudity ; and Agnes, the vifcountefs, was
not ¢xempted, though young and beautiful, from, ,
this ignominious and thocking punithment.

I continued my journey on the 1ith to Nar-
bonne ; the country from Touloufe to the gates
of that city is far from being inviting ; itisa vaft
-plain, open, naked, and in many, parts barren,
where fcarce a tree is to be feen except olives;
and even thofe are neither large nor numerous.
On one hand appear the Pyrenees at a confider-
able diftance; and on the other, the chain K

# See Allix’s Churches of Ricdmook. «d
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rocks, called the Black Mountains, which divide
Languedoc from the province of Rouergue. The
population is very thin, and the appearance of
the country bleak and inhofpitable. I went
about a Jeague out of the road near Carcaffonne,
to a little town called Trebé, where the Royal
Canal paffes over the river Aude, and arrived at
Narbonne in the afternoon.

This city retains fcarcely any marks of its an-
cient grandeur. Narbonne, which pretends to
the moft remote antiquity under the Celtic kings,
in ages anterior even to the Roman conquefis;
which under thefe latter mafters, gave its name
to all the Gallia Narbonenfis, and was a colony of
the firft confideration, is now dwindled to a
wretched, folitary town, containing fcarcely !
eight thoufand inhzbitants, of whom three fourths
are priclts and women. Tle ftreets and buildings
are mean and ruinous; it has indeed, a commu-
nication with the Mediterranean, from which
Narbonne is only about three leagues diftant, by
means of a fmall river which interte€s the place;
but its commerce is very limited, and chiefly con-
fifts in grain. No vefliges of Roman magnifi-
cence remain, except fome infcriptions in differ-
ent parts of the city; and if the charches did not
keep employed fome hundred ecciefialtics, who
are occupied in chanting requiems and vefpers, it
would probably ceafe in a few years to have any
exiftence whatever.

The fee of Narbonre, which is archiepifcopal,
is faid to have been founded by Charlemagne,
but the prefent cathedral is far more modern,
though only the choir of it vemains, wWindn 'w

built in the fineft ftyle of the Gowmic edifices. \n
the centre of the church, before the Wigh shwas .+
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the tomb of Philip the Bold, king of France, fon
of St. Louis. It is compofed of white marble,
and the king is reprefented lying at full length.
His face is that of a man in the prime of life,.the
features regular and pleafing ; he has a beard on
the upper lip and chin, and his hair falls in great
quantity on his neck. In his right hand is the
Dalmatique, refembling a paftoral flaff; and in
the left he holds a fceptre. He has a crown on
his head, fupported by a cuthion, and his feet reft
on a lion. Behind, in the old black letter, is
-this infcription.

¢¢ Sepultura honz Memoriz

¢ Philippi,
¢¢ quondam Francorum Regis,
¢¢ Filii be 1 Ludavici,
¢¢ qui Peipignani calida Febre
¢¢ ab hac Luce migravit,
¢ 3 Non: Oobris,
¢¢ Anno Dci 1:285."

The diftance from Narbonne to Beziers is twen~
ty miles. The mountain of Malpas, which was
cut through, to admit the paflage of the Royal
Canal, lies only a mile out of the road. It was
impofiible to pafs {o extraordinary and celebrated
a work without vifiting it. The effe@ produced
by it on the fpe@ator is very ftriking and fublime.
I defcended by a large flight of fteps into the ex-
cavation, and walked through the mountain along
the fide of the canal. The length of it is exa&ly
two hundred and ten paces, or more than fix
hundred feet; and the perpendicular height, from
the water to the furface of the incumbent moun-
tain, is two hundred and two feet. A greax past
of the arch has been vaulted at a prodigovs N
peoce, from the dread of its falingin tros® ¥



cle to completing the jun&ion of the t:
and its exec:tion has immortalized the
Riquet, whom Lcuis XIV. employed in
terprife *.

Beziers is an opulent and confiderat
containing above twenty thoufand inhaz
and is fituated in a delicious country.,
pies all the fides of a very fleep and lofty
the higheft point of which is built the ca
At the bottom runs the river Orbe. The
is extenfive and beautiful, bounded to tk
by mountains, and terminated on the {
the Mediterranean. It is efteemed one
moft plentitul and eligible places of refic
the kingdom; all the neceflaries and ele
of life being procured here at the moft m
prices.

Beziers is faid to have been a Roman .
and was ufed by them as a place of arm:
fiege, which happened during the crufade
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;" _niard, who is better known in ecclefiaftical
\ “ory under the name of St. Dominic, exhorted
: troops to behave with courage in this pious
NJerprife, and promifed them remiflion from
| their paft offences. After a long and ob-
~, nate firuggle, Beziers was entered by the vic-
Y Nrious foldiery, whe maflacred, in cold blood,
=, Xty thoufand of the wretched inliabitants, thb-
Q St diftin@ion of fex, rank, or age, and af-
“srwards reduced the city to athes. I leave the
eader to make the natural refleQions on this
worrid cataftrophe. 1 do not permit myfelf to
omment on fuch an aflair, to which there are
vt too many fimilar in the hiflory of the Romifh
church. That religion has doubtlefs ever been
anfavourable and unpropitious to the happine(s
- of the human race, which nourithes in its eflence
the feeds of theological controverfy, and meta-
phyfical fubtilties ; difputes which, however
contemptible in themfelves, nece{"anly produce
that {pirit of intoleration and perfecution, which
uniform experience proves to be the certain con-
fequence in modern ages, of a difference in opi-
nion on facred fubje@s. Happy the Romans and
the Greeks, who eftablithed na crufades to con»
vert the provinces which they fubdued! who
maflacred no people for their adherence to the
fupu'ﬁmon of their anceftors, who knew no
points of fcholaftic or polemical ‘divinity ; but
who, with open arms, received the gods of the
conquered nations, and admitted Ifis and the
dog Anubis to a place in the temple of Jupiter
Capitolinus *!

AANNCY

* While we admire the liberal and e‘\\\ Jnkened phoses

PR £2. —n ealaniot ¢
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The cathedral of Beziers contains nothing res
markable, except the tomb of the Princefs
Blanche of France. Philip of Valois her father,
at the age of fifty-fix, fell in love with Blanche
d’Evreux, the moft beautiful princefs in Europe.
She was only fixteen ycars old; but this difpre-
portion in their ages did not prevent the nuptials.
The king enjoyed his bride a very fhort time;
and died the enfuing year, of the fame difeaf¢
which proved fatal to Louis XIIL. king of France,
and to Don John, fon to Ferdinand and Ifabel of
Spain. The queen was left pregnant, and brought
into the world fome months afterwards the Prio-
cefs Blanche, who, when fhe had attained her
twentieth year, was betrothed to the Count of
Barcelona, but died at-this city on her journey io-
to Catalonia.

Purfuing my route, I reached Montpelier, a
delightful place of refidence. 1 ftaid there four
days, and left it with exceffive regret. The town
itfelf is by no means beautiful, the fireets being
almoft all narrow, winding, and ill-planned ; but
Nature feems to have chofen the hill on which
it ftands, to enrich with her choiceft favours. The
afcent is caiv and gradual on every fide; and the
{fummit has been ornamented at a valt expence,

. in a manner where tafte and magnificence are
equally- blended.

The profpe& from this happy fpot I cannot de-
fcribe, though I ftudied it frequently with an en-
thufiafiic pleafure.  The vales of Languedoc, co-
vered with olives, or laid out in vineyards, are
fincly contratied with rude rocks to the north,

ing them fo far. Between tolerating 2 rhgon e Ao DR
IZ Vc{ and giving it the fanftion of skablidment, We BnKevenee,

ds extreme, <
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and melt away into the fea to the fouth. Though
winter had almoft firipped the trees of their ver-
dure, there is nothing melancholy or defert which
prefents itfelf to the eye. A fky ferene and un-
clouded, an invigorating fun, a keen and whole-
fome air fpread a gaiety over November itfelf,
which here is neither accompanied with fogs nor
rain. Montpelier has, notwithftanding, loft,
within thefe laft thirty years, that reputation for
falubrity which conduces more to the fupport of
a place, than any a&ual advantages it may pof-
fefs; and the number of firangers, who vifit it
from motives of health, diminifhes annually.
Some trade is ftill carried.on from thence by a
fmall river called the Les, which empties itfelf
into the fea at the diftance of a league; but the
Mediterranean has been retiring thefe three cen-
turies from the whole coaft of Languedoc and
Provence. Frejus, where the emperor Auguitus
laid up his gallies after the battle of A&ium, is
now become an inland city.

The country from Montpelier to Nifmes, is
like a garden, level, and every where cultivated,
The peafants were juft beginning to gather the
olives, which were very numerous; and the trees
are planted with the fame regularity as our or-
chards in England. I cannot but envy the inha-
bitants this genial climate and thefe fertile plains,
and am ready to accafe Nature of partiality in
the infinite difference which fhe has placed be-
tween the peafant of Languedoc and of Sweden,
In vain fhall I be told that the Amor Patriz, the
attachment we naturally bear to that country

. where we were born, renders them equalyy hay-
Py, and extinguifhes all other difindhoms. M
koow the force of this princivle s 1 fedl avd =
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tivate it with the greateft ardour, but it cannot
blind me to the infinite fuperiority with which
certain climates are endowed, above otbers.

I pafled three days at Nifmes in the furvey of
thofe magniticent and beautiful remains of Ro-
man greatnce(s which yet exift there. They have
been defcribed a thoufand times, and it is not my
intention to fatigue the reader with a repetition of
them. The amphitheatre, and the maifon quar-
rée, are known throughout every kingdom of
Europe. The firft of thefe imprefles the beholder
with the deepeft veneration; the latter excites the
moft elegant and refined delight. Indignation
againft the barbarians, who could violate and de-
face thefe glorious monuments of antiquity, will
mix with the fenfations of every fpetator. One
can fcarce believe that Charles Martel, from his
hatred to the Roman name, had the favage fury
to fill the corridores of the amphitheatre with
wood, to which he fet fire with an intent to ins |
jure; though it furpafled his malice to demolith
fo vaft an edifice. Yet, notwithftanding thefe at-
tempts of the barbarous nations, notwithftanding
the lapfe of {o many ages, and the effe@s of time,
its appearance at prefent is the moft auguft and
majeftic which can be prefented to the mind, or
to the fenies. The prodigious circumference of
the amphitheatre, the folidity and firength of its
confiru&ion, the awful majelty of fo vaft a pile,
half perfe&, half in ruin, imprefs one with a tu-
mult of fentiments which it is difficult to convey
by any defcription. The maifon quarrée, is in
the moft complete prefervation, and appears to me
to be the moft perfe® piece of architeBare W tke

world. The order is the Corintman, and 20N\ e
beauties of that elegant &3\ {eem O W e.x\'a.\\\;




WRARALL's ToUR. 253

ed in itsconfiru@ion. This fuperb templé is now
converted into a chapel dedicated to the Virgin,
ornamented with gilding, and other holy finery,
fuitable to fuch an alteration.

At a quarter of a mile from the city of Nifmes
is another temple, much decayed, which imme-
morial tradition has confecrated to Diana ; but
which, by antiquaries, is generally fuppofed to
have been facred to the Dii infernales, as it is
evident that no light was admitted into it. In-
the infide, are numbers of mutilited ftatues,
marbles, capitals, and infcriptions, which have
been found there from time to time. Clofe to it
rifes a very copious fountain, which may vie with
that of Vauclafe in beauty, though not in fame.
As the channel through which it flows had be-
come obftru@ed in a feries of ages by fand and
gravel, the inhabitants of Nifmes undertook
fome years ago to cleanfe and reftore its courfe.
In the progrefs of this work they difcovered a
number of Roman coins, rings, and other anti-
quities, feveral of which are equally rare, and
well preferved. On the fummit of the rock from
whence the fountain iflues, ftands a building,
inconteflibly Roman, and vulgarly called La Tour
magne. Its expofed fituation bas conduced to
hafien its decay s but at what time it was built,
or for what purpofes it ferved, are now totally
unknown.

Nifmes is an ill-built place, containing in it-
felf nothirg extraordinary or remarkable. Nu-
merous fables are related concerning its origin,
whbich is carried into times anterier by many cen-
taries to the Roman conquefts ; and it yrouaty

dbes not occupy at prefent the fourih part of o
ground on which it formerly fod. -
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Leaving Nifmes, I proceeded to Tarafcon. The
diftance is only twenty miles; but the wind
blew fuch a hurricane, as I fcarcely every remem-
ber. The paflage acrofs the Rhone at Tarafcon,
which divides Provence from Languedoc, is over
a bridge of boats ; and I own I pafled it with fome
apprehenfions, in fuch a ftate of the weather.

The view of the Rhone here is very pi@urefque.
On one fide in Languedoc, ftands Beaucaire, a
confiderable town, with a ruined caftle overhang-
ing a rock; on this fide is fituated Tarafcon,
with a correfpondent cafile, far more confider-
able, and wathed by the waves. The river here
is much broader than the Thames at London.

I {carcely ever remember, even in our north-
ern climate, a colder day than that on which I
continted my journey from’ Tarafcon to Mar«
feilles. Winter feemed to have taken poffeffion
of the face of nature, before its time. At St,
Remi, a little town only four leagues from Taraf-
con, I turned about a mile out of the road, to fee
the remains of the monuments ere@ed by the
Conful Marius, as trophies of his vi&ory ower
the Cimbri and Teutones. Though fo many
ages have elapfed fince their conftruion, they
yet forcibly recal the idea of Roman grandeur.

It was night when T arrived at Aix, where [
ftaid three days. Tuec city has that air of filence
and gloom fo commonly chara&eriftic of places
deftitute of commerce or induftry. The warm
fprings, from which it is now known and fre-
quented, induced Sextius Calvinus to found a
Roman colony there, to which he gave the name

of Aque Sextiz. g\ECY were ‘\“?Y?"-}&‘P\\\\e
with reafon, to poffefs particalar vivtues 1 caler
of debility :’ anX {everal altars heve heen h\x&:
1

e
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facred t¢ Priapus, the.infcriptions on which indi-
cate their gratitude to that deity, for his fuppof-
ed fuccour and affiftance. I faw nothing in the
cathedral deferving attention, except the tomb of
Charles of Anjou, laft of the great Angevin line,
Kkings of Naples, and counts of Provence.

The diftance from Aix to Marfeilles is only
twenty miles. There is, notwithftanding, a con-~
fiderable difference in the climate of Marfeilles,
which is milder in winter, and cooler during the
heats of fummer, from its vicinity to the Medi-
terranean. Nature feems to have defigned this
place for commerce. The entrance of the har-
bour, which is extremely narrow and furrounded
by lofty mountains, prote&s and fhelters veflels,
during the moft violent florms. The port itfelf
forms a delightfal walk at this feafon of the year,
as it is open to the fouthern fun, and crowded
with vaft numbers of people ; not only of all the
European nations, but of Turks, Greeks, and na-
tives of the coaft of Barbary. The whole fcene
is one of the moft agreeable that can be imagin-

sed, if the chains of the galley flaves, heard among
the din of bufirefs, did not tinQure it with the
hateful idea of flavery, The galleys themfelves,
ufelels and negle@ed, rot peaceably in their re-
fpe&ive flations; having long ceafed to be of any
utility to the flate.

I was forcibly ftruck with the wide difference
between the genius of the Provencaux, and that
generally attributed to the French. The common
people here have a brutality and rudenefs of
manoers more charaQeriftic of a republican, than
of 2 monarchical and abfolute gonernrent. TS
Tanguage, fo famens in anciext tomhtc\-\““f‘"

rupt. Kalign, more inteWagitie \o a SAWY
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than to a Parifian. The women are lively, beau-
tiful, and conftitutionally di(pofed to gallantry.
A fire, an extreme vivacity unknown to the
northern nations of Europe, and which refults
from a pure air, a genial fun, and fkies for ever
blue, is ftrongly difcernible in their eyes, their
converfation, the peculiar dances and mufic of
:the couniry s in all which a warm and impaflion-
ed animation forms the predominant quality. I
am afraid to exprefs how many charms there ap-
pear to me in this gaiety of chara&er and difpo-
fition, left it thould be {uppofed I mean to con-
traft it with the formality of our own country,
where we feldom allow the heart to a&, uninflu-
enced by the judgment.

Marfeilles pretends to the moft remote antiqui-
ty ; a colony of Phocians, in ages unknown, hav-
ing given it birth. The old city is one of the moft
ill built of any in Europe, and infupportably fil-
thy., The modern Marfeilles has fprung up fince
the commencement of the eighteenth century,
and has all that regularity, elegance, and conve-
nience, which diftinguith the prefent times. &
am inclined to confider it as one of the moft eli-
gible places of winter refidence in the world;
and far fuperior, where health is not an obje& of
attention, to Nice or Montpelier. The furround-
ing country is rocky and barren; but covered for
feveral miles on all fides, with villas and fummer
houfes, the fruits of fuccefsful commerce.

Having relinquifhed the intention I once had
of vifiting Corfica and Sardinia, chiefly on ac-
count of the few obje@s of entertainment or in-

formation which thofe lands offex to We whod
I determined to remain in s charming, Y
till the enfuing fpring and to tewm \bxnw%
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the inland provinces of this kingdom, to England.
Accordingly I became in a mauner dometticated
here, during a period of ahout four mpnths.
At laft 1 quitted Marfeilles on the Gth of
April 1776, and arrived at Avignon the evening
of the enfuing day. It was impoflible (or me
not to dedicate fome time to the view of a city
fo renowned in paft ages, the feat of the fove-
yeign pontiffs during more than half a century,
the refidence of Petrarch, and the birth-place of
Laura.” I compared Avignon, as it now exifts,
~with the_pi&ture which Petrarch has drawn of it
in his writings, and attempted to afcertain the
fitnation of his miftrefs'’s abode, which is yet
pointed out by tradition in one of the fuburbs.

1 vifited the church of the Cordeliers, where reft
her remains. In a little dark chapel on the
yight hand, now difufed for religious ceremonies,
‘damp, cold, and tinwholefome, beneath the arch
‘which forms the entrance, and under a plain
fione, lies that Laura, who was once fo beauti-
“ful, and who is rendered immortal in her lover's
‘ftrains. Round the ftone are fome ancient Go-
thic charaQers covered with earth, and rendered
illegible by time. Francis 1. the moft accom-
plitied prince who ever reigned: in France, and
-who eminently poffefled the enthufiafm which
ufually diftinguifhes and charaterizes genius,
canfed the tomb of Laura to be opened in his
own prefence. A wifh to pervade the obfcurity
in which Petrarch has affeed to involve the
"name of his miftrefs, and the hiftory of his own
-unhappy paffion ; added to a defire of alcextain- {
ing by fome inconteftible prool Vhe baviA-Qess

'of Laura, were the motives which \\\&\mxxczzﬁi
A rarnit thin (ot wicdation of VO ¥
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the dead. Some fmall human bones, fuppofed
to be hers, and a leaden box which coniained
a fcroll of Italian verfes, obfcurely alluding to
Petrarch’s attachment to her, were all which re-
paid the monarch's curiofity. Laura, it is known,
died of the plague which defolated the greater ‘
part of Europe in 1347, and the following year,
and of which Boccace has drawn the moft ani- |
mated and dreadful pi&ure which can be held
up to human contemplation.

It feems impoffible to recognife the fituation
or the adjacent country of Avignon as they ap-
pear at prefent, under the melancholy colours with
which Petrarch has pourtrayed them. The fertile
plain of the Comtat Venaiflin in which the city
ftands, and the rich banks of the Rhone, are de-
fcribed by him as a frightful defert, through which
pours a river, fwept by continnal winds and tem-
pefts.  Ovid has given us the fame horrible idea
of the coaft of the Black Sea, a climate incon-
teftibly one of the fineft of the earth, and blefled
with an alnoft perpetual fpring. The gloomy
medium through which the two poets regarded
every obje&, explains this extraordinary defcrip-
tion. For me, who viewed it impartially, and
without prejudice, I confefs I was charmed with
the fituation. The profpe, from the fummit
of therock, in the centre of the city, is of uncom-
mon beauty.

The Rhone itfelf, is a noble obje&, rolling ra-
pidly through meadows covered with olive trees,
and divided into two confiderable channels oppo-
fite to Avignon. Acrofs it, extend the ruinous

and decaved arches of a \n'\dg:, \:i\\:\t‘ﬁ \N&&; Ae-
molithed in 1699, by one of \he wwundatoos,
common to the Sl){)lionﬁ. When satre s s N
2 :
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lefs than a quarter of a mile in length ; but being
fo narrow as not to permit two carriages to pafs, |
in any part, it had previoufly become almoft ufe-
lefs ; and motives of policy prevent the conftruc-
tion of a new bridge, while Avignon belongs ta
the papal fee.—On the farther fide of the Rhone,
in Languedcc, ftands Ville Neuve, a confidera-
ble town, with a magnificent mopaftery of Be-
nedi&tines, feated on a rock, correfpondent to
that on which is built the cathedral of Avignon.
The-high mountain of Ventoux, in the province
of Dauphiné, covered with fnow, and which Pe-
srarch has Hefcribed, appears to the north; and
the favage rocks of Vauclufe bound the view to
the eaftward, at the diftance of fifteen miles,
Beneath fpreads an extenfive cultivated vale, way
tered by feveral rivulets, which lofe themfelves
in'the Rhone.

The city of Avignon itfelf is in general ill
built, irregular, and devoid of beauty; but the
Gothic walls and ramparts with which it has
been furrounded by differeat pontiffs, are well
preferved, and are obje&s of high curiofity. Se-
veral popes and antipopes, who, during their
lives, thook the Romifh church with violence and -
mutual altercation, repofe quietly near each
other, in the various monafteries of the place;
and in that of the Cordeliers, almoft oppofite to
Laura’s, is the tomb of the brave Grillon, fo well
known for his invincible courage, as'well as for his
unthaken attachment to his fovereign, Henry 1V.

The fountain-of Vauclufe, immortalized by
Petrarch, and to which he fo often retired to in-
duolge his grief and hopelefs Yove, (s oy T
leagues diftant from Avignon. Weadows \\f;\\:

moft lively green fkirt its fides, ROV WWSI T
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abrupt and lofty rocks, that feem defigned to ft-
clude it from human view. The valley grado-
ally narrows toward the extremity, and winding
continually, defcribes the figure of a horfe-fhoe.
The view is at length terminated by an enormous
mafs of rock, forming a barrier acrofs it, ofa
prodigious height, and abfolutely perpendica-
lar. Through its vaft recefles run the freams
which fupply the fountain of Vauclufe; and at
its foot appears a bafon of water, feveral hundred
feet in circumference, firetched like an expanfe,
filent and tranquil. The fides are very fteep, and
it is faid that in the middle no bottom can be
.difcovered; though attempts have been often
made for that purpofe. Though the fountain is
clearer in itfelf than cryftal, yet the incumbent
rock cafts a continual fhade, approaching to
black, over its furface. The water efcaping
from this ftate of inaGion by a narrow paflage,
is immediately precipitated, in a cafcade, down
a rocky chanuel, where it foams over a number
of vaft, detached ftones, which intercept and im-
pede its progrefs. The rocks themfelves, which
furround and inveft this romantic fpot, are worn
by time and the inclemency of the weather, into
a thoufand extraordinary and fantaftic forms. On
one of the pointed extremities, and in a fitnation
which appears almoft inacceffible, are feen the
remains of an ancient cafile, proje&ting over the
water. The peafants call it Il caftello di Petrar-
ca, and add, with great fimplicity, that Laura
lived upon the oppofite fide of the river, under the
bed of which was a fubterrancan pafage, by
which the two lovers vifited each other. Wao-
thing is, however, more certain, than tnak Mnele

. noang W X%
are the ruins of the chatean LAonHRg, -
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Jords of Avignon ; and that the bithop of Cavail-
lon refided in it during the frequent vifits which
he ufed to make to Petrarch—The poet’s dwell-
ing was much lower down, and nearer to the
bank of the Sorgue, as evidently appears from
his minute defcription of it. No remains of it,
however, are now to be difcerned.

I feated myfelf on the edge of the bafon, to
confider the {cene, and the romantic affemblage
of obje@s, which prefented themfelves on every
fide. I looked with a mixed fenfation of plea-
fure and of pain, upon the valley and the foun-
tain which had been fo often witnefles to Pe-
.trarch’s complaints, and hopelefs paffion. 1 at-
tempted to difcern the cavern, which, during the
fummer, when the waters of Vauclufe are low,
opens into the recefles of the rock, and where he
ufed, alone, in the dead of night, to indulge his
defpair. While I was-loft in thefe refle@ions,
the day darkened, and a fudden ftorm of rain,
from which I was completely fheltered by thein-
cumbent mountain, iffuing from a colle®ion of
black clouds, fpread through the whole landfcape
a majeftic and awful fublimity.

Before 1 took my leave of this fequeftered fpot,
the peafant, who had attended me tg the foun-

. tain, condu&ed me toa houfe fituated in the val-
ley, where are flill preferved two portraits of the
Jovers who have rendered Vauclufe immortal.
My chief attention was direfted to that of Laura.

She appears to be in the earlieft bloom of youth,
fuch as fhe is defcribed by Petrarch, on that
morning when he firft beheld her. An air of
Playful gaiety feems diffufed ovex ‘et covshe-
_nance. Her eyes are large and of 2 &r&\“‘i\‘-
-ber nofé iuftlv pronortioned. and \DG SUDIENE,
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her face a perfe@ oval. Her hair, the colour of
which approaches to yellow, is confined by a fil-
let, br:ided and adorned with pearls; over het
neck is a thiu veil of gauze; her robe is of 2
pale red, and her arms are covered with a fort of
glove, which defcends half way down the hands,
In one of them fhe holds an amaranth, the em-
blem of immortality.—Petrarch is painted as in
middle life. of an engaging figure, and his brows
bound with laurel.

I returred to Avignon in the evéning, and
quitted it on the morning of the enfuing day.
At Orange, where | breakfatted, it was impoffi-
ble not to dedicate an hour to the remains of the
Roman theatre, and the triumphal arch of Mari-
us; edifices the moft auguft and magnificent,
though injured by the lapfe of near two thoufand
‘years. I continued my journey to Lyons, along
the eaflern bank of the Rhone. As I advanc-
ed north, the weather became more fharp and
piercing; while the bize blew with redoubled
keennets, and chilled the fpring which was
juft opening. 1 arrived at Lyons after three
days journey. My road from thence to Cler-
mont, Jay through the provincés of Beaujolois
and Forez, the firt of which, though hilly, is
finely cultivated. Between Lyons and Roanne I
paffed over the high mountain of Tarare. From
its furamit is a prodigious profpe, bounded to-
wards Savoy only by the Alps, which form a vaft
barrier, covered with eternal fnow. At Roanne
I entered the Forez, a fmall province, barren, un-
cultivated, and thinly inhabited. A chain of lof-
ty mountains extends quite 2{3‘0& A\EY \\\{:\‘g»

. ¢ o Neep acAwXey,
refts of pine and fir co;e; ;n(\w\\é?‘um‘s,w\i\-!
and afford refuge to WOV Gere. Seatee 2w
are there found in great pu™
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let is feen i feveral miles; and the filence, the
depopulation, and romantic folitudes, through
which I paffed, ftrongly reminded me of Sweden
or Finland.

In my way I halted at Thiers, a confiderable
town, fituated on the fleep fide of a mountain,
from whenceis beheld a moft delicious landfcape.
The country extends, for many leagues on ail
fides, in a cultivated plain, terminated by another
range of mountains; and Clermont itfelf is dif=
tin@ly feen at the diftance of five-and-twenty
miles. Thisrich tra& of the Auvergne, is deno-
minated La Limagne, and forms a bafon, com-
pletely furrounded by rocks and hills. The foil
is uncommonly fertile, and inferior to 16 part of
France. Several fine ftreams interfe@ it, and add
to the beauty of the landfcape. ‘

The fituation of Clermont is agreeable, on a
gentle eminence, the afcent to which is gradual
and eafy. The city itfelf feems to have been
built in an age the moft barbarous, the fireets be-
ing fo narrow and winding, that no carriage can
enter them,and the buildings are of correfpondent
antiquity ; but the fuburbs are charming, and the
houfes modern and elegant. T vifited the petri-
fying fpring, which Charles IX. of France is faid
to have furveyed with fo much pleafure and ad-
miration. It is only a quarter of a mile from
the town. In the courfe of ages, this fpring has
formed a ridge of ftone, or incruftation, not lefs
than fixteen feet in height, above a hundred feet
long, and in fome parts near ten in thicknefs,
As it impeded, and at length totally Qogeed the
current of a little rivulet, which nlexielaed

courfe, the inhabitants were CONTEA (o UK >
eofnma themerl fo L — Gemaen ha ool SRR
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into another channel, and has begu
new bridge acrofs the rivulet into wl
It was my intention to have penetr:
into this romantic province, but the
too early to permit me to afcend ahy
eft mountains of Auvergne. I fhoul¢
certainly have gone to Uffon, which
leagues diftant, if any confiderable ren
caftle had ftill exifted. A gentlema
fides at Iffoire, near the {pot, gave |
feription of it.
¢ The caftle of [Jflon, ftood upon |
of an almoft inacceflible rock, at ¢
which flowed a little river. Margare
queen of Henry IV. by a matterly p
drefs, cxpelled the Marquis de Canilla
cuftody fhe was confided, and rende
miftrefs of the place. Some ruins of
main in the laft ttage of decay, which
apprehend to have been formerly fac
gious purpofes, and which they denon
Chapelles de la Reine Marguerite.
that they were confiru&ed by that ¢
fhe had dedicated them to pleafure, n
tion, and gave rendezvous in thefe apa
the neighbouring nobility of Auverg:
1 left Clermont fooner than I hac
in compliance with an inyitation toc
to be refufed, to pafs fome time at a cl
longing to the Count de L——. The
tuated in an unfrequented part of Auy
wards the confincs of the Bourbounois,
ground, which commands an exchaatin
Through the plain below, fows e
mentioned in terms of fach Ywvely a

Madagme de Sevigné, and 22 W
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fays, might yet be difcovered fome of the fhep-
herds of poetry and romance. The count was
not at home, but I was received by bis lady, in
a manner the moft noble and polite. She did
me the honour to detain me five days, which I
paffed in a way neter to be erafed from my re-
membrance.

At Montpenfier, I ftopped to view the mount
where formerly flood the caftle, now totally de-
molifthed ; and which is rendered famous in hit-
tory by the death of Louis VIII. king of France,
and father of St. Louis. He died there in 1226,
on his return from the fiege of Avignon, and as
was commonly fuppofed, of poifon adminiftered
to him by the Count de Champagne.

I arrived the enfuing day at Moulins, which
ftands in a fine plain clofe to the river Allier;

.along the fides of which are planted walks of
elm, poplar and afpin. The city, though the ca-
ital of the province of Bourbonnois, is mean
and ill built. I viewed the church of the nun-
nery of the Vifitation, where I faw the the Mau-
foleum of Henry Duke of Montmorenci. It was
ereCted to his memory by the duchefs, his wife,
Marie Felice des Urfins. I looked at this fuperb
monument, with fenfations of the deepeft pity
for the unfortunate hero, to whom it was raifed.
The tomb itfelf is compofed of the moft beauti-
ful and coftly marbles. The duke appears in a
reclining attitude, his left arm fupported on his
helmet; and by him fits his widow, her eyes di-
rected to heaven, and her hands clafped, in an
attitude of forrow ftrongly marked.

It is a delightful ride from Moulins to Wexnexs,
through the provinces of Bourbonnohs and Wiver-
10is. In the centre of Nevers, on Ahe' fawmse

Vor. XVI. Aa
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of a hill, is built the palace of the ancient dukes.
It appears to have been conftru@ed in the fis- ,
teenth century, and, though beginning to exhi- -
bit marks of decay, is yet a2 model of beauty and |
delicacy in Gothic architeture. The apartments
are hung with tapefiry of two hundred years old,
which have an air of grotefque and rude magni-
ficence. In one of the chambers is a portrait of
Madame de Montefpan, who appears rifing from
a fuperb couch, the curtains of which are drawan
back, and fupported by cupids. Her attitude is
half voluptuous, half contemplative. She is
drefled in a negligent difhabilie, and her bair
floats down over her fhoulders and neck in wav-
ing ringlets. Her head refts on her left hand,
and one of her feet is concealed by her robe; the
other, which is naked to the mid-leg, and on
which the painter, with great tatte, has exhauft-
ed all his art, is placed on an embroidered
cuthion.
I paffed the river Loire at La Charité, where
1 eatered the province of Berri; the ditance
from thence to Bourges is about twelve leagues.
The country is much inferior, in beauty and cul-
tivation, to that between Moulins and Nevers.
The far greater part confifts in thick woods, or
barren heaths, deftitute of inhabitants. Bourges
is fituated in the midft of an open and level plain.
The city is of very confiderable magnitude, and
of great antiquity, a claim, the validity of which,
moft of the buildings evince, by the barbarifm
of their confiru&ion. I fcarcely faw a houfe
which does not appear ‘o Wave &ood wmany hun-
dred years. The \\oée\ ﬁc\I{'\\\c w\'ts\‘\o\i\\\\); \\\t\;\
. (’d Jac ues _\Y, 10 W ‘“0\11‘\\\\\ !:
;ﬁ;ﬁgﬁthmoryqby bis greatnels, W Yoyay, &
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exile, and his misfortunes. Over the portal is a
fine flatue of Charles VII. under whofe reign he
flourithed ; the king is habited in complete ar-
mouf, and mounted on horfeback. That prince
ufually held his court here; from which he was
called by our vitorious Henry V. Le petit Roi
de Bourges, by way of contempt.

During my ftay here, I went to fee the tomb
of Jane of Valois, daughter to Louis XI. and
wife to Louis XII. from whom he was divorced,
to marry Ann of Bretagne, on his acceflion to
the crown of France. The repudiated princefs
retired to this city; and having dedicated her

_remaining da.s to piety, died in the convént of
St. Jane, which fhe had founded. One of the
nuns fhewed me, through the grating, her flip-
pers and nuptial robes, which are preferved with
great care; and fhe-added, though not to my
convition, that innumerable miracles had beeh
performed by her relics and interceffion.

The cathedral of Bourges is a moft magnifia
cent edifice, though the external archite@ure of
the building does not correfpond in beauty or
{fymmetry to its interior. The church is of pro-
digious dimehfions, and the quantity of painted
glats which it contains, is fcarcely inferior to
that at Gonda, in Holland. John, duke of Berri,
and brother to Charles V. king of France, lies
buried in the fubterranean chapel, under the ca-
thedral, beneath a marble tomb of coftly work-
manthip.

Few other obje@s prefent themfelves to the
eye, in this city, except ruins.

If Charles VI could revive, 1 am pexinded
he would perfc@ly recegnife the phace, Wk

aDpears to have nnderoone vere WWAS WNERE
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or received any embellithment, during more than
three centuries which have elapfed fince his
death.

Louis XI. was born at Bourges, and in the Ho-
tel de Ville is a painting dcfcriptive of this event.
France, under the figure of a woman, appears
rifing from her throne to receive the medallion
of that monarch, which is prefented to her by
the genius of Berri.

This province, though large, and naturally fer-
tile, is little cultivated or improved; a circum-
ftance chiefly occafioned by the want of any na-
vigable river, which might convey the grain aud
other produlions to different quarters of the
kingdom.

On the 7th of May I left Bourges; and in my
road ftaid fome hours at Mehun-fur-Yeure, to
contcmplate the magnificent remains of the caf-
tle. It is only four leagues diftant from Bourges,
and is rendered famous in hiftory by the death of
Charles VII. of France, who conftruéted it, and
who died there in 1461, by a voluntary abfti-
nence from food, originating from the apprehen-
fion of being poifoned by his own fon, Louis XL
The fituation of the caftle ill correfponds with
the grandeur of the firutture. It ftands in a wide
extended plain, fheltered by deep woods, and at
its foot flows the little river Yeurc, which divid-
ing at the fpot into feveral ftreams, forms a
number of marfhy iflands covered with willows.
Though the caftle of Mehun has been burat by
lightning, as well as greatly injured by time, and
the depredations of the neighbouring peafants,

yet jts ruins are even now inoxpreiitly anged

. an o et
eautiful. 'The great tower s Nexy pex
od e e aparlments, when \QY.Q\
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have been rooms of flate, might almoft be inha-
bited at prefent. The chamber where, as it is
faid, the unhappy king expired, is in one of the
finaller towers, the, entrance into which is ob-
firu@ted by the ftones which have fallen from

. above. The whole edifice is compofed of a ftone

- nearly equal to marble in whitenefs and durabi-
lity. and is furrounded by a deep ditch. In the
centre flands the chapel, the workmanthip and
delicacy of which are aftonithing. This caftle is
one of the fineft monuments; now exifting in Eu-
rope, of the tafie and fyle of archite@ure in the
fifteenth century..

I purfued my journey through the provinces of
Berri and Sologne to Orleans, where I arrived the
enfuing day. The entrance into it is noble and
firiking from the fouth, over a fine bridge acrofs
the Loire, of nine arches. The city itfelf is, in
general, very meanly built, and the ftreets nar-
row; one only excepted, which leads from the
bridge, and is’compofed of modern, elegant build-
ings. In this ftreet ftands the celebrated monu-
ment, where Charles VII. and the Maid of Or-
leans are reprefented on their knees before the
body of our Saviour, who lies extended on the
lap of the Virgin. It was ere@ed by order of
that monarch, in 1458, to perpetuate his viGories
over the Englith, and their expulfion from his
dominions. All the figures are of iron. The
king appears bareheaded, and by him lies his hel-
met, {urmounted with a crown. Oppofite to
‘him is the maid herfelf, in the fame attitude of
grateful devotion to Heaven. It is a moft greci-
ous and invaluable hiftorical monumenk.

'In the Hotel de Ville is a potivait of Yoo os
extranrdinarsr eracman awamited AL \5%\\
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was near one hundred and thirty years after he
deceafe; yet it is the oldeft original piGure o
her now exifting. The painter feems to haw
drawn a flattering refemblance of her, and u
have given his heroine imaginary charms. He
face, though long, is of exceeding beauty, height
ened by an expreflion of intelligence and gran
deur rarely united. Her hair falls loofely dow
her back, and fhe wears on her head a fort ¢
bonnet enriched with pearls, and fhaded wit
white plumes, tied under her chin with a firing
About her neck is a little collar, and lower dowr
upon her bofom, a necklace compofed of {mal
links. Her drefs fits clofe to the body, and i
cut, or flathed at the arms and elbows. Roun
her waift is an embroidered girdle, and in he
right hand fhe bolds the fword with which th
expelled the enemies of her fovereign, and he
country,

The environs of Qrleans, mare efpecially in th
province of Sologne, to the fouth of the Loir
are very agreeable. It is in general a level coun
try, covered with corn and vines. During m
ftay there I vifited La Source, a villa rendered fa
ous by the abode of Henry St. John, Lord Bo
lingbroke, who pafled the chief part of his exil
in this retreat. Near the houfe, in 3 hollow dell
is the celebrated fpring from which the place ha
received its name. The water rifes out of th
earth, from a very narrow aperture, in a prodi
gious column, and forms immediately a confider
ablc river, called the l.oiret, which, after wind
ing its courfe about two leagues, is loft in th

Loire. The gentleman \oﬁw\\m& \\s\_e. g\:\zsg_;e_ >
belongs, has deformed and totally Gisliguined ¥
bcautigfdl fountain, by an M-dged wd widiz
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tafte. Inftead of a dark and gloomy hollow,
fhaded by deep woods, and adapted to the genius
of the fcene, in the midft of which the fpring
formerly rofe with violence out of the earth, he
has enlarged the opening from whence it iffues;
and it now only appears to bubble up without
force, in the middle of a fhallow artificial bafon.
No trees of any kind conceal or fhelter it from
view; and after firt paffing through a narrow
“channel, it is difperfed in the form of a looking-
glafs before the houfe,

I left Orleans on Sunday the 12th, and arrived
at Blqis the fame evening. Curiofity to vifit the
tomb of Louis XI. who is interred at Notre Dame
de Clery, induced me to take the road through
that place, though lefs dire@. I paffed the bridge
of St. Mefmin, memorable for the affaffination of
Francis duke of Guife, with Brantome in my
hand ; and attempted, from his minute and exa&
defcription, to alcertain the precife fpat where
that illuftrious prince was killed by Meré Poltrot,
during the civil wars of France under Charles IX.

The church of Clery was built by Louis XI.
who had always a fingalar and capricious devo~
tion for the Virgin Mary, to whom it is dedicated.
From a fimilar fuperfiition, he ordered his bo
ta be interred there, under a monument, whic
he had himfelf ere®ed, The Hugonots, in the
civil wars under Catherine of Medicis, broke
open his tanb, and fcattered the bones about the
church with a favage ferocity. Louis XIII. cauf-
ed the prefent monument to be conftru@ed in
1622, which is compofed of white marble, and
well executed. The King is on s koees, = w
attitude of prayer, his hands taied 1o \%“’t‘

His queen. Charlotte of Savoy . was ODHOST
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ried in the fame t-mb, and Charles VIII. can/
his 0+n heart 1o be depofited there, near his fi
ther's remains,

I crefled the Loire again at Beaugency, an
fpent the whole afternoon in the gardens an
grones of M-nars. This was the feat of the cele
brat~d M.:dame de Pompadour, who began t
improve th:2 place, and bequeathed it at her deatl
to the Marquis de Marigny, her only brothe:
Th~ fitzation is of unpzralleled beauty ; and tk
eye is continually entertained on every fide wit
a profpect the moft extenfive, delicious, ard ccl
tivated. Towns, palaces, and caftles, intermixe
with forefts, hamlets, abbeys, and vineyards, ar
fp:ead below ; while a nobleriver pouring throug
the plain, diffufes plenty and fertility in its prc
grifs. The gardens themfelves are laid out wit
great tafte, and adorned with a number of fia
tues, chiefly prefented to the marquis by his lat
maj fty, Louis XV. Monfieur de Marigny ha
prodigioufly improved the place fince the Ma
chionefs of Pompadour’s deceafe. The terrac
does not yicld to that of Windfor or of St. Ge
main ; and the woods, through which winds
murmuring rivulet, are of the moft fecluded aj
pearance. In the midft of them, concealed ur
der a thick cover of trees, appears a Cupid, wh
feems as if juft alighted on a pedeftal covere
with roies.  Nothiug can exceed the archnefs ¢
his looks ; but he has his finger on his lips, to it
vite confidence.

It is impoftlible for any perfon to be deflitute ¢
fome (motions of pleatore, 2 Yo iew of a plac
1o renowned in \\'\i\m')'s{\i Y‘\\:"‘i‘ N Q“R';\“\E

rribe what 1 folt when 1100keQ TRon tae o
:(“hg;f: Lo‘uis X1I. the father of s peoRe
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born ; where Ifabella of Bavaria, and Mary of
Medicis, Queens of France, were imprifoned!
within whofe walls the Duke and the Cardinal
of Guife were facrificed to the vengeance of
Heury III.! where Valentina 6f Milan, where
Aupne of Bretagne, and Claude her daughter,
died; and to clofe this auguft feries of princes,
where Catherine of Medicis, fo renowned for her
geuius and her crimes, likewife expired 1—I trode
with reverence over the ground, rendered in fome
degree facred ; and viewed with a folemn delight
the towers once inhabited by queens and mo-
narchs, now tending to decay, or covered with
ivy, which fpreads a twilight through the apart-
ments at noon-day. An air of melancholy and
departed greatnefs is ftrongly diffufed through
the whole palace, and increafed by the filence
which univerfally reigns around.

The caftle of Blois ftands on a rock, immedi-
ately above the Loiré, and commands a view of
the moft captivating beauty. The ancient Counts
_of Blois held their conflant refidence here, and
conftrutted the original caftle, of which no re-
mains now exift, except one large round tower.,
The eaftern and fouthern fides, as they now fub-
fit, were built by Louis XE. and over the grand
gateway is an equeftrian flatue of him, habited
1n a coat of mail.

The ftyle of archite@ure merits great attention;
and fome of the figures, which fupport the win-
dows, are of a nature fo very indecent, that in
the ftate of refinement to which modern manners
have attained, it excites our furprife how a prince
fo virtuous as Louis XII. or a queen (o 0w 2
10 referved in her manners as was Anne Yﬁ‘;

tagac, could ever have.permitted WnesS N9 S0
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placed in the moft confpicuous part of a royal
palace. Tt is a firiking proof of the grofs and
unpolithed manners of the fixteenth century,
though not of the morals. i

The northern front of the caftle was built by
Francis I. foon after his acceffion to the throne of
France. A more fplendid ftyle, a workmanthip
approaching, in delicacy and elegance, to the
Greek and Roman archite@ure, difcriminates it
from the fornier, and marks a more refined and
liberal age. The apartments are all fpacious and
magnificent, though now difmantled and riegle@-
ed. I was fhewn the celebrated chamber in
which Henry duke of Guife was affaflinated, in
1588, by order of Henry 1II. The flones which
were tinged with his blood, have been almoft
fcraped away by the curiofity of fucceflive tra-

vellers. At the weftern extremity of the build- -

ing is the tower of Chateau-Regnaud, famous
for havirg been the fcene of the murder of the
Cardinal of Guife. I defcended into the dungeon
where that ambitious and unfortunate prelate
pafled the night previous to his execution, with
his companion, the Archbifhop of Lyons. Two

doors of mafly iron open into a gloomy chamber, |

vaulted, and into which the light is only admit-
ted by one fmall window clofed with iron bars.
In the middle of the floor is a round hole, fuffi-
ciently large to receive the body of a man, and
under it are three ranges of dungeons, one be-
neath the other. The cardinal bimfelf was pyt
to death in a fort of recefs hollowed into the wall,
on the day following that of his brother the
Duke of Guife. They both perified W W
martyrs of their inordinate amowen, -
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At the eaftern termination of the northern
front is the Salle des Etats, where Henry II1. af-
fembled the fates, twice during his diftra@ed
reign. It is a vaft hall, now difufed, and almoft
in ruins. In the chimney, the bodies of the
Duke and Cardinal of Guife, after their affaffina-
tion, are faid to have been confumed to athes.
" The weftern front is the work of Gafton duke
of Orleans, fon of Henry IV. and brother to
Louis XIII. It is a beautiful and magnificent
edifice, but was unhappily left incomplete by his
death, in 1659. Manfard was the archite& whom
he employed in its conftruition; and more than
three hundred thoufand livres were ufelefsly ex-
ended on this fumptuous building, which is un-
inhabitable, and already far gone in decay. Gaf-
ton himfelf foretold the future ftate of incomple-
tion and ruin in which it would be left; and in
that convi@ion exclaimed, as he lay expiring,
¢« Domus mea, domus defolationis in eternum I”
The gardens of the cafile, which were formerly
very extenfive, are now converted into private
property ; and the fuperb gallery, which was con-
firu&ed by Henry IV. to divide the upper and
lower gardens, is only to be traced in its ruins,
The walk of Catherine of Medicis, however, fill
fubfifts ; it is of a prodigious length, extending
to the forefts of. Blois, and forming an avenue to
the caftle, truly royal.
I went to vifit Chambord, the famous palace
of Francis I. which is about four leagues from
hence, on the fouthern fide of the Loire. It
ftands in a low fituation, furrounded by dee
woods, and has all the appearance of one n’i't&:
10's, or Ariofto’s, enchanted caftles. The n_ng\xg
tude of the whole firufure, \opsher o ¥
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<1540, Henry 1I. made fome.additions to the
palace. His father's device, a Salamander in the
Hames, is feen in almoft every part of the building.

Since the deceafe of Marefchal Saxe, Cham-
bord is haftening to decay. Louis X1V. made
feveral vifits to it, to enjoy the pleafure of hunt-
ing; bat his fucceffor totally negletted it, and
many hundred thoufand livres muft now be ex-
pended on the palace, before it could be rendered
fit to lodge and receive a fovereign.

The city of Blois is meaunly built, and many of
the houles are coeval with the caftle itfelf. It

<ftands on the declivity of the hill, along the
northern bank of the river, and.is joined to a
confiderable fuburb, on the oppofite fide of the
Loire, by a modern bridge. No language can
defcribe the beauty of the Loire, or the fertility
of the country through which it flows. The ex- .
.treme poverty and mifery of the peafants, in the
midft of a delicious paradife, producing, in the
greateft abundance, all the neceffaries and ele-
gancies of life, imprefles one with pity, wonder,
and indignation. There is much magnificence,
but ftill more diftrefs ; one princely chateau fur-
rounded with a thoufand wretched hamlets; the
moft ftudied and enervate luxury, among the
higher orders of fociety, contrafied with beggary
and nakednefs, among the people, forcibly ftrike
the contemplative mind.

The road from Blois to Tours is onc of the
moft agreeable in Irance, and lies along the bank
of the river Loire. Hills, whofe fides are cover-
ed with vines; forefts, among which appear
fpires and villas; or wide plains, cAlinaled ‘M«\:s.
the greateft induftry, confinudly Jwerdly

enliven the fcene. < an
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I flopped fome hours to view
Chaumont. ]t is built on 2 high p
about five leagues below Blois, on
bank of the Loire, and commands :
five profpe@. The pile is Gothic, :
ftru&ed about the middle of the fift
1y, by the lords of the houfe of An
cardinal of that name, the virtuous 2
minifter of Louis XII. was himfelt
and the devices of his family are yet
be traced on the great towers of the

Henry 11. made a prefent of the
miftrefs, Diana de Poitiers, duchefs
nois, fo celebrated in the annals of F
improved and enlarged it very confid
the death of her royal lover, in 155
of Medicis, who had long envied he)
fion -of Chaumont, rather compelle
quefted, the duchefs to renounce it in
but by an a& of generefity becomi
fhe prefented Diana, in return, th
Chenonceaux-fur-Cher. Soon after
Catherine, Chaumont fell into the h:
Vifcount de Sardini, a2 Lucquefe nob
had married a lady of the houfe of I
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wars of religion in France. The caftle is fituat--
ed on a craggy rock, extremely difficult of accefs.
At its foot flows the Loire, which is divided into
two ftreamns by a {mall ifland, Qnly two detach-
ed parts of the ancient caftle now remain, one of
-which was conftru@ed by Charles VIII. and the-
other by Francis I. From the hill behind the-
caftle, is feen another of thofe enchanting land-
fcapes, which thefe provinces of France continu-
ally exhibit, and where the eye is delighted with-
a profufion of natural beauties.

I proceeded the enfuing day to Chantelouf,
the palace of the Duke de Choifeul, about a mile.
from Amboife. Neither the fituation nor the
views are attra@ive. The profpe& which it com-
mands is very limited, and the Loire, although at
fo inconfiderable a diftance, is fcarcely feen even
from the upper apartments. The rooms which
I was allowed to view, though fplendid, were
equally deftitute of any produion of painting or
of fculpture; and fell far fhort of the magnifi-
cent ideas which I had been taught to preconceive
of Chanteloup. The duke has, notwithRanding,
{pent immenfe fums on this palace, and is em-
ployed in conftru&@ing additional chambers, which
will furpafs all thofe already finithed, in grandeur
and elegance.

- From thence I continued my journey to Tours,
which is built in a fine plain, on the fouthern
bank of the Loire. The furrounding country
furpafles in fertility, and every eminence, within
feveral miles of the place, is occupied either by
convents or villas. Among the former, is the ce-
lJebrated monaftery of MarmouXiex, from wWoaeoes

Ifabella of Bavaria, queen of Chatiea ™\ W
: Bbva xtd
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the ufual place of confirement for

the highcft quality. Its origin rem
mal remote antiquity, nor is there a
which pretends to afcertain the name
der, or the time of its conftru&ion.

enlarged, rebuilt, and fortified by fen
five fovereigns. Charles VII. freques
conrt and refidence there during the
of his reign ; and René, duke of Aler
the princes of the blood royal, was lc
there a prifoner by that monarch’s o1
count of his treafonable praétices. I
2partments is the iron cage, in whic
confined the Cardinal de la Balue mo:
years. lhis inhuman engine of pu
not above eleven fect fquare. The ¢
at length, releafed in 1481, at the in
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and in the midft of fummer the rays of the fun
enter through this opening, about the hour of
noon, only for a few minutes. Over the chimnoey:
is the figure of a head, fuppofed to be Sforza's,
covered with a helmet.

I quitted this chamber, and defcended with my
guide, by the light of a torch, into the Oubliet-
tes, or (zlbterranean'dungeons. They are laby-
rinths hollowed into the earth, of a vaft extent,
and totally deftitate of light. The air itfelf was
fo moift and unwholefome, - that it almoft extin-
guithed the flambeau. The man who attended
me, made me remark circular holes in many
places of the incumbent rock, through which
they let down the wretched vitims deftined to
perith in thefe caverns. Doors of mafly iron
clofed up the entrance, and prevented all poffibi-
lity of fuccour or efcape. I was glad to leave
thefe difmal abodes of darknefs and horror, to re-
vifit the cheerful day. The greater part of the
caftle of Loches is now in ruins ; but it is, notwith-
ftanding, fill ufed for. the continement of perfons-
accufed of crimes of ftate; and it then contained
a gentleman who had been immured more than
three years, but whofe offence was unknown.

In the principal church of Loches, before the
high altar, is interred the celebrated Agnes So~
reille, miftrefs to Charles VII. who died in 1449.
The monument is compofed of black marble, and
on it are her effigies, executed in white alabafter,
If the figure may be fuppofed to refemble her,
the was feminine and delicate to the utmoft de-
gree. The face is perfe&ly correfpondent to the
other parts, and conveys an Wea of wncomwR
lovelinefs, mixed with exquifite fxaghwy. YW

handd eehinikh o t_:__ t_ AL ~O Af weanet.?
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models of fymmetry and proportion.  Round her
head is tied a bread ftillet, fiudded with peatls;
and a tort of necklace compoted of the fame or-
naments falls on her bofom. She lies upon an
embroidered cufhion; her drefs is fimple and
modeft, concealing Ler limbs from view, and 2t
her fect are placad two Jambs, cinblematical of
her name, Agnes, Time has be gun to injure and
drtace the figure and the tomb in many parts. 1
vicewed it with extreme fatisfa@ion during fome
minutes, frem the recolle@ion of that magnari-
mity which actnated her condu@, and which the
infufed into her lover, when finking uuder the *
fuperinr power of his enemies.  Amonyg the many
favourites of princes whote names hiftory bas pre-
furved, none appear to have becu more worthy of
a monarch's attachment, and a nation’s love, than
was Agnes Soreille. A theufand fables, refped-
ing bier, are yet preferved among the inhabitauts
of Loches; her beauty, her liberality, and her
power over the king, form the principal fubjects
of thefe traditions. It is certain, that {he reidid
frequently at Beaulieu, a little town, only divid-
ed from Loches by the river Indre, and where are
fiill feen the remains of a chateau which belorng-
ed to her. As fhe died at the abbey of Jumicges,
in Normandy, her body was brought by her ex-
prefs command to this church, to which, in her
life-time, fhe had made very ample donations.
Louis XI. though he neither honoured his tather's
memory, nor refpeéted Agnes, yet protected her
remains, and reje@ed the petition of the canons of
the (hurch, who, by an a&k of tugratitude to their
benefa@refs, had te(\\\@}\t& Vnak et Lomh v
be removed and demolitned.

AQ X
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T next vifited the caftle of Pleflez-les-Tours, fo
famous for having been the fcene of the illnefs
and death of Louis XI. in 1483, I felt a fecret
horror as I entered the court, and furveyed the
walls once covered with iron fpikes, where a con-
tinual guard kept watch during the laft fad hours
of the guilty and expiring monarch. Pleflez is
fituated only half a league from Tours, in a plain
furrounded by woods, at a little diffance trom
the Loire. "The building is yet handfome, though
only compofed of brick, and now converted to.
purpofes of commerce., In the chapel, on the
right hand of the high altar, is a mafterly and
beautiful portrait of Louis XI. himfelf, dreffed in
corplete armour. ‘Within his left arm, which
lies on his breaft, is a flandard; and with his
right hand he takos off his helmet, in the a& of
falutation to the Virgin Mary and her infant.
His harfh and unpleating features are foftened
into a fmile of pleafure and complacency. He
feems to extend his left hand towards the child,
whofe eye is fixed on his with eagernefs. Thefe.
indications of tendernefs have given room to
fuppofe, that by the figures of Mary and of our
Saviour, are defigned Charlotte of Savoy his
queen, and Charles VIII. his fon, Her habit,
which is royal, the diadem on her head, and
more than all, a refemblance between the infant
and the king, which is very firiking, ftrongly.
confirm this fuppofition. ' :

Tours is an unpleafant and ill-built city; but
feveral projeCted improvements, fome of which
are already executed, will, probably, in a few
years, materially alter its appearance.

At Langeais, about feven \eagnes “om“““é\‘\

I flobved tn examine the remawms Ol S S0
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which are yet noble, though decayed and in ruins,
It is rendered celebrated in hiftory by the nup-
tials of Anne of Bretagne with Charles VI
which were folemnized there in 1488. I arrived
at the city of Saumur thc fame evening. Five
leagues from this place ftands the abbey of Foa-
tevrauld, where Henry IL. and Richard I. of Eng-
land are interred. It is fituated in a valley near
the confines of Anjou, on the fide of Touraine,
Rocky hills rife behind it, and thick woods con-
ceal it almofi entirely from view. An air of me-
lancholy and filence reigns on all fides, peculiarly
chara&ceriftic of, and fuitable to, the gloomy devo-
tion of monafiic life. As I walked under the
high and venerable rows of elms in the garden:
of the convent, it was impoflible for me not tc
feel, in fome degree, thofe awful fenfations whick
are naturally inipired by thefe religious folitudes,
The abbey was founded in the year 1066, by Ro:
bert d'Arbriffel. Its reputation for fan&ity, anc
its vicinity to Chinon, at which city Henry II
died, were probably the caufes of his being inter.
red at Fontevrauld, which was not the buria
place of his progenitors, the Counts of Anjou
Sentiments of penitence and contrition for his fi
lial difobedience, induced Richard I. to order, it
his dying momeits, that his body thould be laic
at the feet of his father, Henry. Eleanor of
Aquitaine, wife of the one, and mother of the
other, prince, lies buried in the fame tomb; a:
do likewite Jane Queen of Sicily and Countefs o
Provence, daughter to Henry 1I. and Elizabert
of Angoulefme, widow to Johu king of England

The figures of all thefe foverehgns axe catvedly
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where the abbefs and nuns affemble for public
devotion, no intereft or entreaties could poflibly
procure me admittance into this facred inclofure ;
and I was confequently prevented from obferving
it with that minutene(s and attention which I
could have withed.

Fontevrauld, befides the refpe@ derived from
its antiquity, has been ever confidered as one of
the moft honourable and important ecclefiaftical
benefices in France. Many princeffes of the
blood have fucceflively governed it, and the re-
venues are immenfe. The number of religious, of
both fexes, under the abbefs’s direGion, amounts
to more than two hundred, and her authority,
both temporal and fpiritual, is very extenfive.

I returned back to Saumur the fame evening,,
and left it again on the 25th of May. The town
is {mall, but pleafantly fituated on the Loire,
acrofs which is a Jong bridge, continued through
a number of iflands. Sanmur was anciently a
mott important pafs over the river, and of confe-
quence was frequently and fiercely difputed by
either party, during the civil wars of France in
the fixteenth century. The cattle overlooks the
town and river. It is built on a lofty eminence,
and has a venerable and majeftic appearance,
though now only ufed as a prifon of ftate. The
kings of Sicily, and dukes of Anjou, of the houfe
of Valois, who defcended from John king of
France, often refided in the caftle of Saumur, as
it conftituted a part of their Angevin dominions.

The diftance from Saumur to Angers is about
thirteen leagues, and the greater part of the raad
lies along the banks of the Loixe. A\\‘\Q\'&QQQ‘!&‘\\
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delicious and exquifite flavour, among which that
of Champigny, a little village near Fontevrauld,
is particularly admired.

I made a ftay of two days in Angers. This
city ftands in a plain, and is divided into La haute
and La baffe ville by the river Mayenne, which
winds through meadows, and falls into the Loire
five miles below. The caftle was built by St.
Louis, about the middle of the thirteenth cents-
rv. The walls, foffes, and numerous towers which
yet fubfift, evince its former magnificence; and
its fituation in the centre of the city, on a rock
overhanging the river, conduces to give it an air
of grandeur, though at prefent it is in decay. It
was the principal refidence of the kings of Sicily,
as dukes of Anjou. The cathedral of Angersis
a venerable firu@ure, and although it has under-
gone many alterations in the courfe of ages fince
its conftru@ion, yet the archite&ure is fingular
and attra@ive. Here lies interred, with her an-
ceflors, the renowned Margaret, daughter of René
king of Sicily, and queen of Henry VI. of Eng-
land. She expired, after her many intrepid, but
ineffe@ual, eﬁgrts to replace her hufband on the
throne, in the year 1482, at the caftle of Dam-
pierre, in Anjou. The Englith hiftorians feem to
have paid little attention to this illuftrious prin-
cefs in her retirement and obfcurity, after Louis
XI. of France had ranfomed her from Edward IV.
She was the favourite child of René, who folemn-
ly renounced, in favour of the king of France, all
his claims on the province of Anjou and the duchy

of Lorraine, to obtain her freedom. In his court,

and under his prote&ion, the ;e‘?\‘“&. X !‘{\\‘\\';
Provence, the ufual place of that Prinees ke
Gdence, t’ill fis death obliged et \o e
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the Angevin territories. She was there received
by a gentleman, named Vignole, who had been
long in her father’s fervice, and who afforded her
an afylum. Henry earl of Richmond, who was
afterwards viGtorious at Bofworth, and who was
then a fugitive in Bretagne, went from Vannes
to vifit her, and afk her advice. She frongly
urged him to his attempt againft the houfe of
York, though fhe did not furvive to be a witnefs
of his fuccefs. No remains of that commanding
beauty, which the had once poflefled, accompa-
nied her in the decline of life. A French writes
has drawn the portrait of Margaret when near
her end; and it imprefles both with horror and
compaflion. It fhews the tranfience of beauty,
and the triumph of years in their trueft colours.

Angers is of very confiderable fize, but the
buildings and ftreets are almoft as mean and as
old as thofe of Bourges. The walls, with which
Jobhn king of England furrounded it in 1214, re-
main nearly entire, and are of a very large cir-
cumference.

I flept on the 27th at La Fleche, a pretty town
on the confines of Anjou. Ia the church which
belonged to the Jefuits, are the hearts of Henry
IV, and Mary of Medicis, which were depofited
there by the exprefs command of thofe princes,
1 entered the province of Maine next morning.
It is ten leagues from La Fleche to Mans, through
a country much inclofed and finely wooded. The
fituation of Mans is very pleafant, near the junc-
tion of two little rivers, which wind through a
delicious plain. I afcended to the top of the ca-
thedral, to enjoy one of the fineX tnhend wro-

fpeéts that can be conceived. Vowards Tot-
mandy and Perche it 1o lof in couds 2% 2 W<W
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diftance, and on the fide of Bretagne extends the
forett of Mans, the fcene of that extraordinary
phantom which is faid to have appeared to
Charles V1. of France, and which was a principal
caufe of his fubfequent infanity. The city of
Mans is fmall, but preferable to Angers in ele-
gance and regularity. It formerly confituted,
together with the province of which it is the ca-
pital, a part of our Henry Il's hereditary domi-
nions, in right of his mother Matilda In the
year 1216, Philip Auguftus conquered Maine
‘from John, and annexed the province to the
crown of France. :

It was late in the day when I left Mans, and
as Alengon is twelve leagues diftant, I was oblig-
ed to ftop at a little town named Beaumont-le-
Vifcomte, fituated near the confines -of Maine
and Normandy, on the fide of a fteep hill, at the
foot of which runs a rivulet, and from whence a
delicious landfcape is feen on all fides. I got to
Alengon the enfuing morning. The place is of
confiderable fize, wafhed by the little river Sarte,
and ftands ia the midft of an extenfive plain. 1
ilept at Seez, an ancient city, and continued my
route next day to L'Aigle, a fmall town; but
well known in hiftory by its callle, though fcarce
any traces of it now remain. Our annals inform
us, that William the Conqueror frequently refid-
ed there in his vifits to thefe his hereditary domi-
nions,

Having croffed a confiderable part of Norman-
dy, 1 reached the city of Evreux, which is fituat-
ed in a deep vale furroonded with lafty hills;

and purfuing my journey, AW X RAunen
the lgﬁ of §lay. Rouen 18 100 WA hnown,
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tion of it neceflary. The Seine is beautiful both
above and below the place, covered with little
iflands overgrown with wood, and running at
the foot of a range of lofty mountains. Near its
bank, at one extremity of the city, are yet feen
the remains of the palace which Henry V. of
England began in 1419, and which was com-
pleted under his unfortunate fon Henry VI. in
1443. At a fmall diftance from it is a tower, in
which John duke of Bedford confined the Maid
“of Orleans previous to her trial. A ftatue is .
ere@ed to her on the fpot where her cruel fen-
tence was executed, and an infcription engraven
beneath it in her honour. Who would not die,
to merit two of the lines which compofe it ?

~——¢¢ Exuit flammis quod mortale,
¢¢ Supereft gloria nunquam moritura !——

I went from hence to vifit a little priory, call-
ed Notre Dame de bornes Nouvelles, fituated on
the fouthern bank of the Seine, and which was
founded by William the Conqueror, previous to
his fuccefsful attempt on the Englith crown. It
is faid, that his wite Matilda being at her devo-

- tions in this church, intelligence arrived that the
Duke of Normandy had gained the important
battle of Haftings; and from this circumftance
it obtained the name which it retains at prefent.
Matilda, daughter of Henry I. and mother of
Heary II. kings of England, was buried there;
but fix hundred years have totally erafed the in-
{cription on her tomb, of which there are now
no traces difcernible. This prince(s, 2 e,
duche(s of Normandy, refided Srecpendy i\z\‘
Rouen, and fhe confiru@ed the s\\m;‘:m:g
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in 1531, is one of the moft mafterly and beauti-
ful produ&ions of the chiffel. The figure of the
count himfelf is extended at full length, and is
beautifully executed. On one fide is the Virgin
Mary, and on the other appears his widow, the ce-
lebrated Diana de Poitiers, afterwards the favou-
rite mifirefs of Henry II. Shelooks down on the
body of her hutband j in the attitude and drefs of
_ a mourner. .

Rouen, though large and enriched by com-
merce, is not an elegant city. The fireetsareal-
moft all narrow, crooked and dirty; the build-
ings old and irregular. It was fortified by St.
Louis in 1253, but the walls are now demolith-
ed. Theenvirons, more peculiarly the hills which
overlook the Seine, are charmingly agreeable, and
are covered with magnificent villas.

After a fhort flay at Rouen, Mr. Wraxall em-
barked for England ; and concluded a tour of
.confiderable extent, which no perfon of tafte can
read without pleafure and approbation.

4
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